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A Michigan
Working River
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A Huron River Renaissance

Turning our communities toward the river
to transform the Huron River corridor into
a premier destination in Michigan and the
Great Lakes.
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Three-Part Strateg

Invest in River Recreation Improve River Health  Transform the River Corridor
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Project Overview
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Improve River Health

T Fishery habitat restoration
T River cleanps

1 Woody debris management®
I Osprey nesting habitat |
T River flows management
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Invest In River Recreation

T Improve river access
T3IDGGOHUTV "®BtSDQLRQ
T 18" National Water Trail

Huron River Water Trail :
_Paddler’s Companion

28 Waturproof Maps in Easy Flip Book Format!
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A 104-mile inland paddling trai
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Transform the River Corridor

T Land + water trails connectivity

T Reclaim blighted riverfront properties
T Inspired design

T Heritage interpretation
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Transform the River Corridor

Trail Towns
Adestination along a long distance
where trail users can venture off theé

:-,-‘3 | :
HURON RIVER MILES 100-98

: Dexter

"= HURON RIVER MILES 63-61

B Ann Arbor

HURON RIVER MILES 53-46

Ypsila nti

HURON RIVER MILES 42-35

Flat Rock

HURON RIVER MILES 10-6
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arketing & Advertising

Fox Cleveland Morning Show

. - &

104 miles of river, P27

1\ Towns to welcome

o \&o‘d-oe’“er’ Ann Arbor, Ypsita@
« - .

Feature about the
Ann Arbor area as a
vacation destination.

Detroit Street

Starbuck’s Coffee

| Jimmy John’s
Lei Tlﬁg
Jet's Pillza ‘
Village Bar & kk;hen & Milford House Bar & Grill W Commerce Street
W Commerce Street - Blue Grill

Folate B Smoke Street BBQ
=

s Milford Baking Company

Center Street
\—Cenrel Street Park Gazebo

Coratti's on Main = = | Gravity Bar & Grill
Main Street Grill & Tavern *===| | _ The Burger Joint DOWNTOWN

Included a 4-minute
segment dedicated to
the Huron River.

Bangkok City Thai Cuisine

Highland aye e
Cabinet Street
1stStreet

Liberty Street

t
Liberty Street % . Liberty Stree www. VisitAnnArbor.org
¢ e ®
2 & 3
Benson Avenue # z r
) 2 &
; i Canal Street
Park Canal Street
99 mi
1593 km
To Lake Erie,
‘S“ee‘ -
30" 1o Hubbell Pond and
the Milford Trail

m River's Edge Brewing Co
4 Huron River \

The Bar ; gproximate 3 Minute Walk
—
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Traill Towns Grow Businesses

MILLL"CREEK

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

SE Michigan & NW Ohio’s Fly Shop

CANOE RENTAL )
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Huron River Watershed Council
presents

Fly Fishing the Huron

A Riverlp! Story

You Tube
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https://youtu.be/TN0RSsRGTaE?list=PLFCFywdeWzv1h6qU4dRIQq07FFEK__pXM

Trails Bulld Communities

T Build strong, economically vital communities
T Provide communities with a valuable amenity
T Revitalize neighborhoods

+ Build local businesses

RiverUp! - Genesee County Planning Forun



River Recreation Pays Faieatonin paddiespors
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' 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
2014 Participants
. Paddling (Any Type) 21.7 Million . Rafting 3.8 Million
. Canoeing 10.0 Million . Stand Up Paddling 2.8 Million

- Kayaking (Any Type) 13.0 Million
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River Recreation Pays

Number of people renting boats
I
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2013 2014 2015

(From 2015 to 2016\:

99,270 people

349% Increase

Y,
r N
Revenue FY2016:

> $1 million
\_ Y,
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Strong Regional Support

Pulse of the Region Survey on Parks

“Parks have a positive impact “I would like to
on my quality of life.” see more...”

Parks near my home

Canoe, kayak, and
paddle board launches

|

Parks near the water
Parks that connect by
trails

Hiking and biking trails

{

50% 100%

(]
= 1

“l visit parks for...”

Source: Southeast Michigan
Swimming Paddle Council of Governments
Trails Picnic Areas Biking beaches sports
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Measuring Impact

The Economic Impact of the Huron River and the Huron River Water Trail, 2017

Methods:
. Surveysused to estimate the economic impact of recreation on the Huron River ar
validate the recreational value of the users

. Hedonic valuation XVHG WR HVWLPDWH WKH ULYHUYV HII
Huron River

lii. Benefit function transfemsed to value biodiversity, flood management, and, in
conjunction with the surveys, the recreational value of the users.
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Measuring Impact

Findings
The Huron River and Huron River National Water Trail are estimated to have the follo
economic impact on the five-county region in which they are located:

@ $53.5M in economic output ($29.9M direct + $23.6M indirect ) annually
$628M in added property value

S

2.6M visitor days annually

S

641 local jobs added to the region

S

$150M annual economic value of services provided by the Huron River corridor*

S

% $3.8B total economic value of services provided by the Huron River corridor*

* Conservative estimation
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Public + Private Partnership ... ANN ARBOR

-*’ " E l_) deil Found'uion Ar-l Convention and Visitors Bumu
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN FOR SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

/ad ™ michigan league of
‘ ,conservation voters

ECUCATION FUND

Huron River
WATER TRAIL

Wolfpack
SMITHGROUPLIR Purs///

The Greenway
Collaborative, Inc.
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Gathering the Resources

Substantial fundraising, leveraging $35-40M in partner investments

Capital Campaigns, | & Il (22Q28) -
9 Grants ‘

9 Private Foundations '

9 Community Foundations

9 Businesses
9 Individual Donors/Campaign Cabinet

9 Municipal and Federal Contributions
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Lessons & Trends

T Get creative

T Share the vision again and again, and

T Achieve short-term successes and be
persistent

T Plan for trail maintenance

T Program to reach the future majority

T Placemaking via trails and economic
development = nonpartisan
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Regional Planning

Revitalizing the Huron River

Genesee County Planning Forum 2017



Ann Arbor

Region

Huron River Water Trail Vision

Hertage nterpretaton 2015.03.01

Barton Dam

River hydrology display. Boat slide for Huron H uron River - z 2
portaging. River I

River Sron Rugee nwer“n communityfoundation
Recreation Destination Council = FOR SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
Argo Park & Cascades
Park Amenities: Livery, Kayak/Canoe Rental +

Launch, Picnic Tables, Shelters, River Trailhead
Kiosk, Parking, Restrooms, Cascades

Heritage Interpretation
Power Station

Historical display.

Recreation Destination

Bandemer Park Commercial Destination

Recreation Destination

Lower Town

Historic commercial district with shopping,
retail, and dining opportunities.

Island Park

Park Amenities: Kayak/Canoe Launch, Picnic
Tables, Shelters, Parking, Restrooms

Park Amenities: Kayak/Canoe Launch, Poten-
tial Kayak/Canoe Lockers, Shelters, Picnic
Tables, Disc Golf Course, Parking, Restrooms,
River overlooks, BMX biking area.

Recreation Destination

Mitchell Field

Potential Commercial Destination
North Main Corridor

Park Amenities: Soccer, Softball, Parking,

Transportation gateway for potential commer- University of Michigan Complex

cial Potential trail
to the waterfront.

University of Michigan

North Campus
Heritage Interpretation

Argo Dam —

@

River hydrology display.

Recreation Destination
Gallup Park
Potential Commercial Destination

DTE Broadway

Legend

Park Ameniities: Livery, Kayak/Canoe Rental +
Launch, All-ability Boat Launch, Picnic Tables,
Shelters, Play Area, Parking, Restrooms, River
overlooks, Paddle-boat Rentals

Potential site for mixed use redevelopment,
including restaurants on the river, kayak
launch/lockers.

University of Michigan \L »

Heritage Interpretation
Medical Campus

Dixboro Dam

L)
&
o
.
=
5
m Kerry Town River hydrology display. Possible Portage
Improvement.
Proposed
Allen Creek

Greenway

Recreation Destination
Fuller Park

Park Amenities: Swimming Pool, Picnic Tables,
Soccer, Play Area, Parking, Restrooms

Recreation Destination Recreation Destination

Nichols Arboretum Furstenberg Nature Area \ G
Park Amenities: Picnic Tables, Amphitheater, Park Amenities: Parking, Restrooms, Picnic 3 - 1 |
Peony Garden, Outdoor Classroom, Scenic Tables, Wetland Overlooks, Benches,

Overlooks, Parking, Restrooms in visitor center Interpretive Signage

atWashington Heights Entrance.

®® @ WaterTrail Centerline @ Shelters | Parks/Open Space (City / Non-City) n
Water Trail Mile Marker (I} Restrooms I Golf Course \‘\x"
=== Border-to-Border Trail fq  Canoe/Kayak Launch B Nature Areas
(Existing) E3  Motorized Boat Launch | Universities / Schools
e Bo::'e‘:;:s-:;;der Trail [ﬂ Potential Boat Locker NoRH o 600' 1200 Washtenaw
Off-Street Trail Connection BN Portage @ W Community College
Livery SMITHGROUPJIR
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Ypsilanti
Region
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Lower Huron
Region
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Implementation Case
Studies

Revitalizing the Huron River
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Flat Rock Riverfroffflat Rock]
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Flat Rock Riverfroffflat Rock]
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Hydro Park DahYpsilanti]
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Hydro Park DahYpsilanti]
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Barton Boat Slid&nn Arbor]
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Barton Boat Slid&nn Arbor]
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Flat Rock Riverfroffflat Rock]
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Labo ParkSouth Rockwood]
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Labo ParkSouth Rockwood]
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Discussion

Elizabeth Riggs Huron River Watershed Council
eriggs@hrwec.org

SENesee T :EIIHS I lEH”””g Tt A RiverUp! - Genesee County Planning Forun



