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The preparation of this document has been financed in 
part through the Federal Highway Administration, the Fed-
eral Transit Administration, the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, and Genesee County (including Genesee 
County Solid Waste Ordinance funds) under provisions of 
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act.  U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development funding 
has also been used for the development of this plan under 
provisions of the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974, as amended; the McKinney Act of 1987, and 
the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990. 

Goodrich Library 
Credit: Anna Pinter 
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Credit: Paula Schmidt 

City of Davison 
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1. Our Story 

2. Our Vision 

3. Our Community 

4. Our Strategy 

5. Our Actions 

Holloway Reservoir 
Credit: Aaron Burden
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Genesee: Our County, Our Future is a combined plan written by the GCMPC staff, and focus
es on transportation, community development, and the environment. Being the first combined 
plan created for Genesee County, this document presents a tremendous opportunity to imple-
ment an all-inclusive foundation for future development. The plan not only describes the opportu
nities for Genesee County, but provides interesting data on a wide range of topics. Most importan
Genesee: Our County, Our Future incorporates thousands of ideas heard from the public which help
in establishing realistic visions and actions to foster a vibrant community for people to live, work, 
and play. 

shing Riverwalk 
edit: Aaron Burden  
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Downtown Fenton 
Credit: Chris ne Pobocik  
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Why We Are Significant 

G eneral Motors (GM), the United Auto Workers 
of America (UAW), and the auto industry creat-

ed prosperity in the early 20th century. Our communi-
es grew quickly in housing, infrastructure, educa onal 

ins tu ons, and hospitals. Today, Genesee County is 
the fi h most populated county in Michigan with thirty-
three local units of government, each presen ng their 
own dis nct sense of place. Situated at the crossroads 
of three major highways, our County is located one 
hour from Lansing, Ann Arbor, Saginaw, the greater 
Detroit area, as well as an interna onal crossing to Can-
ada (Figure 1-1). The County is a regional hub that 
offers a variety of ameni es including three higher edu-
ca on ins tu ons, three state-of-the-art medical facili-

es, numerous recrea onal a rac ons and employ-
ment opportuni es. More recently, the Karegnondi 
Water Authority (KWA) pipeline was installed con-
nec ng Genesee County to Lake Huron, which will as-
sist in the promo on of economic development in the 
region. Due to these assets, Genesee County is an 
a rac ve place to live, work, and play.  

Credit: Gregg Mulholland 

1. Our Story 

Grand Blanc City Hall 
Credit: Gregg Mulholland 

Figure 1-1 
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Figure 1-2 

First Impressions 
Our County 
  Number of Residents…..….......................410,881 
  Median Age………………..…………………...……...........40 
  Number of Lakes………………………...……………….....94 
  Historical Sites……………………………….…………….....71 
  Number of Hospitals………...………………………….…...3 
         Source: 2017 ACS es mates 

 

On the Move 
  Annual Transit Ridership Trips …......4.7 million 
  Daily Work Commuters into County ……..53,000 
         Sources: Flint MTA, OntheMap LODES 

 

Higher Education 
  Colleges / Universi es……………..……………………..…..3 
  Number of Students….………………….……...17,000+ 
 

 

Fun Facts 
  Feet of Bowling Alley Lanes…………...……....15,120 
  Number of Disc Golf & Golf Courses….………….....22 
  Number of Breweries………………………….……………...5 
  Number of Apple Orchards…….…..……………………...9 
  Vehicles Built in Flint since 1947…...13+ million 
        Sources: Chamber Tourism Book, Flint Assembly Website 

 

Housing 
  Total Number of Housing Units ….……...191,033
  Homes Built prior to 1990……………………….…..78% 

  Homes in Stable Condi on……………...…………..85% 
        Source: 2012‐2016 ACS es mates 
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For-mar Nature Preserve and Arboretum 
Credit: Aaron Burden 
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Where We Live 
  Our communi es range from rural to suburban 
areas, and small to medium sized ci es. Rural areas in 
our County are filled with large acre single-family 
homes mixed with family farms and wooded lots. Sub-
urban areas are made up of apartment complexes, 
standalone single-family homes, and subdivisions with 
commercial and businesses spread throughout. In com-
parison, our small to medium sized city downtowns are 
more dense and larger in scale. Residents living near 
our downtowns enjoy close-knit neighborhoods with a 
blend of single-family homes, condos, and apartments. 
These areas typically maintain a be er mix of residen-

al, commercial, and industrial uses allowing residents 
to easily walk to nearby businesses from their home. 
Regardless of where residents decide to live in our 
County, each person can access essen al community 
resources including groceries, transporta on, recy-
cling, recrea on, and medical offices.  

Credit:  

Credit:   

Loca on 

Wyndemere Subdivision, Clayton Township 
Credit: Ed Constable 

City of Flint 
Credit: Anna Pinter 

Downtown Fenton 
Credit: AKA Architects 

Atlas Township 
Credit: Ka e Vick 
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Where We Work 
  There are numerous opportuni es for busi-
nesses and employees in Genesee County. Our largest 
employment industries include services (e.g. 
healthcare), manufacturing and retail trade making up 
66 percent of employment in Genesee County (2010 
Census). With over 17,000 students enrolled annually 
in Genesee County’s three universi es, businesses 
have a large talent pool to select from in addi on to an 
exis ng skilled and educated labor force. Our exten-
sive highway and transit systems allow for mobility of 
people, goods, and services in and out of the region. 
This mobility provides easy access to many employ-
ment opportuni es for Genesee County residents 
within the County and in surrounding communi es. 
Businesses are also easily able to a ract workers living 
in surrounding communi es because of this access.  

Genesee County’s Bishop Interna onal Airport pro-
vides connec ons for businesses and residents to 
na onal and interna onal des na ons. Addi onal 
opportuni es for communi es to spur new economic 
development have grown with the recent construc on 
of the KWA water pipeline ensuring access to afforda-
ble and reliable water for businesses for years to come. 

City of Burton 
Credit: David Yeoman 

Bishop Interna onal Airport 
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Where We Play 
  Across Genesee County there are a variety of 
things to do, whether that means learning about our 
history, exploring nature, or hi ng the town for dinner 
and a show. It is possible to immerse oneself in the rich 
history of the area through the Flint Ins tute of Art and 
Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Railroad. We have 
different types of spor ng events including the Flint City 
Bucks soccer club and the Flint Firebirds hockey team. 
Being only an hour drive from Detroit, we can conven-
iently a end Detroit Lions, Red Wings, and Tigers games. 
Home to the largest county parks system in Michigan 
with over 11,000 acres, our County has outdoor ac vi-

es for all to enjoy (Genesee County GIS Department). 
Nearly half of all Genesee County residents are within a 
ten-minute walk to a park, and over 80 percent are with-
in a ten-minute bike ride.  

Whether it is summer or winter, we have outdoor ac vi-
es such as golfing, hiking, fishing, and cross-country 

skiing. Many of our communi es have organized recrea-
onal ac vi es, encouraging residents to make the best 

possible use of our parks system. Mt. Holly is just south 
of the County border for those that enjoy downhill ski-
ing. We are also about an hour drive from Lake Huron, 
one of Michigan’s Great Lakes.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Each of our communi es have a variety of restaurants, 
shopping des na ons, and small local fes vals. Some of 
our favorite restaurants in the County are highly ranked 
on “best of” lists across the state and even the country. 
Many communi es hold Farmers’ Markets in their 
downtowns throughout the summer and some even 
hold theirs year-round in indoor facili es, such as Da-
vison and the City of Flint. Genesee County is also home 
to events and fes vals that bring people in from all 
over the state, country and the world. The Capitol The-
atre, The Whi ng and The Machine Shop all provide en-
tertainment from performers ranging from local talent 
to na onal acts. The Crim Fes val of Races draws in 
roughly 50,000 people from all over, including countries 
like Kenya, Russia and the Ukraine (Crim Fitness Founda-

on). Back to the Bricks draws in nearly 500,000 car lov-
ers from all over the country (Back to the Bricks). Travel 
Michigan es mates that over $454 million in tourism 
spending is generated annually. Events like these bring 
our communi es together and with so much to be expe-
rienced, residents are not the only ones that can enjoy 
all the County has to offer.   

Credit: Genesee County Parks 

Credit: The Crim Founda on 

The Mounds  

Lake Fenton 
Credit: Gregg Mulholland 

Tour de Crim 

The Mounds 
Credit: Genesee County Parks 
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Making a Difference 
  The future of Genesee County is ours to shape. 
The me is now to make a difference in the communi es 
where we live, work, and play. Communi es across Gen-
esee County are on the right track to making improve-
ments necessary to enhance their residents’ quality of 
life. Assis ng our communi es to achieve their missions 
can in-part be contributed to con nuing investments 
from our founda ons (e.g. Charles Stewart Mo , Com-
munity Founda on of Greater Flint), numerous non-
profit community organiza ons (e.g. United Way, the 
Boys and Girls Club), neighborhood volunteer groups, 
and public-private partnerships. The impact, although 
not always quan fiable, has certainly resulted in an im-
proved quality of life. 

 

 

Moving forward, this document will be a resource for 
not only our community leaders and residents but for 
GCMPC. We strongly believe this document will help 
provide realis c visions and ac ons to foster a vibrant 
community for residents. 

 

 

 

Credit: Genesee County Parks 
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“It is my hope that through the development of this plan, our residents, 
communi es, and funders will get a more complete understanding of what 
Genesee County has to offer and where Genesee County can go in the fu-
ture. The Our County, Our Future plan will help to create a clearer vision 
for the County and assist our communi es as they look to the future.“  

-Derek Bradshaw, Director-Coordinator, GCMPC 

City of Flint 
Credit: Genesee County Parks 


