
 

 
 

 

March 30, 2016 

 

 

 

New Commissioner 

1101 Beach Street 

Flint, MI 48502 

 

SUBJECT: Appointment to the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission 

 

Dear Commissioner: 

 

On behalf of the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission, I wish to extend to 

you congratulations for your recent appointment by the Genesee County Board of 

Commissioner’s Office. 

 

Enclosed is a welcome packet for you, which includes the following: 

 

 2016 Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) 

Meeting Dates 

 GCMPC Equal Opportunity Policy Statement 

 GCMPC Rules and Procedures/By-Laws 

 

I look forward to serving with your term(s) and I trust that you will find serving on the 

Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission a rewarding time as we work 

together for the future of Genesee County. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (810) 257-3010. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Derek Bradshaw, Director-Coordinator 

Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission 
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GENESEE COUNTY 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION 

2016 SCHEDULED MEETING DATES - REVISED 
 

 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission members meet at 8:00 a.m. on 

the 1st Tuesday of each month at the Genesee County Administration Building, 1101 

Beach St. Flint, MI 48502, in the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission 

Conference Room.  Please note exceptions below. 

 

 

JANUARY 5, 2016 

 

FEBRUARY 2, 2016 

 

MARCH 1, 2016 

 

APRIL 5, 2016 

 

MAY 3, 2016 

 

JUNE 7, 2016 

 

*JULY 12, 2016 

 

*AUGUST 9, 2016 

 

*SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 

 

OCTOBER 4, 2016 

 

NOVEMBER 1, 2016 

 

DECEMBER 6, 2016 

 

 

*Second Tuesday of the month due to holidays and Primary Election 



Equal Opportunity Policy Statement 
 
The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) recognizes its 
moral, social, legal and economic responsibilities in a democratic society to extend all 
employment and procurement opportunities made available through the GCMPC to all 
eligible applicants regardless of race, creed, color, handicap, religion, national origin, 
sex, age, political affiliation or beliefs. 

 
All necessary steps will be taken to assure that all recruitment, employment, training, 
promotions, appointments, funding, utilization of services, or any aspect of program 
operations will comply with the above principles.  This policy covers all staff, contractors, 
and services, either purchased or provided under any source of funds. 

 
This plan shall commit the GCMPC, its Director/Coordinator, staff, contractors and 
subcontractors, to promote and achieve equal employment and procurement 
opportunities within their respective organizations and emphasize such principles to all 
persons or organizations with whom they do business. 

 
Full compliance to all applicable portions of the  Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended,  
the Equal Pay Act of 1967,  the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,  the Uniform Guidelines on 
Employee Selection Procedures of 1978,  and all applicable regulations of the primary 
funding source is required of the Director/Coordinator, all staff, contractors, and 
subcontractors.   

 
Failure of contractors and/or subcontractors to follow these practices of equal 
employment and procurement opportunities will be considered as grounds for refusal of 
continued or renewed funding.  Failure of the Director/Coordinator and/or staff to follow 
these practices of equal employment and procurement opportunities shall be subject to 
investigation and appropriate action. 

 
Dissemination of Policy 
 
To assure that all GCMPC members, the Director/Coordinator, staff, contractors and 
subcontractors, and the entire community are aware of the GCMPC's equal opportunity 
policy statement, the following actions will be taken: 

 
Internal 
 
1. The Equal Opportunity Policy Statement will be issued to all contract recipients, 

GCMPC, Director/Coordinator, staff, contractors, and subcontractors. 
 
2. The Equal Opportunity Policy Statement will be posted in strategic locations 

throughout the offices of the GCMPC. 
 
3. The Equal Opportunity Policy Statement shall be included in the GCMPC Rules 

and Policies Book. 
 



4. Orientation will be given to inform, update, and educate all existing and future 
GCMPC members, Director/Coordinators, and staff, that the implementation of 
the Equal Opportunity Policy Statement is their responsibility. 

 
 
 
External 
 
1. The slogan "An Equal Opportunity Organization" will appear on all GCMPC 

stationery, brochures, newsletters, and forms normally viewed by the public and 
on Funding Agreements, Requests for Proposals, newspaper advertisements, 
and periodic news releases. 

 
2. The GCMPC's equal employment and training opportunity policy will be made 

known and emphasized with all recruitment sources, educational institutions, 
community agencies, labor unions or associations, and organizations 
representing minorities, women, veterans, handicapped persons, and other 
target groups.  All existing and future organizations served by the GCMPC staff 
will be encouraged to utilize the statement "An Equal Opportunity Organization" 
on all letterhead and forms.  

 
3. A copy of an Equal Opportunity poster can be obtained from the Michigan 

Department of Civil Rights.  The GCMPC encourages all contractors and 
subcontractors doing business with the GCMPC to display this poster in their 
Employment and Purchasing offices. 

 
4. Programs and services operated under the jurisdiction of the GCMPC will be 

made known to organizations in contact with, or serving, minorities, women, 
veterans, handicapped, and other target groups.  Information will be provided to 
those organizations on effective ways of assisting their clientele in obtaining 
services. 

 
 
 

12/1/87 Adopted 
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SECTION I 

HISTORY 

 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) was organized in 1963 by 

resolution of the Genesee County Board of Supervisors and reorganized under Act 282 of the 

Michigan Public Acts of 1945, as amended.  The reorganization was necessary, since the 

legislation required organization of the county planning commission by ordinance which was 

adopted in1965.  This ordinance was updated in 1985.  A copy of the revised ordinance is included 

as Appendix A. 

 

GCMPC’s primary responsibility to which it directed its staff’s efforts, was the development of a 

county comprehensive plan.  This plan was adopted by GCMPC on September 27, 1971, and by 

the Genesee County Board of Commissioners on October 12, 1971. 

 

As part of the comprehensive planning effort, GCMPC carried out extensive research efforts 

which led to the development of several background studies which formed the basis of the overall 

plan.  The results of these studies were published as Conclusion Reports in the late 1960’s and 

early 1970’s.  These reports include: 

 Flint-Genesee County PROSPECTUS, Comprehensive Land Use-Transportation 
Planning Study 

 Government and Finance 

 Economic Conditions 

 Demography and Community Attitudes 

 Land Use 

 Environmental Health Facilities 

 Public Utilities 

 Community Facilities 

 Educational Facilities 

 Open Space and Recreation 

 Visual Forms 

 Transportation Facilities 

 Travel Patterns – Origin and Destination Study 
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 Genesee County Density Study 

 Housing-Genesee County:  Identifying Housing Needs 

 Default Housing-Flint and Genesee County 
 
 
In addition to those efforts directed toward the development of the county plan, GCMPC initiated 

extensive mapping efforts resulting in the development of one of the finest map series in the 

United States.  Further discussion on the maps available through GCMPC is included under 

Article IV of this report. 

 

GCMPC also was responsible for the administration of, and/or participation in a number of 

programs.  Some of these have included: 

 Administration of the Genesee County Community Shelter Planning Program 

 Development of County Capital Improvements Program 

 Development of Model Zoning Ordinances for Cities and Villages 

 Development of Model Township Zoning Ordinance 

 Development of Genesee County Management Study 

 Administration of Genesee County Targeted Jobs Program 

 Administration of Genesee County’s Emergency Employment Act, Public Employment 
and Public Service Employment Programs 

 Establishment of Genesee County Economic Development Commission 

 Establishment and provision of staff services to GLS Region V Planning and Development 
Commission 

 Development of U.S. Bureau of Census DIME File 
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SECTION II 
 

AUTHORITY 

 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) is an independent 

commission of county government with full direct authority conferred by statute over the planning 

department and its information-gathering and planning programs.  To aid in the foregoing, the 

Commission has authority to obtain information from state, county, and municipal officials who 

are directed by law to furnish such information, advice, and assistance as they may have 

available.  As a Metropolitan Planning Commission, GCMPC may apply for federal or other grants.  

As a result of the fact that there is a county plan, all county boards, departments, and agencies 

have the obligation to submit for review and comment to the GCMPC any specific program of 

expenditure of funds for physical improvements prior to initiating work thereon; this requirement 

is deemed to be waived if the planning commission has not made its required comments within 

thirty days of receiving the description of the project.  The Commission has power to do all things 

necessary to disseminate information and engage in educational activities respecting county 

planning.  The Commission may create advisory committees or councils to assist in consideration 

of and solutions to problems of the county.  A copy of the state enabling legislation is included as 

Appendix B. 
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SECTION III 

MEMBERSHIP, FUNCTIONS, MEETINGS, AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Appointment 

Membership and method of appointment are governed by ordinance.  The Commission consists 

of eleven (11) members who shall be generally representative of important segments of 

economic, governmental, social life, and development of the county.  Members shall be appointed 

by the Chairperson of the Genesee County Board of Commissioners.  Members shall serve for 

three years and may be reappointed.  Appointment to fill vacancies shall be done by the 

Chairperson of the County Board of Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Responsibilities  

Members of the Commission are, at a minimum,  required to attend meetings regularly throughout 

the year; inform the Commission of a change in address or County residency; create, review and 

approve the Commission’s annual budget; and review and act upon Commission contracts, 

vouchers and bills. Any member of the Commission who misses three regularly scheduled 

meetings in a row without prior notice to the Director-Coordinator will be deemed to have resigned. 

 

Removal 

The County Board of Commissioners may remove any member of the planning commission for 

non-performance of duty or misconduct upon public hearing.  A formal notice of charges shall be 

served on the accused at least one (1) month prior to the date of said hearing.  Said hearing shall 

be conducted in accordance of the requirements of due process of law. 

 

Officers 
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The officers of the Commission shall consist of a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.  Officers 

shall be elected annually at the regular Commission meeting in September and shall serve for a 

period of one (1) year.  The Commission shall also appoint a Secretary at its regular September 

meeting.  The Secretary may be the Director-Coordinator or his/her designee. 

 

Chairperson – The Chairperson shall be the chief elected officer of the Commission and shall 

preside at all meetings of the Commission.  The Chairperson shall appoint all committees or 

advisory committees established and provided by the Commission and shall be an ex-officio 

member of all committees.  He/she shall have a vote on all resolutions as a member of the 

Commission.  The Chairperson shall sign all contracts and legal documents required to be signed 

by the Commission.  No such contracts or documents shall be signed by the Chairperson on 

behalf of the Commission unless the same shall have been previously approved by the 

Commission.  The Chairperson shall approve and sign all travel vouchers and may approve any 

overnight and/or out-of-state travel which due to timing constraints cannot be brought before the 

entire Commission. 

 

Vice-Chairperson – The Vice-Chairperson shall have the authority and shall perform all duties 

and functions of the Chairperson in the absence or disability of the Chairperson.  In the event that 

the office of Chairperson becomes vacant by resignation or otherwise, the Vice-Chairperson shall 

serve as Chairperson until a new Chairperson is elected. 

 

Secretary – The Secretary or his/her designee shall perform the usual duties of the office and 

such other duties as the Commission may direct.  The Secretary (designee) shall attend all 

meetings of the Commission and maintain the official minutes and records of the Commission.  

The Secretary (designee) shall be responsible for all correspondence and notice pertaining to 

meetings and official acts of the Commission. 
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Removal of Officers 

Any officer elected by the Commissioners may be removed by the Commission whenever in its 

judgment the best interest of the County would be served thereby, but such removal shall be 

without prejudice to the action of the officer so removed.  No officer shall be removed except by 

an affirmative vote of at least six members elect of the Commission. 

 

Vacancy in Office 

A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification or otherwise, may 

be filled by the Commission for the unexpired portion of the term. 

 

Committees 

The Chairperson shall have the authority to appoint committees as he/she, or the Commission, 

feels necessary.  Appointments to committees shall be made at any regular or special meeting of 

the Commission.  All Commission members shall be notified of the date, time, and place of any 

committee meetings by mail and by e-mail prior to such meeting.  If time constraints do not permit 

notification by mail, Commission members will be notified by phone.  All Committee meetings 

shall be posted in accordance to P.A. 267, 1976, the Open Meetings Act. 

 

Nominating Committee 

The Chairperson shall appoint a Nominating Committee at the regular meeting preceding the 

September meeting when officer elections will be held.  The committee shall consist of at least 

three (3) members of the Commission.  The purpose of the committee shall be to place in 

nomination persons to serve as officers for the following year.  This shall not preclude nominations 

from the floor at the September meeting. 
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Budget Committee  

The Chairperson shall appoint a Budget Committee to meet with staff and recommend a budget 

for the Commission’s annual operations.  The Committee shall consist of at least three (3) 

members of the Commission. 

 

Special Committees 

As the need arises, the Chairperson shall appoint special committees to review specific issues.  

These committees shall consist of at least three (3) members of the Commission. 

 

FUNCTIONS 

The functions and responsibilities of the county planning commission are outlined in the Michigan 

Planning Enabling Act (P.A. 33, 2008) and the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning 

Commission Ordinance (Appendices A and B).  Other important functions of the planning 

commission are outlined below: 

 

Rule Making 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission shall make rules necessary for the 

orderly and efficient conduct of its business.  Said rules shall conform, but not be limited to, the 

provisions of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act and Genesee County Board Resolution and 

Ordinance.  

 

Employment of Staff 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission shall have the authority to appoint a 

Director-Coordinator.  Upon approval of the GCMPC, the Director-Coordinator may employ staff 

as necessary to carry out the responsibilities of GCMPC.  Such employment shall be carried out 

through the Genesee County Human Resources Department and shall be in accordance to 
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applicable collective bargaining agreements and policies established by the Genesee County 

Board of Commissioners.  The Director-Coordinator may be removed from his/her position by a 

majority vote of the total membership (six votes).  Such removal may occur only after written 

notice of reasons for such removal is delivered to the Director-Coordinator.  The Director-

Coordinator, at his/her discretion, may request a public hearing conducted in accordance with 

due process of law.  If requested, said hearing shall be held within 30 days of the Commission’s 

action.  At the Commission’s discretion, the duties and responsibilities of the Director-Coordinator 

may be delegated to another person during this period.  However, the Director-Coordinator shall 

receive his/her normal compensation to the date of such public hearing. 

 

Approval of Contracts, Vouchers and Bills 

The Commission shall formally approve the nature and amount of any contracts entered into for 

the staff’s performance of work or for performance of a service by another party for the 

Commission.  Exceptions to this are contracts or agreements necessary for day-to-day operations 

of the Commission.  In these instances, the Director-Coordinator shall have discretion to enter 

into such agreements.  Examples of day-to-day operational expenditures may include printing, 

purchase of supplies, photographic services, equipment rental, etc. 

 

The Commission shall act on all travel vouchers and shall authorize all expenditures for any 

overnight travel.  The Director-Coordinator may authorize overnight travel expenses only in cases 

where notice of meetings or workshops does not permit action on the part of the Planning 

Commission and only after consultation with the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson in the 

Chairperson’s absence. 

 

The Director-Coordinator shall have the discretion to approve the payment of bills for services 

and supplies prior to action by the Planning Commission.  Such discretion shall not include the 



9 
 

payment of travel vouchers or payments on contracts which have formally been approved by the 

Commission. 

 

Area-wide Clearinghouse for Federal Project Review 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission, under an agreement with the GLS 

Region V Planning and Development Commission, serves as a clearing house for Federal Project 

Review.  In this capacity it is responsible for advising interested agencies as to any federal 

applications for projects within Genesee County.  The Commission reviews all applications to 

ensure that the project does not duplicate or conflict with other projects and takes an endorsing, 

or non-endorsing action accordingly.  The recommendations are then sent to the federal funding 

agency and the applicant.  Further discussion relative to the clearinghouse function is included 

under Section IV. 

 

Local Plan Review 

The Michigan Planning Enabling Act (P.A. 33, 2008) designates the county Planning Commission 

as a review agency for local master plans developed under Act 33.  The county Planning 

Commission reviews the plan as to its conformity with the plans and programs identified in Act 

33.  GCMPC has a period of sixty-three (63) days after receipt to review and comment on a local 

master plan. 

 

MEETINGS 

Regular Meetings 

Meetings of the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission will be held the first Tuesday 

of each month at 8:00 a.m. in the GCMPC offices.  When the regular meeting day falls on a legal 

holiday, the planning commission shall select a suitable alternate day.  All regular meetings shall 

be posted in accordance to P.A. 267, 1976, the Open Meetings Act. 
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Special Meetings 

Special meetings or change in regular meeting time and/or place may be called at the request of 

the Chairperson, or of six (6) members of the planning commission.  Notice of special meetings 

or a change in regular meeting time and/or place shall be given by the Secretary to the members 

of the Planning Commission at least 48 hours prior to such meeting and shall state the purpose, 

place, and time of the meeting.  All special meetings shall be posted in accordance to P.A. 267, 

1976, the Open Meetings Act. 

 

Public 

All regular and special meetings, hearings, records, and accounts shall be open to the public. 

 

Quorum 

Six (6) members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business and the taking of official 

action for all matters, except the adoption of a Master Plan.  The affirmative vote of eight (8) 

members shall be necessary for the adoption of a Master Plan, or any part of a Master Plan.  

Whenever a quorum is not present at a regular or special meeting, those present shall adjourn 

the meeting to another day. 

 

Motions 

Motions shall be restated by the Chairperson before a vote is taken.  The name of the maker and 

supporter of a motion shall be recorded. 

 

Voting 
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Voting shall be by voice and shall be recorded by yeas and nays.  Any person having an objection 

shall be recorded.  Roll Call votes will be only upon request by a member of the Commission or 

unless required by law, ordinance, or regulation. 

 

Minutes 

The Director-Coordinator or his/her designee shall be responsible for taking the official minutes 

of the GCMPC meetings.  The minutes shall be compiled regularly and made available to any 

interested person upon request. 

 

Parliamentary Procedure 

Parliamentary procedure in Commission meetings shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, 

as amended. 

 

Order of Business:  Agenda 

The Secretary shall prepare an agenda for each meeting and the order of business therein shall 

be as follows: 

I. Roll Call 

II. Minutes 

III. Opportunity for Individuals to Address the Commission 

IV. Communications 

V. Committee Reports 

VI. New Business 

A. Federal Project Reviews 

B. Other 

VII. Finances 

A. Contracts, Vouchers and Bills 



12 
 

B. Commission Expenses and Per Diem 

C. Budget Sheets 

VIII. Old Business 

A. Project Status 

B. Commissioner Comment 

IX. Adjournment 

 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Declaration of Conflict 

Commission members shall declare a conflict of interest when any one or more of the following 

occur: 

1) A relative or other family member is involved in any request for which the Commission 
is asked to make a decision. 

 
2) The Commission member has a business or financial interest in the property involved 

in the request, or has a business or financial interest in the applicant’s company, 
agency, or association. 

 
3) The Commission member owns or has a financial interest in neighboring property.  For 

purposes of this Section, a neighboring property shall include any property falling 
within the notification radius for the proposed development, as required by the Zoning 
Ordinance, or other applicable Ordinance.  The Commission shall make a 
determination regarding the presence of a conflict of interest. 

 
4) There is a reasonable appearance of a conflict of interest, as determined by the 

Commission member declaring such conflict. 
 
 
Requirements 
 
When declaring a conflict, the Commission member shall do all of the following prior to the agenda 
item in which the conflict of interest exists: 
 

1) Announce a conflict of interest and state its general nature. 
 
2) Abstain from any discussion or votes relative to the matter which is the subject of the 

conflict. 
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3) In the event that the identification of a conflict of interest causes a quorum not to be 
reached, the agenda item will be postponed to the following meeting. 

 
 
UPDATING 
 
The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission Rules and Procedures / By-laws must 
be reviewed every three (3) years and updated as necessary. 
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SECTION IV 

STAFF ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS 

 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission employs a staff of 18 persons.  The staff 

organizational structure is illustrated below.  As indicated, the organization is comprised of two 

planning divisions and two support divisions.  All divisions perform under the administrative 

direction of the Director-Coordinator.  All of the staff, with the exception of the Director-

Coordinator, is covered under collective bargaining agreements.  The personnel policies are 

covered under the bargaining agreements.  The Planning Commission is also guided by the 

County’s Equal Opportunity Policy.  The purpose, staff support, and functions of each of the 

divisions are described in the following sections.  
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Insert Staff Organization Chart Here 
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GENESEE COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

Purpose 

The Genesee County Community Development Program is authorized under the provisions of 

Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, which entitled 

Genesee County, as an urban county, to plan and carry out a Community Development Program 

throughout Genesee County, outside the City of Flint. 

 

The intent of the Genesee County Community Development Program is threefold: 

1) to develop and maintain viable urban communities, 

2) to provide decent housing, and 

3) a suitable living environment for the residents of Genesee County – principally for 

persons of low and moderate income. 

The program is designed so as to allow the County and the County’s 29 participating local 

units of government to carry out priority Community Development activities essential to 

meeting the program objectives.  Through an involved process of citizen participation, 

local input, planning, and coordination, Community Development needs are identified, 

prioritized, and placed in the context of annual activities or projects. 

 

In addition to the administration of the Community Development Block Grant, staff also 

administrators HUD programs:  HOME Program, Emergency Solutions Grant Program. 

 

The Home Program provides funds for provision of affordable housing in Genesee County, 

outside the City of Flint.  These funds are used to provide new construction of homes, 

elderly housing, and substantial rehabilitation of existing housing. 
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The Emergency Solutions Grant Program provides funds to area homeless agencies on 

a competitive basis.  The funds help offset the costs of providing temporary housing for 

homeless individuals and families. 

 

Functions 

Local Projects 

The Genesee County Community Development Program receives an annual allocation of 

federal funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  

These Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) entitlement funds are used primarily 

for Local Projects in the County’s 29 participating communities. 

 

Typical local projects include street improvements, water and sewer lines, senior citizen 

centers, fire equipment, and other physical activities benefiting low and moderate income 

neighborhoods.  Public services, such as crime prevention and senior citizen services 

have also been funded.  A complete list or current local CD projects is included in Genesee 

County’s Five-Year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan. The Plan is for the 

Community Development Block Grant Program, the Emergency Solutions  Grant Program 

and the HOME Program which can be obtained from the CD staff. 

 

The Genesee County CD and HOME Program is required by HUD to calculate annual 

housing goals.  The Consolidated Plan specifies the numbers and general locations of 

assisted housing units to be constructed or rehabilitated.  All federal funds spent on 

housing in Genesee County must be consistent with the Consolidated Plan. 

 

An important part of the Plan is the Genesee County Home Improvement Program (HIP).  

Community Development Funds are set aside for the HIP.  Zero-interest loans are  
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are available to assist low and moderate income property owners to make code-related 

repairs. 

 

Community Housing Resource Board 

The provision of safe, decent, and standard housing opportunities for low and moderate-

income households assumes that choices can be made without discrimination because of 

race, sex or national origin.  The need to preserve fair housing opportunities is at the heart 

of all efforts to provide publicly-assisted housing opportunities for low and moderate-

income families in Genesee County.  In 1984, Genesee County’s actions to affirmatively 

further fair housing center around extensive program involvement with an organization 

named the Flint Area Community Housing Resource Board (CHRB).  CD staff has chaired 

the organization, attempted to expand its membership by personal contacts and 

correspondence and indirect promotion.  CD staff has attempted to establish its 

effectiveness by increasing public awareness of the organization’s existence and goals, 

the objective being to develop a viable CHRB organization to assist the local Realtor Board 

accomplish affirmative marketing in keeping with their voluntary agreement with HUD. 

 

Historic Preservation 

The CD Program has surveyed the entire County (outside the City of Flint) for historic 

resources and has listed five districts and 43 sites on the National Register of Historic 

Places.  The CD Program continues to encourage historic preservation and adaptive reuse 

projects. 
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TRANSPORTATION DIVISION 

Purpose 

In 1962, the Congress of the United States passed the Federal Aid Highway Act, which 

mandated the development and implementation of a continuing, coordinated and 

comprehensive (3-C) transportation planning process in urban areas of more than 50,000 

population as a condition to continued support for highways.  The participation of local 

units of government is a condition to the continued availability of federal highway funds in 

the urbanized area of the County. 

 

Upon establishment and staffing of the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning 

Commission, its staff was designated as project staff for the transportation planning 

process.  The process and policy organization is broadly based to permit maximum citizen 

and public official participation. 

 

Functions 

The Transportation Division receives an annual allocation of federal funds from the U.S. 

Department of Transportation.  These funds are used primarily for Local Projects in the 

County’s 33 participating communities. 

 

Typical local projects include new road construction, road widening, road resurfacing and 

various other enhancements to the transportation system.  A complete list or current 

projects is included in Genesee County’s Transportation Improvement Program.  

 

Transportation 

Planning for all elements of the Genesee County transportation system is carried out 

through the Flint-Genesee County Long Range Transportation Plan process.  Figure II 
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shows the organization of the committees guiding the transportation planning process as 

it has evolved in order to carry out the Flint-Genesee County Long Range Transportation 

Plan. 

 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Alliance (Metro Alliance) is the policy committee for the 

study and makes final decisions regarding the direction of the study pursuant to a series 

of agreements with the GCMPC, the State of Michigan Department of Transportation, and 

the U.S. Department of Transportation.   

FIGURE II 

THE COMMITTEES GUIDING THE FLINT-GENESEE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION STUDY* 
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*GCMPC PROVIDES TECHNICAL STAFF SUPPORT FOR THE Metropolitan Alliance 
and its committees. 

 

Every 4 years the transportation planning study must update the County’s Long Range 

Transportation Plan.  Each year the study collects information and investigates 

transportation problems to facilitate the update of the Long Range Plan.  This includes 

areas such as:  analysis of accident location information, pavement conditions and 

maintenance of the urban travel demand model.  In addition, the study has worked very 

closely with the transportation providers in Genesee County.  These include the Mass 

Transportation Authority, Bishop Airport Authority, the Road Commission and the Cities 

and Villages. 

 

The Long Range Transportation Plan is a prerequisite to the receipt of over $30 million a 

year of Federal Transportation funds.  These funds are distributed annually after an in-

depth, technical analysis of transportation applications from the local units of government 

within the Flint Urbanized area. 

 

This system is unique in the County in that it allows for citizen input at the top policy levels, 

in addition to the representation of local elected officials and other state and local 

governmental agencies.  At the technical level, the system has professions from all levels 

of the public and private sectors. 

 

Taken altogether, these committees form the guide for staff in administering the 

transportation planning system. 
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SUPPORT SERVICES 

Purpose 

This is the GCMPC’s key support, responsible for accounting , minutes, agendas, typing, 

filing and other normal types of clerical functions. 

 

The Clerical Division is comprised of a total of two Secretaries.  The Secretaries are also 

responsible for all minute taking functions associated with the Commission.  Each person 

is assigned the primary responsibility for one of the two planning divisions.  Finally, the 

Accounting Supervisor and Accountant are responsible for the maintenance of the 

accounting system and GCMPC financial records. 

 

OTHER FUNCTIONS 

GCMPC carries out a number of other activities and programs.  This section will describe 

the involvement of staff and the Commission in those programs. 

 

Solid Waste Program 

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, Part 115, Solid 

Waste Management, requires that each county have a Solid Waste Management Plan 

approved by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. GCMPC is the 

Designated Planning Agency for the County’s solid waste planning and works with the 

Genesee County Solid Waste Implementation Committee to implement the goals of the 

current plan.   

 

Federal Project Review 

Since the early 1970’s GCMPC has been designated as the agency responsible for 

reviewing applications for federal assistance.  The applications are generated from public, 
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quasi-public, or private agencies within the County.  GCMPC’s responsibilities as part of 

its review are to ensure that the proposed project or program for which the funds are 

sought do not duplicate or conflict with other projects or programs within the County.  In 

its role as the Clearinghouse for Federal Project Review, GCMPC carries out the following 

process: 

1. Upon receipt of the pre-application or application, a staff member is assigned 

review responsibility. 

2. The staff member sends a letter of notification to any agencies or parties which 

may have an interest in the project, requesting them to notify GCMPC if 

interested in further information. 

3. Staff reviews the proposed project and develops memorandum for review by 

the Planning Commission.  Staff’s assessment includes the following: 

a. Type and purpose of the project. 

b. Existing and proposed land use considerations. 

c. Zoning implications. 

d. Availability of community facilities and public utilities. 

e. Highway and public transit considerations. 

f. Segments of population to be served. 

g. Relationship to existing plans and policies. 

h. Environmental considerations (noise, air, water, soils, topography, 

vegetation, etc.). 

i. Relationship to prior or current GCMPC actions. 

4. A copy of staff’s review is sent to any agencies or individuals which have 

expressed an interest in the project.  If staff or any other agency or individuals 

have concerns regarding the project, a meeting may be called with the 

applicant to discuss and attempt to resolve the concerns. 
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5. The GCMPC, acting in its capacity as clearinghouse, takes action to endorse, 

endorse with conditions, or not endorse the project. 

6. Notification of GCMPC’s action is sent to the applicant agency and the federal 

agency from which the assistance has been sought. 

 

Farmland and Open Space Review 

The Farmland and Open Space Act (P.A. 116 of 1974) was signed into law by Governor 

William Milliken in 1974.  This program is designed to encourage the preservation of 

unique natural open space areas and prime agricultural areas by providing income or 

property tax benefits to landowners who enroll their property into the program.  Benefits 

from the natural open space preservation portion of the program is a relief from taxation 

on the development rights of a parcel as determined by a certified assessor.  Benefits of 

enrolling land in the farmland portion of the Act are as follows: 

1. Land signed up is exempt from special tax assessments, such as sanitary 

sewers, water, lights, and non-farm drainage, unless this assessment is 

imposed prior to the agreement being signed. 

2. The landowner is entitled to credit on his/her Michigan income tax for the 

amount of property tax on his/her signed-up farm which exceed 7% of his/her 

income. 

The County Planning Commission maintains records of areas designated under this 

program. 

 

Local Zoning Review 

The Genesee County Planning Commission provides staff assistance upon request (a fee 

of $100 is required) to local governmental units in the review of zoning ordinance text and 

map amendments.  When petitions are made to local units for zoning changes, most units 
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submit the approved changes to the Planning Commission staff for its records, however, 

some local units request staff to perform a technical review.  When a technical review is 

requested, staff assesses the proposed changes in accordance to the following factors: 

1. Relation to existing county and local plans. 

2. Relation to existing zoning patterns. 

3. Impact on existing land use in the area of the change. 

4. Adequacy of transportation facilities to serve the potential uses. 

5. Adequacy of public utilities to serve the potential uses. 

6. Soil characteristics of the site. 

 

As part of staff’s review process, a memorandum is prepared indicating the pertinent 

factors assessed by staff and concluding with a staff recommendation for approval, 

approval with conditions or modifications, or disapproval.  This memorandum is then 

transmitted back to the local government officials for their use in the decision-making 

process. 

 

P.A. 33 Review 

The Commission must review and comment on all capital improvements proposed by 

Genesee County. 

 

Special Projects 

The activities which have been previously described represent the bulk of GCMPC’s staff 

involvement.  However, there are times when staff participation is requested.  These have 

included: 

 1. Participation in the jail planning process. 
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2. Participation with the Genesee County Road Commission in the 

development and updating of the Genesee County Street and Road Map. 

3. Research and development of a tax mapping program for Genesee County. 

4. Participation with the Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission 

and private consultants in the development of a Golf Course Feasibility 

Study for the Genesee Recreation area. 

5. Development of a Parking Needs Study for the Genesee County 

Administration Building in the Flint CBD. 

6. Development of a space needs study for the entire Genesee County 

Governmental Operation.  
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SECTION V 

BUDGET AND FINANCING 

REVENUES 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission’s operations are financed from 

a variety of sources.  Funding agencies and amounts vary from year-to-year depending 

upon the programs being carried out by staff. 

 

Federal Funds 

Historically, a large percentage of GCMPC’s budget has been financed through federal 

sources.  Although federal funds still make up a substantial portion of the budget, federal 

funding programs have been significantly reduced.  Following is a list of those federal 

agencies which have funded GCMPC programs in the past. 

 Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

 

State Funds 

The amount of state funds GCMPC receives does not make up a significant portion of its 

budget.  State funds are primarily used for special studies such as Asset Management, 

Access Management, Hazard Mitigation, Link Michigan and Electronic Waste Recycling. 

 

Solid Waste Ordinance  

GCMPC receives funds to administer the Solid Waste Program from revenues collected 

through the Genesee County Solid Waste Ordinance. 

 

Professional Services 



28 
 

GCMPC receives funds through professional service contracts with outside agencies.  

GCMPC provides staff services under contract with GLS Region V Planning and 

Development Commission.  GCMPC is reimbursed for costs associated with the provision 

of these services.  The Planning Commission has also contracted with local units of 

government in the past for the provision of staff services for specific projects such as the 

development of maps, zoning ordinances, park and recreation plans, or master plan 

studies. 

 

County General Fund 

A portion of GCMPC’s operation is financed through the County General Fund.  As part of 

the annual budget process, GCMPC is required to develop a detailed budget outlining all 

projected revenues and costs.  The difference between anticipated revenues and cost 

forms the basis for GCMPC’s request for County General Funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29 
 

STAFF FUNCTION AND RESPONSIBLE POLICY-MAKING AGENT 

 

The following table lists the various projects that are carried out by the GCMPC staff.  

Then, in the right-hand column, the responsible policy-making agent or body is listed. 

 

Project or Program      Policy-Making Agent               

Genesee County Community Development    Genesee County Board 
Program, including Housing Programs   of Commissioners 
 
Transportation Planning Program    Genesee County 
        Metropolitan Alliance 
 
 
Solid Waste Program      Genesee County Board 
 
Federal Project Review     GCMPC 
 
Local Planning Zoning Review    Local Units of Government 
 
P.A. 33 Reviews      GCMPC 
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APPENDIX B 

 
Michigan Planning Enabling Act 

 
P.A. 33 of 2008, eff. Sept. 1 2008 

 

The People of the State of Michigan enact: 

ARTICLE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Michigan planning enabling 
act".  

Sec. 3. As used in this act:  

(a) "Chief administrative official" means the manager or other highest nonelected 
administrative official of a city or village.  

(b) "Chief elected official" means the mayor of a city, the president of a village, the 
supervisor of a township, or, subject to section 5, the chairperson of the county board of 
commissioners of a county.  

(c) "County board of commissioners", subject to section 5, means the elected county 
board of commissioners, except that, as used in sections 39 and 41, county board of 
commissioners means 1 of the following:  

(i) A committee of the county board of commissioners, if the county board of 
commissioners delegates its powers and duties under this act to the committee.  

(ii) The regional planning commission for the region in which the county is located, if the 
county board of commissioners delegates its powers and duties under this act to the 
regional planning commission.  

(d) "Ex officio member", in reference to a planning commission, means a member, with 
full voting rights unless otherwise provided by charter, who serves on the planning 
commission by virtue of holding another office, for the term of that other office.  

(e) "Legislative body" means the county board of commissioners of a county, the board 
of trustees of a township, or the council or other elected governing body of a city or 
village.  

(f) "Local unit of government" or "local unit" means a county or municipality.  

(g) "Master plan" means either of the following:  

(i) As provided in section 81(1), any plan adopted or amended before the effective date 
of this act under a planning act repealed under section 85.  



 
 

(ii) Any plan adopted or amended under this act. This includes, but is not limited to, a 
plan prepared by a planning commission authorized by this act and used to satisfy the 
requirement of section 203(1) of the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 
125.3203, regardless of whether it is entitled a master plan, basic plan, county plan, 
development plan, guide plan, land use plan, municipal plan, township plan, plan, or any 
other term.  

(h) "Municipality" or "municipal" means or refers to a city, village, or township.  

(i) "Planning commission" means either of the following, as applicable:  

(i) A planning commission created pursuant to section 11(1).  

(ii) A planning commission retained pursuant to section 81(2) or (3), subject to the 
limitations on the application of this act provided in section 81(2) and (3).  

(j) "Planning jurisdiction" for a county, city, or village refers to the areas encompassed by 
the legal boundaries of that county, city, or village, subject to section 31(1). Planning 
jurisdiction for a township refers to the areas encompassed by the legal boundaries of 
that township outside of the areas of incorporated villages and cities, subject to section 
31(1).  

(k) "Population" means the population according to the most recent federal decennial 
census or according to a special census conducted under section 7 of the Glenn Steil 
state revenue sharing act of 1971, 1971 PA 140, MCL 141.907, whichever is the more 
recent.  

(l) "Street" means a street, avenue, boulevard, highway, road, lane, alley, viaduct, or 
other way intended for use by automobiles.  

Sec. 5. The assignment of a power or duty under this act to a county officer or body is 
subject to 1966 PA 293, MCL45.501 to 45.521, or 1973 PA 139, MCL 45.551 to 45.573, 
in a county organized under 1 of those acts.  

Sec. 7. (1) A local unit of government may adopt, amend, and implement a master plan 
as provided in this act.  

(2) The general purpose of a master plan is to guide and accomplish, in the planning 
jurisdiction and its environs, development that satisfies all of the following criteria:  

(a) Is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical.  

(b) Considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its suitability for particular 
uses, judged in terms of such factors as trends in land and population development.  

(c) Will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote public health, safety, 
morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare.  



 
 

(d) Includes, among other things, promotion of or adequate provision for 1 or more of the 
following:  

(i) A system of transportation to lessen congestion on streets.  

(ii) Safety from fire and other dangers.  

(iii) Light and air.  

(iv) Healthful and convenient distribution of population.  

(v) Good civic design and arrangement and wise and efficient expenditure of public 
funds.  

(vi) Public utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply and other public 
improvements.  

(vii) Recreation.  

(viii) The use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability.  

ARTICLE II. PLANNING COMMISSION CREATION AND ADMINISTRATION  

Sec. 11. (1) A local unit of government may adopt an ordinance creating a planning 
commission with powers and duties provided in this act. The planning commission of a 
local unit of government shall be officially called "the planning commission", even if a 
charter, ordinance, or resolution uses a different name such as "plan board" or "planning 
board".  

(2) Within 14 days after a local unit of government adopts an ordinance under 
subsection (1) creating a planning commission, the clerk of the local unit shall transmit 
notice of the adoption to the planning commission of the county where the local unit is 
located. However, if there is not a county planning commission or if the local unit 
adopting the ordinance is a county, notice shall be transmitted to the regional planning 
commission engaged in planning for the region within which the local unit is located. 
Notice under this subsection is not required when a planning commission created before 
the effective date of this act continues in existence under this act, but is required when 
an ordinance governing or creating a planning commission is amended or superseded 
under section 81(2)(b) or (3)(b).  

(3) If, after the effective date of this act, a city or home rule village adopts a charter 
provision providing for a planning commission, the charter provision shall be 
implemented by an ordinance that conforms to this act. Section 81(2) provides for the 
continuation of a planning commission created by a charter provision adopted before the 
effective date of this act.  

(4) Section 81(3) provides for the continuation of a planning commission created under a 
planning act repealed under section 85.  



 
 

(5) Section 83 provides for the continued exercise by a planning commission, or the 
transfer to a planning commission, of the powers and duties of a zoning board or zoning 
commission.  

Sec. 13. (1) Subject to subsection (2), a township ordinance creating a planning 
commission under this act shall take effect 63 days after the ordinance is published by 
the township board in a newspaper having general circulation in the township.  

(2) Subject to subsection (3), before a township ordinance creating a planning 
commission takes effect, a petition may be filed with the township clerk requesting the 
submission of the ordinance to the electors residing in the unincorporated portion of the 
township for their approval or rejection. The petition shall be signed by a number of 
qualified and registered electors residing in the unincorporated portion of the township 
equal to not less than 8% of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor, at the last 
preceding general election at which a governor was elected. If such a petition is filed, the 
ordinance shall not take effect until approved by a majority of the electors residing in the 
unincorporated portion of the township voting thereon at the next regular or special 
election that allows reasonable time for proper notices and printing of ballots or at any 
special election called for that purpose, as determined by the township board. The 
township board shall specify the language of the ballot question.  

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply if the planning commission created by the ordinance is 
the successor to an existing zoning commission or zoning board as provided for under 
section 301 of the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3301.  

(4) If a township board does not on its own initiative adopt an ordinance under this act 
creating a planning commission, a petition may be filed with the township clerk 
requesting the township board to adopt such an ordinance. The petition shall be signed 
by a number of qualified and registered electors as provided in subsection (2). If such a 
petition is filed, the township board, at its first meeting following the filing shall submit the 
question to the electors of the township in the same manner as provided under 
subsection (2).  

(5) A petition under this section, including the circulation and signing of the petition, is 
subject to section 488 of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.488. A 
person who violates a provision of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 
to 168.992, applicable to a petition described in this section is subject to the penalties 
prescribed for that violation in the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 
168.992.  

Sec. 15. (1) In a municipality, the chief elected official shall appoint members of the 
planning commission, subject to approval by a majority vote of the members of the 
legislative body elected and serving. In a county, the county board of commissioners 
shall determine the method of appointment of members of the planning commission by 
resolution of a majority of the full membership of the county board.  

(2) A city, village, or township planning commission shall consist of 5, 7, or 9 members. 
A county planning commission shall consist of 5, 7, 9, or 11 members. Members of a 
planning commission other than ex officio members under subsection (5) shall be 
appointed for 3-year terms. However, of the members of the planning commission, other 



 
 

than ex officio members, first appointed, a number shall be appointed to 1-year or 2-year 
terms such that, as nearly as possible, the terms of 1/3 of all the planning commission 
members will expire each year. If a vacancy occurs on a planning commission, the 
vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as provided for an 
original appointment. A member shall hold office until his or her successor is appointed.  

(3) The membership of a planning commission shall be representative of important 
segments of the community, such as the economic, governmental, educational, and 
social development of the local unit of government, in accordance with the major 
interests as they exist in the local unit of government, such as agriculture, natural 
resources, recreation, education, public health, government, transportation, industry, and 
commerce. The membership shall also be representative of the entire geography of the 
local unit of government to the extent practicable.  

(4) Members of a planning commission shall be qualified electors of the local unit of 
government, except that the following number of planning commission members may be 
individuals who are not qualified electors of the local unit of government:  

(a) 3, in a city that on the effective date of this act had a population of more than 2,700 
but less than 2,800.  

(b) 2, in a city or village that has, or on the effective date of this act had, a population of 
less than 5,000, except as provided in subdivision (a).  

(c) 1, in local units of government other than those described in subdivision (a) or (b).  

(5) In a township that on the effective date of this act had a planning commission created 
under former 1931 PA 285, 1 member of the legislative body or the chief elected official, 
or both, may be appointed to the planning commission, as ex officio members. In any 
other township, 1 member of the legislative body shall be appointed to the planning 
commission, as an ex officio member. In a city, village, or county, the chief 
administrative official or a person designated by the chief administrative official, if any, 
the chief elected official, 1 or more members of the legislative body, or any combination 
thereof, may be appointed to the planning commission, as ex officio members, unless 
prohibited by charter. However, in a city, village, or county, not more than 1/3 of the 
members of the planning commission may be ex officio members. Except as provided in 
this subsection, an elected officer or employee of the local unit of government is not 
eligible to be a member of the planning commission. The term of an ex officio member of 
a planning commission shall be as follows:  

(a) The term of a chief elected official shall correspond to his or her term as chief elected 
official.  

(b) The term of a chief administrative official shall expire with the term of the chief 
elected official that appointed him or her as chief administrative official.  

(c) The term of a member of the legislative body shall expire with his or her term on the 
legislative body.  



 
 

(6) For a county planning commission, the county shall make every reasonable effort to 
ensure that the membership of the county planning commission includes a member of a 
public school board or an administrative employee of a school district included, in whole 
or in part, within the county's boundaries. The requirements of this subsection apply 
whenever an appointment is to be made to the planning commission, unless an 
incumbent is being reappointed or an  
ex officio member is being appointed under subsection (5).  

(7) Subject to subsection (8), a city or village that has a population of less than 5,000, 
and that has not created a planning commission by charter, may by an ordinance 
adopted under section 11(1) provide that 1 of the following boards serve as its planning 
commission:  

(a) The board of directors of the economic development corporation of the city or village 
created under the economic development corporations act, 1974 PA 338, MCL 125.1601 
to 125.1636.  

(b) The board of a downtown development authority created under 1975 PA 197, MCL 
125.1651 to 125.1681, if the boundaries of the downtown district are the same as the 
boundaries of the city or village.  

(c) A board created under the tax increment finance authority act, 1980 PA 450, MCL 
125.1801 to 125.1830, if the boundaries of the authority district are the same as the 
boundaries of the city or village.  

(8) Subsections (1) to (5) do not apply to a planning commission established under 
subsection (7). All other provisions of this act apply to a planning commission 
established under subsection (7).  

(9) The legislative body may remove a member of the planning commission for 
misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a 
public hearing. Before casting a vote on a matter on which a member may reasonably be 
considered to have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the potential conflict 
of interest to the planning commission. The member is disqualified from voting on the 
matter if so provided by the bylaws or by a majority vote of the remaining members of 
the planning commission. Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of interest 
as required by this subsection constitutes malfeasance in office. Unless the legislative 
body, by ordinance, defines conflict of interest for the purposes of this subsection, the 
planning commission shall do so in its bylaws.  

(10) An ordinance creating a planning commission may impose additional requirements 
relevant to the subject matter of, but not inconsistent with, this section.  

Sec. 17. (1) A planning commission shall elect a chairperson and secretary from its 
members and create and fill other offices as it considers advisable. An ex officio member 
of the planning commission is not eligible to serve as chairperson. The term of each 
officer shall be 1 year, with opportunity for reelection as specified in bylaws adopted 
under section 19.  



 
 

(2) A planning commission may appoint advisory committees whose members are not 
members of the planning commission.  

Sec. 19. (1) A planning commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business, 
and shall keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and 
determinations.  

(2) A planning commission shall make an annual written report to the legislative body 
concerning its operations and the status of planning activities, including 
recommendations regarding actions by the legislative body related to planning and 
development.  

Sec. 21. (1) A planning commission shall hold not less than 4 regular meetings each 
year, and by resolution shall determine the time and place of the meetings. Unless the 
bylaws provide otherwise, a special meeting of the planning commission may be called 
by the chairperson or by 2 other members, upon written request to the secretary. Unless 
the bylaws provide otherwise, the secretary shall send written notice of a special 
meeting to planning commission members not less than 48 hours before the meeting.  

(2) The business that a planning commission may perform shall be conducted at a public 
meeting of the planning commission held in compliance with the open meetings act, 
1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. Public notice of the time, date, and place of a 
regular or special meeting shall be given in the manner required by that act.  

(3) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a planning 
commission in the performance of an official function shall be made available to the 
public in compliance with the freedom of information act, 1976 PA442, MCL 15.231 to 
15.246.  

Sec. 23. (1) Members of a planning commission may be compensated for their services 
as provided by the legislative body. A planning commission may adopt bylaws relative to 
compensation and expenses of its members and employees for travel when engaged in 
the performance of activities authorized by the legislative body, including, but not limited 
to, attendance at conferences, workshops, educational and training programs, and 
meetings.  

(2) After preparing the annual report required under section 19, a planning commission 
may prepare a detailed budget and submit the budget to the legislative body for approval 
or disapproval. The legislative body annually may appropriate funds for carrying out the 
purposes and functions permitted under this act, and may match local government funds 
with federal, state, county, or other local government or private grants, contributions, or 
endowments.  

(3) A planning commission may accept gifts for the exercise of its functions. However, in 
a township, other than a township that on the effective date of this act had a planning 
commission created under former 1931 PA 285, only the township board may accept 
such gifts, on behalf of the planning commission. A gift of money so accepted in either 
case shall be deposited with the treasurer of the local unit of government in a special 
nonreverting planning commission fund for expenditure by the planning commission for 
the purpose designated by the donor. The treasurer shall draw a warrant against the 



 
 

special nonreverting fund only upon receipt of a voucher signed by the chairperson and 
secretary of the planning commission and an order drawn by the clerk of the local unit of 
government. The expenditures of a planning commission, exclusive of gifts and grants, 
shall be within the amounts appropriated by the legislative body.  

Sec. 25. (1) A local unit of government may employ a planning director and other 
personnel as it considers necessary, contract for the services of planning and other 
technicians, and incur other expenses, within a budget authorized by the legislative 
body. This authority shall be exercised by the legislative body, unless a charter provision 
or ordinance delegates this authority to the planning commission or another body or 
official. The appointment of employees is subject to the same provisions of law as 
govern other corresponding civil employees of the local unit of government.  

(2) For the purposes of this act, a planning commission may make use of maps, data, 
and other information and expert advice provided by appropriate federal, state, regional, 
county, and municipal officials, departments, and agencies. All public officials, 
departments, and agencies shall make available public information for the use of 
planning commissions and furnish such other technical assistance and advice as they 
may have for planning purposes.  

ARTICLE III. PREPARATION AND ADOPTION OF MASTER PLAN  

Sec. 31. (1) A planning commission shall make and approve a master plan as a guide 
for development within the planning jurisdiction subject to section 81 and the following:  

(a) For a county, the master plan may include planning in cooperation with the 
constituted authorities for incorporated areas in whole or to the extent to which, in the 
planning commission's judgment, they are related to the planning of the unincorporated 
territory or of the county as a whole.  

(b) For a township that on the effective date of this act had a planning commission 
created under former 1931 PA285, or for a city or village, the planning jurisdiction may 
include any areas outside of the municipal boundaries that, in the planning commission's 
judgment, are related to the planning of the municipality.  

(2) In the preparation of a master plan, a planning commission shall do all of the 
following, as applicable:  

(a) Make careful and comprehensive surveys and studies of present conditions and 
future growth within the planning jurisdiction with due regard to its relation to neighboring 
jurisdictions.  

(b) Consult with representatives of adjacent local units of government in respect to their 
planning so that conflicts in master plans and zoning may be avoided.  

(c) Cooperate with all departments of the state and federal governments and other public 
agencies concerned with programs for economic, social, and physical development 
within the planning jurisdiction and seek the maximum coordination of the local unit of 
government's programs with these agencies.  



 
 

(3) In the preparation of the master plan, the planning commission may meet with other 
governmental planning commissions or agency staff to deliberate.  

(4) In general, a planning commission has such lawful powers as may be necessary to 
enable it to promote local planning and otherwise carry out the purposes of this act.  

Sec. 33. (1) A master plan shall address land use and infrastructure issues and may 
project 20 years or more into the future. A master plan shall include maps, plats, charts, 
and descriptive, explanatory, and other related matter and shall show the planning 
commission's recommendations for the physical development of the planning 
jurisdiction.  

(2) A master plan shall also include those of the following subjects that reasonably can 
be considered as pertinent to the future development of the planning jurisdiction:  

(a) A land use plan that consists in part of a classification and allocation of land for 
agriculture, residences, commerce, industry, recreation, ways and grounds, public 
buildings, schools, soil conservation, forests, woodlots, open space, wildlife refuges, and 
other uses and purposes. If a county has not adopted a zoning ordinance under former 
1943 PA 183 or the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 
125.3702, a land use plan and program for the county may be a general plan with a 
generalized future land use map.  

(b) The general location, character, and extent of streets, railroads, airports, bicycle 
paths, pedestrian ways, bridges, waterways, and waterfront developments; sanitary 
sewers and water supply systems; facilities for flood prevention, drainage, pollution 
prevention, and maintenance of water levels; and public utilities and structures.  

(c) Recommendations as to the general character, extent, and layout of redevelopment 
or rehabilitation of blighted areas; and the removal, relocation, widening, narrowing, 
vacating, abandonment, change of use, or extension of streets, grounds, open spaces, 
buildings, utilities, or other facilities.  

(d) For a local unit of government that has adopted a zoning ordinance, a zoning plan for 
various zoning districts controlling the height, area, bulk, location, and use of buildings 
and premises. The zoning plan shall include an explanation of how the land use 
categories on the future land use map relate to the districts on the zoning map.  

(e) Recommendations for implementing any of the master plan's proposals.  

(3) If a master plan is or includes a master street plan, the means for implementing the 
master street plan in cooperation with the county road commission and the state 
transportation department shall be specified in the master street plan in a manner 
consistent with the respective powers and duties of and any written agreements between 
these entities and the municipality.  

(4) This section is subject to section 81(1).  

Sec. 35. A planning commission may, by a majority vote of the members, adopt a 
subplan for a geographic area less than the entire planning jurisdiction, if, because of the 



 
 

unique physical characteristics of that area, more intensive planning is necessary for the 
purposes set forth in section 7.  

Sec. 37. (1) A county board of commissioners may designate the county planning 
commission as the metropolitan county planning commission. A county planning 
commission so designated shall perform metropolitan and regional planning whenever 
necessary or desirable. The metropolitan county planning commission may engage in 
comprehensive planning, including, but not limited to, the following:  

(a) Preparation, as a guide for long-range development, of general physical plans with 
respect to the pattern and intensity of land use and the provision of public facilities, 
together with long-range fiscal plans for such development.  

(b) Programming of capital improvements based on relative urgency, together with 
definitive financing plans for the improvements to be constructed in the earlier years of 
the program.  

(c) Coordination of all related plans of local governmental agencies within the 
metropolitan area or region.  

(d) Intergovernmental coordination of all related planning activities among the state and 
local governmental agencies within the metropolitan area or region.  

(2) In addition to the powers conferred by other provisions of this act, a metropolitan 
county planning commission may apply for, receive, and accept grants from any local, 
regional, state, or federal governmental agency and agree to and comply with the terms 
and conditions of such grants. A metropolitan county planning commission may do any 
and all things necessary or desirable to secure the financial aid or cooperation of a 
regional, state, or federal governmental agency in carrying out its functions, when 
approved by a 2/3 vote of the county board of commissioners.  

Sec. 39. (1) A master plan shall be adopted under the procedures set forth in this section 
and sections 41 and 43. A master plan may be adopted as a whole or by successive 
parts corresponding with major geographical areas of the planning jurisdiction or with 
functional subject matter areas of the master plan.  

(2) Before preparing a master plan, a planning commission shall send to all of the 
following, by first-class mail or personal delivery, a notice explaining that the planning 
commission intends to prepare a master plan and requesting the recipient's cooperation 
and comment:  

(a) For any local unit of government undertaking a master plan, the planning 
commission, or if there is no planning commission, the legislative body, of each 
municipality located within or contiguous to the local unit of government.  

(b) For a county undertaking a master plan, the regional planning commission for the 
region in which the county is located, if any.  



 
 

(c) For a county undertaking a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there 
is no county planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county 
located contiguous to the county.  

(d) For a municipality undertaking a master plan, the regional planning commission for 
the region in which the municipality is located, if there is no county planning commission 
for the county in which that municipality is located. If there is a county planning 
commission, the municipal planning commission may consult with the regional planning 
commission but is not required to do so.  

(e) For a municipality undertaking a master plan, the county planning commission, or if 
there is no county planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for the 
county in which that municipality is located.  

(f) For any local unit of government undertaking a master plan, each public utility 
company and railroad company owning or operating a public utility or railroad within the 
local unit of government, and any government entity that registers its name and mailing 
address for this purpose with the planning commission.  

(g) If the master plan will include a master street plan, the county road commission and 
the state transportation department.  

(3) A submittal under section 41 or 43 by or to an entity described in subsection (2) may 
be made by personal or first-class mail delivery of a hard copy or by electronic mail. 
However, the planning commission preparing the plan shall not make such submittals by 
electronic mail unless, in the notice described in subsection (2), the planning 
commission states that it intends to make such submittals by electronic mail and the 
entity receiving that notice does not respond by objecting to the use of electronic mail. 
Electronic mail may contain a link to a website on which the submittal is posted if the 
website is accessible to the public free of charge.  

Sec. 41. (1) After preparing a proposed master plan, a planning commission shall submit 
the proposed master plan to the legislative body for review and comment. The process 
of adopting a master plan shall not proceed further unless the legislative body approves 
the distribution of the proposed master plan.  

(2) If the legislative body approves the distribution of the proposed master plan, it shall 
notify the secretary of the planning commission, and the secretary of the planning 
commission shall submit, in the manner provided in section39(3), a copy of the proposed 
master plan, for review and comment, to all of the following:  

(a) For any local unit of government proposing a master plan, the planning commission, 
or if there is no planning commission, the legislative body, of each municipality located 
within or contiguous to the local unit of government.  

(b) For a county proposing a master plan, the regional planning commission for the 
region in which the county is located, if any.  



 
 

(c) For a county proposing a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is 
no county planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county 
located contiguous to the county.  

(d) For a municipality proposing a master plan, the regional planning commission for the 
region in which the municipality is located, if there is no county planning commission for 
the county in which that local unit of government is located. If there is a county planning 
commission, the secretary of the planning commission may submit a copy of the 
proposed master plan to the regional planning commission but is not required to do so.  

(e) For a municipality proposing a master plan, the county planning commission, or if 
there is no county planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for the 
county in which that municipality is located. The secretary of the planning commission 
shall concurrently submit to the county planning commission, in the manner provided in 
section 39(3), a statement that the requirements of subdivision (a) have been met or, if 
there is no county planning commission, shall submit to the county board of 
commissioners, in the manner provided in section 39(3), a statement that the 
requirements of subdivisions (a) and (d) have been met. The statement shall be signed 
by the secretary and shall include the name and address of each planning commission 
or legislative body to which a copy of the proposed master plan was submitted under 
subdivision (a) or (d), as applicable, and the date of submittal.  

(f) For any local unit of government proposing a master plan, each public utility company 
and railroad company owning or operating a public utility or railroad within the local unit 
of government, and any government entity that registers its name and address for this 
purpose with the secretary of the planning commission. An entity described in this 
subdivision that receives a copy of a proposed master plan, or of a final master plan as 
provided in section 43(5), shall reimburse the local unit of government for any copying 
and postage costs thereby incurred.  

(g) If the proposed master plan is or includes a proposed master street plan, the county 
road commission and the state transportation department.  

(3) An entity described in subsection (2) may submit comments on the proposed master 
plan to the planning commission in the manner provided in section 39(3) within 63 days 
after the proposed master plan was submitted to that entity under subsection (2). If the 
county planning commission or the county board of commissioners that receives a copy 
of a proposed master plan under subsection (2)(e) submits comments, the comments 
shall include, but need not be limited to, both of the following, as applicable:  

(a) A statement whether the county planning commission or county board of 
commissioners considers the proposed master plan to be inconsistent with the master 
plan of any municipality or region described in subsection (2)(a) or (d).  

(b) If the county has a county master plan, a statement whether the county planning 
commission considers the proposed master plan to be inconsistent with the county 
master plan.  

(4) The statements provided for in subsection (3)(a) and (b) are advisory only.  



 
 

Sec. 43. (1) Before approving a proposed master plan, a planning commission shall hold 
not less than 1 public hearing on the proposed master plan. The hearing shall be held 
after the expiration of the deadline for comment under section 41(3). The planning 
commission shall give notice of the time and place of the public hearing not less than 15 
days before the hearing by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
local unit of government. The planning commission shall also submit notice of the public 
hearing in the manner provided in section 39(3) to each entity described in section 39(2). 
This notice may accompany the proposed master plan submitted under section 41.  

(2) The approval of the proposed master plan shall be by resolution of the planning 
commission carried by the affirmative votes of not less than 2/3 of the members of a city 
or village planning commission or not less than a majority of the members of a township 
or county planning commission. The resolution shall refer expressly to the maps and 
descriptive and other matter intended by the planning commission to form the master 
plan. A statement recording the planning commission's approval of the master plan, 
signed by the chairperson or secretary of the planning commission, shall be included on 
the inside of the front or back cover of the master plan and, if the future land use map is 
a separate document from the text of the master plan, on the future land use map. 
Following approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission, the 
secretary of the planning commission shall submit a copy of the master plan to the 
legislative body.  

(3) Approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission under subsection 
(2) is the final step for adoption of the master plan, unless the legislative body by 
resolution has asserted the right to approve or reject the master plan. In that case, after 
approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission, the legislative body 
shall approve or reject the proposed master plan. A statement recording the legislative 
body's approval of the master plan, signed by the clerk of the legislative body, shall be 
included on the inside of the front or back cover of the master plan and, if the future land 
use map is a separate document from the text of the master plan, on the future land use 
map.  

(4) If the legislative body rejects the proposed master plan, the legislative body shall 
submit to the planning commission a statement of its objections to the proposed master 
plan. The planning commission shall consider the legislative body's objections and 
revise the proposed master plan so as to address those objections. The procedures 
provided in subsections (1) to (3) and this subsection shall be repeated until the 
legislative body approves the proposed master plan.  

(5) Upon final adoption of the master plan, the secretary of the planning commission 
shall submit, in the manner provided in section 39(3), copies of the adopted master plan 
to the same entities to which copies of the proposed master plan were required to be 
submitted under section 41(2).  

Sec. 45. (1) An extension, addition, revision, or other amendment to a master plan shall 
be adopted by following the procedure under sections 39, 41, and 43, subject to all of 
the following:  

(a) Any of the following amendments to a master plan may be made without following 
the procedure under sections39, 41, and 43:  



 
 

(i) A grammatical, typographical, or similar editorial change.  

(ii) A title change.  

(iii) A change to conform to an adopted plat.  

(b) Subject to subdivision (a), the review period provided for in section 41(3) shall be 42 
days instead of 63 days.  

(c) When a planning commission sends notice to an entity under section 39(2) that it 
intends to prepare a subplan, the notice may indicate that the local unit of government 
intends not to provide that entity with further notices of or copies of proposed or final 
subplans otherwise required to be submitted to that entity under section 39, 41, or 43. 
Unless the entity responds that it chooses to receive notice of subplans, the local unit of 
government is not required to provide further notice of subplans to that entity.  

(2) At least every 5 years after adoption of a master plan, a planning commission shall 
review the master plan and determine whether to commence the procedure to amend 
the master plan or adopt a new master plan. The review and its findings shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the relevant meeting or meetings of the planning commission.  

Sec. 47. (1) Subject to subsection (2), a part of a county master plan covering an 
incorporated area within the county shall not be recognized as the official master plan or 
part of the official master plan for that area unless adopted by the appropriate city or 
village in the manner prescribed by this act.  

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if the incorporated area is subject to county zoning 
pursuant to the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, 
and a contract under the urban cooperation act, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 
124.512, or 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL 124.531 to 124.536.  

Sec. 49. (1) This act does not alter the authority of a planning department of a city or 
village created by charter to submit a proposed master plan, or a proposed extension, 
addition, revision, or other amendment to a master plan, to the planning commission, 
whether directly or indirectly as provided by charter.  

(2) Subsection (1) notwithstanding, a planning commission described in subsection (1) 
shall comply with the requirements of this act.  

Sec. 51. (1) To promote public interest in and understanding of the master plan, a 
planning commission may publish and distribute copies of the master plan or of any 
report, and employ other means of publicity and education.  

(2) A planning commission shall consult with and advise public officials and agencies, 
public utility companies, civic, educational, professional, and other organizations, and 
citizens concerning the promotion or implementation of the master plan.  

ARTICLE IV. SPECIAL PROVISIONS, INCLUDING  
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND SUBDIVISION REVIEW  



 
 

Sec. 61. (1) A street; square, park, playground, public way, ground, or other open space; 
or public building or other structure shall not be constructed or authorized for 
construction in an area covered by a municipal master plan unless the location, 
character, and extent of the street, public way, open space, structure, or utility have 
been submitted to the planning commission by the legislative body or other body having 
jurisdiction over the authorization or financing of the project and has been approved by 
the planning commission. The planning commission shall submit its reasons for approval 
or disapproval to the body having jurisdiction. If the planning commission disapproves, 
the body having jurisdiction may overrule the planning commission by a vote of not less 
than 2/3 of its entire membership for a township that on the enactment date of this act 
had a planning commission created under former 1931 PA 285, or for a city or village, or 
by a vote of not less than a majority of its membership for any other township. If the 
planning commission fails to act within 35 days after submission of the proposal to the 
planning commission, the project shall be considered to be approved by the planning 
commission.  

(2) Following adoption of the county plan or any part of a county plan and the 
certification by the county planning commission to the county board of commissioners of 
a copy of the plan, work shall not be initiated on any project involving the expenditure of 
money by a county board, department, or agency for the acquisition of land, the erection 
of structures, or the extension, construction, or improvement of any physical facility by 
any county board, department, or agency unless a full description of the project, 
including, but not limited to, its proposed location and extent, has been submitted to the 
county planning commission and the report and advice of the planning commission on 
the proposal have been received by the county board of commissioners and by the 
county board, department, or agency submitting the proposal. However, work on the 
project may proceed if the planning commission fails to provide in writing its report and 
advice upon the proposal within 35 days after the proposal is filed with the planning 
commission. The planning commission shall provide copies of the report and advice to 
the county board, department, or agency sponsoring the proposal.  

Sec. 63. If the opening, widening, or extension of a street, or the acquisition or 
enlargement of any square, park, playground, or other open space has been approved 
by a township planning commission that was created before the effective date of this act 
under former 1931 PA 285 or by a city or village planning commission and authorized by 
the legislative body as provided under section 61, the legislative body shall not rescind 
its authorization unless the matter has been resubmitted to the planning commission and 
the rescission has been approved by the planning commission. The planning 
commission shall hold a public hearing on the matter. The planning commission shall 
submit its reasons for approval or disapproval of the rescission to the legislative body. If 
the planning commission disapproves the rescission, the legislative body may overrule 
the planning commission by a vote of not less than 2/3 of its entire membership. If the 
planning commission fails to act within 63 days after submission of the proposed 
rescission to the planning commission, the proposed rescission shall be considered to 
be approved by the planning commission.  

Sec. 65. (1) To further the desirable future development of the local unit of government 
under the master plan, a planning commission, after adoption of a master plan, shall 
annually prepare a capital improvements program of public structures and 
improvements, unless the planning commission is exempted from this requirement by 



 
 

charter or otherwise. If the planning commission is exempted, the legislative body either 
shall prepare and adopt a capital improvements program, separate from or as a part of 
the annual budget, or shall delegate the preparation of the capital improvements 
program to the chief elected official or a nonelected administrative official, subject to final 
approval by the legislative body. The capital improvements program shall show those 
public structures and improvements, in the general order of their priority, that in the 
commission's judgment will be needed or desirable and can be undertaken within the 
ensuing 6-year period. The capital improvements program shall be based upon the 
requirements of the local unit of government for all types of public structures and 
improvements. Consequently, each agency or department of the local unit of 
government with authority for public structures or improvements shall upon request 
furnish the planning commission with lists, plans, and estimates of time and cost of those 
public structures and improvements.  

(2) Any township may prepare and adopt a capital improvement program. However, 
subsection (1) is only mandatory for a township if the township, alone or jointly with 1 or 
more other local units of government, owns or operates a water supply or sewage 
disposal system.  

Sec. 67. A planning commission may recommend to the appropriate public officials 
programs for public structures and improvements and for the financing thereof, 
regardless of whether the planning commission is exempted from the requirement to 
prepare a capital improvements program under section 65.  

Sec. 69. If a municipal planning commission has zoning duties pursuant to section 83 
and the municipality has adopted a zoning ordinance, the county planning commission, if 
any, may, by first-class mail or personal delivery, request the municipal planning 
commission to submit to the county planning commission a copy of the zoning ordinance 
and any amendments. The municipal planning commission shall submit the requested 
documents to the county planning commission within 63 days after the request is 
received and shall submit any future amendments to the zoning ordinance within 63 
days after the amendments are adopted. The municipal planning commission may 
submit a zoning ordinance or amendment under this subsection electronically.  

Sec. 71. (1) A planning commission may recommend to the legislative body provisions of 
an ordinance or rules governing the subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of 
the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.105. If a township is subject to county 
zoning consistent with section 209 of the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, 
MCL125.3209, or a city or village is subject to county zoning pursuant to the Michigan 
zoning enabling act, 2006 PA110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, and a contract under the 
urban cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512, or 1967 
(Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL 124.531 to 124.536, the county planning commission may 
recommend to the legislative body of the municipality provisions of an ordinance or rules 
governing the subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of the land division act, 
1967 PA 288, MCL 560.105. A planning commission may proceed under this subsection 
on its own initiative or upon request of the appropriate legislative body.  

(2) Recommendations for a subdivision ordinance or rule may address plat design, 
including the proper arrangement of streets in relation to other existing or planned 
streets and to the master plan; adequate and convenient open spaces for traffic, utilities, 



 
 

access of firefighting apparatus, recreation, light, and air; and the avoidance of 
congestion of population, including minimum width and area of lots. The 
recommendations may also address the extent to which streets shall be graded and 
improved and to which water and sewer and other utility mains, piping, or other facilities 
shall be installed as a condition precedent to the approval of a plat.  

(3) Before recommending an ordinance or rule described in subsection (1), the planning 
commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance or rule. The planning 
commission shall give notice of the time and place of the public hearing not less than 15 
days before the hearing by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
local unit of government.  

(4) If a municipality has adopted a master plan or master street plan, the planning 
commission of that municipality shall review and make recommendations on plats before 
action thereon by the legislative body under section 112 of the land division act, 1967 PA 
288, MCL 560.112. If a township is subject to county zoning consistent with section 209 
of the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3209, or a city or village is 
subject to county zoning pursuant to the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, 
MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, and a contract under the urban cooperation act of 1967, 
1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512, or 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL 124.531 
to 124.536, and the municipality has adopted a master plan or master street plan, the 
county planning commission shall also review and make recommendations on plats 
before action thereon by the legislative body of the municipality under section 112 of the 
land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.112.  

(5) A planning commission shall not take action on a proposed plat without affording an 
opportunity for a public hearing thereon. A plat submitted to the planning commission 
shall contain the name and address of the proprietor or other person to whom notice of a 
hearing shall be sent. Not less than 15 days before the date of the hearing, notice of the 
date, time, and place of the hearing shall be sent to that person at that address by mail 
and shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality. Similar 
notice shall be mailed to the owners of land immediately adjoining the proposed platted 
land.  

(6) A planning commission shall recommend approval, approval with conditions, or 
disapproval of a plat within 63days after the plat is submitted to the planning 
commission. If applicable standards under the land division act, 1967 PA288, MCL 
560.101 to 560.293, and an ordinance or published rules governing the subdivision of 
land authorized under section 105 of that act, MCL 560.105, are met, the planning 
commission shall recommend approval of the plat. If the planning commission fails to act 
within the required period, the plat shall be considered to have been recommended for 
approval, and a certificate to that effect shall be issued by the planning commission upon 
request of the proprietor. However, the proprietor may waive this requirement and 
consent to an extension of the 63-day period. The grounds for any recommendation of 
disapproval of a plat shall be stated upon the records of the planning commission.  

(7) A plat approved by a municipality and recorded under section 172 of the land division 
act, 1967 PA 288, MCL560.172, shall be considered to be an amendment to the master 
plan and a part thereof. Approval of a plat by a municipality does not constitute or effect 
an acceptance by the public of any street or other open space shown upon the plat.  



 
 

ARTICLE V. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS AND REPEALER  

Sec. 81. (1) Unless rescinded by the local unit of government, any plan adopted or 
amended under a planning act repealed under section 85 need not be readopted under 
this act but continues in effect as a master plan under this act, regardless of whether it is 
entitled a master plan, basic plan, county plan, development plan, guide plan, land use 
plan, municipal plan, township plan, plan, or any other term. This includes, but is not 
limited to, a plan prepared by a planning commission and adopted before the effective 
date of this act to satisfy the requirements of section 1 of the former city and village 
zoning act, 1921 PA 207, section 3 of the former township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, 
section 3 of the former county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, or section 203(1) of the 
Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3203. The master plan is subject 
to the requirements of this act, including, but not limited to, the requirement for periodic 
review under section 45(2) and the amendment procedures set forth in this act. 
However, the master plan is not subject to the requirements of section 33 until it is first 
amended under this act.  

(2) Unless repealed, a city or home rule village charter provision creating a planning 
commission before the effective date of this act and any ordinance adopted before the 
effective date of this act implementing that charter provision continues in effect under 
this act, and the planning commission need not be newly created by an ordinance 
adopted under this act. However, both of the following apply:  

(a) The legislative body may by ordinance increase the powers and duties of the 
planning commission to correspond with the powers and duties of a planning 
commission created under this act. Provisions of this act regarding planning commission 
powers and duties do not otherwise apply to a planning commission created by charter 
before the effective date of this act and provisions of this act regarding planning 
commission membership, appointment, and organization do not apply to such a planning 
commission. All other provisions of this act, including, but not limited to, provisions 
regarding planning commission selection of officers, meetings, rules, records, 
appointment of employees, contracts for services, and expenditures, do apply to such a 
planning commission.  

(b) The legislative body shall amend any ordinance adopted before the effective date of 
this act to implement the charter provision, or repeal the ordinance and adopt a new 
ordinance, to fully conform to the requirements of this act made applicable by 
subdivision (a), by the earlier of the following dates:  

(i) The date when an amendatory or new ordinance is first adopted under this act for any 
purpose.  

(ii) July 1, 2011.  

(3) Unless repealed, an ordinance creating a planning commission under former 1931 
PA 285 or former 1945 PA 282 or a resolution creating a planning commission under 
former 1959 PA 168 continues in effect under this act, and the planning commission 
need not be newly created by an ordinance adopted under this act. However, all of the 
following apply:  



 
 

(a) Beginning on the effective date of this act, the duties of the planning commission are 
subject to the requirements of this act.  

(b) The legislative body shall amend the ordinance, or repeal the ordinance or resolution 
and adopt a new ordinance, to fully conform to the requirements of this act by the earlier 
of the following dates:  

(i) The date when an amendatory or new ordinance is first adopted under this act for any 
purpose.  

(ii) July 1, 2011.  

(c) An ordinance adopted under subdivision (b) is not subject to referendum.  

(4) Unless repealed or rescinded by the legislative body, an ordinance or published rules 
governing the subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of the land division act, 
1967 PA 288, MCL 560.105, need not be readopted under this act or amended to 
comply with this act but continue in effect under this act. However, if amended, the 
ordinance or published rules shall be amended under the procedures of this act.  

Sec. 83. (1) If, on the effective date of this act, a planning commission had the powers 
and duties of a zoning board or zoning commission under the former city and village 
zoning act, 1921 PA 207, the former county zoning act, 1943 PA183, or the former 
township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, and under the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 
PA 110, MCL125.3101 to 125.3702, the planning commission may continue to exercise 
those powers and duties without amendment of the ordinance, resolution, or charter 
provision that created the planning commission.  

(2) If, on the effective date of this act, a local unit of government had a planning 
commission without zoning authority created under former 1931 PA 285, former 1945 
PA 282, or former 1959 PA 168, the legislative body may by amendment to the 
ordinance creating the planning commission, or, if the planning commission was created 
by resolution, may by resolution, transfer to the planning commission all the powers and 
duties provided to a zoning board or zoning commission created under the Michigan 
zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702. If an existing zoning 
board or zoning commission in the local unit of government is nearing the completion of 
its draft zoning ordinance, the legislative body shall postpone the transfer of the zoning 
board's or zoning commission's powers, duties, and records until the completion of the 
draft zoning ordinance, but is not required to postpone the transfer more than 1 year.  

(3) If, on or after the effective date of this act, a planning commission is created in a local 
unit of government that has had a zoning board or zoning commission since before the 
effective date of this act, the legislative body shall transfer all the powers, duties, and 
records of the zoning board or zoning commission to the planning commission before 
July 1, 2011. If the existing zoning board or zoning commission is nearing the completion 
of its draft zoning ordinance, the legislative body may, by resolution, postpone the 
transfer of the zoning board's or zoning commission's powers, duties, and records until 
the completion of the draft zoning ordinance, but not later than until 1 year after creation 
of the planning commission or July 1, 2011, whichever comes first.  



 
 

Sec. 85. (1) The following acts are repealed:  

(a) 1931 PA 285, MCL 125.31 to 125.45.  

(b) 1945 PA 282, MCL 125.101 to 125.115.  

(c) 1959 PA 168, MCL 125.321 to 125.333.  

(2) Any plan adopted or amended under an act repealed under subsection (1) is subject 
to section 81(1).  

Enacting section 1. This act takes effect September 1, 2008.  

  



 
 

APPENDIX C 
 

Maps for Sale 
 

 
Paper Maps and Fees: 
 
36” x 48” Commissioner District Map – Plotter   $20.00 per sheet 
 
36” x 48” Low/Moderate Income Map – Plotter  $20.00 per sheet 
 
36” x 48” Pre-existing Color maps - Plotter  $20.00 per sheet 
 
36” x 48” Political Districts and Precincts Maps  $20.00 per map 
 
36” x 48” Census Maps (2000 Tract map)  $20.00 per map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX D 
 

Amendment to the Genesee County Solid Waste Ordinance 
and 

Genesee County Solid Waste Ordinance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




