
 

 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 

April 6, 2017 

 

 

The Technical Advisory Committee met at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 6, 2017, in 

the Conference Room of the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning 

Commission (GCMPC), 1101 Beach Street, Room 223, Flint, Michigan. 

 

I. Call to Order     

Chairperson Peivandi called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  

 

II. Roll Call. 

Present: Adam Zettel, Andrea Schroeder, Bob Slattery, Brad Barrett, David 

Guigear, Derek Bradshaw, Fred Peivandi, Jakki Sidge, Larry Green, Michael 

Hart, Robert Johnson, Ryan Doyle, Tom Svrcek. 

 

Absent/Excused: Andrea Dewey, Betty Wideman, Bonnie Mathis, Brian Saad, 

Chris Gehringer, Craig Williams, Dave Miller, David Dorr, Ed Benning, Eric 

Wiederhold, Frederick Thorsby, Gary Stevens, Jay Reithel, Joseph Madore, 

Joseph Medici, Joseph Rizk, Karen Miller, Karyn Miller, Larry Doyle, Lynn 

Markland, Mark Emmendorfer, Mary Ann Ketels. Mary Ann Price, Michael 

Pifer, Neil Rankin, Pamela Boyd, Paul Fortino, Paul Zelenak, Sam Stiff, Scott 

Bennett, Steven Fuhr, Teresa Onical, Vicki Fishell, Wendy Jean-Buhrer.      

 

Others Present: Paul Mattern, Curtis Armstrong, Emily Alexander, Jason 

Nordberg, Damon Fortney, Debby Compton.  

  

III. Minutes     

 ***A.    Minutes of the March 2, 2017 Regular Meeting  

Motion:  Action:  Approved, moved by Robert Johnson, supported by Tom 

Svrcek, to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2017 regular meeting as 

presented.           

      Motion passed unanimously.  

  

IV. Old Business 

There was no Old Business.  

 

V. New Business     

      A. 2017 Local Traffic Count Program  

          Damon Fortney advised the committee that each year staff requests local 

units of government in Genesee County to update traffic count information 

on federal-aid eligible roads under their jurisdiction.  Staff is sending out letters 

to each local road agency with a list of locations requiring 48-hour traffic 

counts for 2017. Optimal times are in the spring before schools are out for the 

summer and in the autumn after the Labor Day Holiday. Also, Tuesday 



 

 

through Thursday provide the best average weekday count. GCMPC has 

traffic counters and accessory equipment available for rental by local 

agencies. Staff is available to assist in setup and training. Should you have 

any questions or would like to rent traffic count equipment, contact Damon 

Fortney of the GCMPC office.  

 

B. Statewide TIP Amendment Policy Update     

Jason Nordberg stated that the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

amendment policies vary significantly across the state, with each 

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) having a unique amendment 

policy. This complicates the review of project changes by the Michigan 

Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA), especially for projects that cross MPO boundaries. 

Statewide looking to re-do the TIP amendment policy to make it uniform with 

all MPOs. The policy that is in place now will trigger a TIP amendment if a 

project’s total cost changes by 25% or more. The total project cost change 

calculation does not include non-participating local costs such as water main 

replacement. The amendment policy will be in effect for the remainder of the 

fiscal year. The policy will be re-evaluated to see if it should continue, be 

revised, or if the MPOs should go back to their individual local policies. The 

statewide policy matches the GCMPC policy that has been in place so we 

should not notice any changes. Give staff a call if you see any changes.  

Discussion ensued.  

 

C. MDOT Proposing Scope Change for I-475 Project     

Ryan Doyle presented a PowerPoint and stated that the Michigan 

Department of Transportation (MDOT) is proposing a major Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP) scope change for the FY 2018 I-475 project from 

Carpenter Road to Clio Road.  Originally the project was just a reconstruction 

but now MDOT is looking to change the roadway capacity. Remove two (2) 

pedestrian bridges over I-475, the existing three (3) lane section will be 

reconstructed as a two (2) lane section and remove the loop ramps at 

Saginaw Road and the creation of a diamond interchange. A sidewalk will 

be put in under I-475 once the pedestrian bridges are removed at Detroit 

and Saginaw Streets. Mr. Doyle discussed the proposed mitigation for the 

pedestrian bridge removals. Concerns were raised about creating a space 

for possible delinquent activity at Detroit Street as well as if the sidewalk was a 

fiscally responsible expenditure. Discussion ensued.    

 

Jason Nordberg advised that at next month’s meeting staff will be requesting 

an amendment to the 2040 Genesee County Long Range Transportation Plan 

(LRTP) for this project.   

 

D. Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Coordination RuleMaking     

Jason Nordberg delivered an update on the MPO Coordination rulemaking. 

The rulemaking had Genesee County, all of the SEMCOG area, Metro Detroit 

down to Toledo potentially merging as one MPO. The Senate unanimously 



 

 

passing a bill to retract this rulemaking and the House introduced the same 

bill through their committees and that was unanimously passed. Right now 

they are making sure the two bills match up so it can move forward to the 

Presidents Office for final approval. Everything is moving toward the MPO 

Coordination rulemaking being retracted.  

 

E. FY 2018 Unified Work Program      

 Jason Nordberg stated that every year we have to develop a Unified Work 

Program that describes all transportation planning activities for the upcoming 

fiscal year and identifies funding sources and agencies involved in these 

activities. Our primary activities for the 2018 fiscal year will focus on the 

update of the 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and 

implementation and maintenance of the 2017 to 2020 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) and 2040 LRTP. This is an opportunity for the 

committee to provide suggestions for work activities for the upcoming fiscal 

year. Contact Jason by Thursday, April 13th with any suggestions. This is just a 

draft version, next month staff will come back with the FY 2018 Unified Work 

Program to request approval.  

 

Bob Slattery stated that he attended a pavement preservation workshop in 

Mt. Pleasant. Kent County said they have a chip seal program that’s federally 

funded. Is that something that would be considered here in Genesee 

County? It is something that we tried to do several times. Staff will look into it 

again to see if anything has changed. Discussion ensued.  

 

F.  Transit Asset Management Performance Measures - MTA      

 Paul Mattern, Mass Transportation Authority (MTA) presented a PowerPoint to 

the committee. The Transit Asset Management (TAM) plan uses asset 

condition to help prioritize funding to achieve or maintain transit networks in a 

state of good repair. Nationwide, 40% of buses / 23% of rail assets are 

estimated to be in marginal or poor condition. TAM has become an annual 

requirement with the first TAM Plan due to the Federal Transit Authority (FTA) in 

2018. MTAs current fleet and facilities have 138 fixed route buses, 132 

YourRide vehicles, 8 support vehicles and 19 facilities. We want to bring them 

all into a state of good repair, so it’s defined as an asset within the asset’s 

useful life benchmark (ULB), buses: 12 years or 500,000 miles, cutaway buses 

(YourRide): 7 years or 200,000 miles, automobiles: 4 years or 100,000 miles and 

facilities/buildings: 40 years. We did an inventory of them all and for 2017 

created a baseline target to build from. Right now 51% of large bus class, 

motorbus are beyond their bench life. By the end of the year will be brought 

up to 48%. Next year we are getting thirty (30) new ones due to fifteen million 

dollars in discretionary funding we won. Looking forward twelve (12) to fifteen 

(15) years we will be planning to make sure we start phasing them out in 

smaller chunks so in our twenty-five (25) year cycle we start getting it down to 

changing out these buses 8% of the fleet every year. Moving forward the 

fifteen million dollars we won is going to improve our fixed route useful life 

benchmark by 50% so bring that down to about 24%.  



 

 

Jason Nordberg stated that now that the MTA has set their individual targets, 

the Genesee County Metropolitan Alliance has 180 days to adopt the MTA’s 

targets or set new ones. We are having a training on what we need to do 

next. At a future TAC meeting a recommendation to either adopt the targets 

or set new targets will be brought to the committee. Discussion ensued.  

 

G.  Critical Freight Corridor    

Damon Fortney presented a Critical Rural and Urban Freight Corridors 

PowerPoint to the committee. The state is in the process of designating their 

critical rural and urban freight corridors. The National Highway Freight 

Program (NHFP) which came out of the FAST Act is going to fund these four 

(4) different groups of roads. The National Highway Freight Network (NHFN) is 

made up of the Primary Highway Freight System (PHFS), which are the major 

important freight routes. In Genesee County, the PHFS is just I-75 between I-69 

and the south county line. The remainder of the interstate system, I-69 and I-

475 are also eligible for these grants, NHFP and FASTLANE. The FASTLANE 

grants is a program that came out of the FAST Act, it requires projects that 

are significant for freight movement. The Critical Rural Freight Corridors 

(CRFC) and Critical Urban Freight Corridors (CUFC) are what the state is trying 

to designate right now. US-23 is a proposed CRFC/CUFC. In our area Bishop 

Airport is a major intermodal facility and US-23 connects into that, so US-23 

would be a good addition that meets this criteria.          

     Staff will request your support for these proposed corridors at the next 

meeting. Discussion ensued.  

 

VI. Other Business  

A. Nominating Committee Appointed and Meet     

Jason Nordberg advised that there will be a meeting directly following this 

meeting to discuss the appointment of officers. If we keep with the current 

rotation the Chairperson will be MTA, Vice-Chair will be Large Cities, that can 

be City of Flint or City of Burton, the Secretary will be City of Fenton, and the 

Genesee County Road Commission will be on a bye this rotation. At the next 

meeting we will take a vote on the election of officers.  

 

VII. Announcements     

Derek Bradshaw announced that we are hosting an Ecotourism Symposium 

on May 4th in Lapeer at the Chatfield School. There is a $20.00 cost to cover 

the food. There will be a bunch of speakers that are coving anything from 

paddling, canoeing, walking, biking anything and everything to bring on 

more ecotourism in your community. This is in combination with a Micro-grant 

opportunity. There will be 10 grants for $500.00 each towards a project 

involving ecotourism.  

 

Derek Bradshaw advised that the Asset Management Council’s Spring 

Conference is on May 25, 2017. Both the state and federal government are 

focusing on Asset Management, so this is a good opportunity for everyone to 

hear what they are saying. Staff will send out a reminder.  



 

 

 

Derek Bradshaw stated that GCMPC is preparing information for every local 

unit of government regarding Community Development Block Grant Funds. It 

will show how much funds your community received over the past few years, 

what it was used for, and a listing of projects. You can do whatever you like 

with this information.     

It will be a couple of pages with facts about your community. This should be 

done by end of week and will go out to managers. Discussion ensued.  

 

Bob Slattery advised that the last PASER Training is June 7th in West Branch, so 

if you want to be reimbursed for participating in the rating of your roads you 

need to attend this training seminar.  

 

VIII. Adjournment     

Chairperson Peivandi adjourned the meeting at 2:17 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debby Compton, Secretary 

Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission 


