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1. About CEC



WHO WE ARE

our mission:

Clean Energy Coalition is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization dedicated to 

promoting clean energy technologies as a way 
to create healthier, energy independent 

communities.



WHAT WE DO: Projects!

Fleet Support

Non-Motorized 

Transportation

Transportation System 

Strategies

Building Performance

Community Energy 

Programs

Renewable Energy



WHAT WE DO: Partnerships

private public education non-profit



WHAT WE DO: Our Belief

The 

simplest 

solutions 

are often 

the best 

solutions.



WHAT WE DO: Prioritization



WHY WE DO IT: Climate Change



2. Why Get Solar Ready?



SOLAR READY COMMUNITY VISION

Being a Solar Ready Community means that:

• We have chosen to be a leader in Michigan and will 

proactively address solar in our local policies. 

• We are prepared for this emerging technology and 

supportive of the solar industry in this state.

• Developers, homeowners, and businesses know that as a 

Solar Ready Community, they can rely on us to help them 

through a successful, cost-effective installation process.



WHY ARE WE SEEING MORE PV?



WHY ARE WE SEEING MORE PV?



SCALE OF PROJECTS

On-Site             Community               Utility

• Installed on-site 

accessory to 

principal use

• Small scale: typically 

6-8kW

• Distributed

• Single, private 

ownership

• Supplements grid 

usage

• Installed at host site

• Small to moderate 

scale: less than 

100kW

• Distributed

• Shared private 

ownership

• Provides electricity to 

host

• Installed as principal 

use on large sites

• Large scale 

(measured in MW 

not kW

• Centralized

• Utility or large private 

entity ownership

• Wholesale energy to 

utility provider



3. Tools



WHO’S MET THIS GUY? 



WHO’S MET THIS GUY? 

Hello!  My Name Is

Les



HOW? MI Renewable Energy Tools!



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 1: 

Begin the Discussion

 Introduce concept to key 

people

 Reach out to neighboring 

jurisdictions

 Engage utility provider

 Identify champions

 Develop taskforce



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 2: Adopt a Resolution

 Support and attract local 

companies in the solar industry

 How solar brings positive 

recognition

 Benefits of reducing 

dependency on imported 

energy sources

 Health and environmental 

benefits

 Supports local goals

Tool: Sample resolution



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 3: Establish a Guiding 

Policy that Supports Solar

Do you have a planning document 

that supports solar

If yes:

 Determine strength of policy

 Raise awareness of policy

 Find out what has been done

If no:

 Take opportunity to include 

solar during next update 

cycle

Tool: Sample planning language



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 4: 

Update Code Language

 Abandonment

 Agriculture land use

 Height

 Stormwater

 Reflection/Glare

 Screening

 Setback

Tool: Sample zoning language



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 5: 

Create an Easy-to Use 

Permitting Process

 Provide checklist

 Expedite small systems

 Allow for online permitting

 Reduce appointment time

 Coordinate with neighbors

 Showcase successful examples 

 Consider waiving/reducing fees

Tools: Sample checklists, Solar Sam 

Exercise



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 6: Provide Easy Access 

to Information

 Your stated goal as a Solar 

Ready Community

 A description of approval process

 Solar zoning language

 Permitting applications

 Informational resources

Tool: Outline for print and web 

materials



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 7: 

Establish Solar 

Installation Targets

 Conduct an inventory

 Determine realistic 

target

Example: Boston



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 8: Train Staff

 Planning, permitting,

zoning, safety

 Work with existing 

institutions



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 9: 

Pursue Solar Business 

Development 

Opportunities

 Manufacturers

 Installers

 Partnerships



SOLAR READY STEPS

Step 10: 

Go the Extra Mile

 Bulk purchasing programs

 Collaborate with 

organizations & jurisdictions

 Community solar

 Education

 Lead – install on public 

buildings

Tool: Your colleagues



3. Who Is Getting Solar Ready



WHO’S GETTING SOLAR READY?

City of Dearborn

Why: 

• Views as placemaking 

mechanism

• Good PR

• The right thing to do

What: 

• Passed solar ready community 

resolution

• Installed solar on parking 

garage

• Working through master plan 

and zoning ordinance



WHO’S GETTING SOLAR READY?

City of Eaton Rapids

Why: 

• Views their electric utility as a 

great way to take local control 

of their energy choices.

What: 

• Installed 535.5kW at capped 

landfill generating solar for the 

City. 

• Energy Smart program for 

Electric Department.



City of Rochester Hills

Why:

• Want to reduce municipal dependency 

on fossil fuels and “lead by example” 

in the community

What: 

• Solar zoning in place 

• Luma Resources, Rochester

Hills manufacturer – 12 year 

tax abatement

WHO’S GETTING SOLAR READY?



City of Ann Arbor

Why:

• Supports City’s Climate Action Plan

• Strong citizen and institutional backing

What: 

• Solar Plan

• Solar on municipal facilities

• Solar Ready Community Resolution

• Support for Solar Aggregation program

WHO’S GETTING SOLAR READY?



City of Ann Arbor

WHO’S GETTING SOLAR READY?



City of Ann Arbor

WHO’S GETTING SOLAR READY?



City of Ann Arbor

WHO’S GETTING SOLAR READY?



YOUR FUTURE



For more information on MI Renewable Energy Tools:

Visit: cec-mi.org/MIrenewable

Sean Reed, Founder & Executive Director

reed@cec-mi.org or 734-585-5720 ext. 31

THANK YOU & QUESTIONS


