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A Michigan
Working River

RiverUp! - Genesee County Planning Forum 2017



A Huron River Renaissance

Turning our communities toward the river
to transform the Huron River corridor into
a premier destination in Michigan and the
Great Lakes.
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Three-Part Strategy

Invest in River Recreation Improve River Health Transform the River Corridor
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Project Overview

OAKLAND

INGHAM

‘ Portage &Trailhead
Improvements

. Habitat Improvements

-S Trail Signs
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Improve River Health

Fishery habitat restoration
River clean-ups

Woody debris management
Osprey nesting habitat
River flows management
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Invest in River Recreation

* Improve river access
 Paddler's Companion, 2" edition
« 18" National Water Trail

Huron River Water Trail

_Paddler’s Companion
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A 104-mile inland paddling trail
connecting people to the river’s
natural environment, its history,
and the communities it touches
in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula.
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Transform the River Corridor

Land + water trails connectivity
Reclaim blighted riverfront properties
Inspired design
Heritage interpretation
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Transform the River Corridor

Trail Towns NA 'f ' :
A destination along a long distance trail j e .

where trail users can venture off the trail *I% Dexter

&= HURON RIVER MILES 63-61

to enjoy the scenery, services, heritage ~ Ann Arbor
and character of a nearby community. s R
=Y silanti %N

HURON RIVER MILES 42-35

Flat Rock

HURON RIVER MILES 10-6
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Park Canal Street
99 mi
1593 km
To Lake Erie,
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To Hubbell Pond and
the Milford Trail
-

« Huron River

e River’s Edge Brewing Co

The Bar gproximate 3 Minute Walk
—

Fox Cleveland Morning Show

Feature about the
Ann Arbor area as a
vacation destination.

Included a 4-minute
segment dedicated to
the Huron River.

www.VisitAnnArbor.org
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Trail Towns Grow Businesses

MILLL"CREEK

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

SE Michigan & NW Ohio’s Fly Shop

CANOE RENTAL )
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Huron River Watershed Council
presents

Fly Fishing the Huron

A Riverlp! Story

You Tube
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https://youtu.be/TN0RSsRGTaE?list=PLFCFywdeWzv1h6qU4dRIQq07FFEK__pXM

Trails Build Communities

Build strong, economically vital communities

Provide communities with a valuable amenity

Revitalize neighborhoods

Build local businesses
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River Recreation Pays  fericeationin paddiespors
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' 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
2014 Participants
. Paddling (Any Type) 21.7 Million . Rafting 3.8 Million
. Canoeing 10.0 Million . Stand Up Paddling 2.8 Million

- Kayaking (Any Type) ~ 13.0 Million
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River Recreation Pays

Number of people renting boats
I
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40,000
30,000
20,000
10,000

73,200
68,300

50,400

138,100 35 g09 I

56,600
I i People in Boats

2010

2011

2012

2013 2014 2015

" From 2015 to 2016: |
34% increase
99,270 people y
~ N
Revenue FY2016:
> S1 million
\_ Y,
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Strong Regional Support

Pulse of the Region Survey on Parks

“Parks have a positive impact “I would like to
on my quality of life.” see more...”

Parks near my home

Canoe, kayak, and
paddle board launches

|

Parks near the water
Parks that connect by
trails

Hiking and biking trails

{

50% 100%

(o]
= 1

“l visit parks for...”

Source: Southeast Michigan
Swimming Paddle Council of Governments
Trails Picnic Areas Biking beaches sports
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Measuring Impact

The Economic Impact of the Huron River and the Huron River Water Trail, 2017

Methods:

I.  Surveys, used to estimate the economic impact of recreation on the Huron River and
validate the recreational value of the users

ii. Hedonic valuation, used to estimate the river’s effect on property values along the
Huron River

iii. Benefit function transfer, used to value biodiversity, flood management, and, in
conjunction with the surveys, the recreational value of the users.
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Measuring Impact

Findings
The Huron River and Huron River National Water Trail are estimated to have the following
economic impact on the five-county region in which they are located:

@ $53.5M in economic output ($29.9M direct + $23.6M indirect ) annually

S

$628M in added property value

S

2.6M visitor days annually

S

641 local jobs added to the region

S

$150M annual economic value of services provided by the Huron River corridor*

@ $3.8B total economic value of services provided by the Huron River corridor*

* Conservative estimation
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Public + Private Partnership
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Gathering the Resources

Substantial fundraising, leveraging $35-40M in partner investments

Capital Campaigns, | & Il (2012-2018) -
v" Grants ‘

v Private Foundations '

v Community Foundations

v" Businesses
v Individual Donors/Campaign Cabinet

v" Municipal and Federal Contributions
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Lessons & Trends

 Get creative

» Share the vision again and again, and again

* Achieve short-term successes and be
persistent

* Plan for trail maintenance

 Program to reach the future majority

 Placemaking via trails and economic
development = nonpartisan

RiverUp! - Genesee County Planning Forum 2017



Regional Planning

Revitalizing the Huron River
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Ann Arbor
Region

Huron River Water Trail Vision

Heritage Interpretation

2015.03.01
Barton Dam

River hydrology display. Boat slide for Huron H uron River - % 3

portaging. River I

River Sran el nwer“n communityfoundation

Recreation Destination Council = FOR SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
Argo Park & Cascades

*"Park Amenities: Livery, Kayak/Canoe Rental +

Launch, Picnic Tables, Shelters, River Trailhead
Kiosk, Parking, Restrooms, Cascades

Heritage Interpretation
Power Station

Historical display.

Recreation Destination
Bandemer Park CopmercialDesiination; Recreation Destination
v 4 Lower Town Island Park
Park Amenities: Kayak/Canoe Launch, Poten- VW o »
tial Kayak/Canoe Lockers, Shelters, Picnic Historic commercial district with shopping, Park Amenities: Kayak/Canoe Launch, Picnic
Tables, Disc Golf Course, Parking, Restrooms, retail, and dining opportunities.

Tables, Shelters, Parking, Restrooms
River overlooks, BMX biking area.

Potential Commercial Destination

Recreation Destination
North Main Corridor

Mitchell Field

Transportation gateway for potential commer-
cial Potential trail i
to the waterfront.

Park Amenities: Soccer, Softball, Parking,
University of Michigan Complex

University of Michigan
North Campus
Heritage Interpretation

Argo Dam -

@

River hydrology display.

= Recreation Destination
Potential Commercial Destination

3 Gallup Park
DTE Broadway - . i

Potential site for mixed use redevelopment,
including restaurants on the river, kayak
launch/lockers.

Park Ameniities: Livery, Kayak/Canoe Rental +
Launch, All-ability Boat Launch, Picnic Tables,
Shelters, Play Area, Parking, Restrooms, River
overlooks, Paddle-boat Rentals

University of Michigan ™3 Heritage Interpretation
Medical Campus

Dixboro Dam

R
&
B
~N
L]
=
B Kerry Town

River hydrology display. Possible Portage
o Improvement.
Proposed I \ .
Allen Creek
Greenway

H =
Recreation Destination % ]
Fuller Park $ 2
Park Amenities: Swimming Pool, Picnic Tables, & 2
Soccer, Play Area, Parking, Restrooms $f
Recreation Destination Recreation Destination I;nrhila'li
Nichols Arboretum Furstenberg Nature Area

Park Amenities: Picnic Tables, Amphitheater,

CountyPark
Peony Garden, Outdoor Classroom, Scenic

Park Amenities: Parking, Restrooms, Picnic

Tables, Wetland Overlooks, Benches,
Overlooks, Parking, Restrooms in visitor center
at Washington Heights Entrance.

Interpretive Signage

®® @ WaterTrail Centerline @ Shelters Parks / Open Space (City / Non-City) &
WaterTrail Mile Marker (I} Restrooms B Golf Course s
=== Border-to-Border Trail fq  Canoe/Kayak Launch B Nature Areas
(Existing) ES  Motorized Boat Launch Universities / Schools
T Sotenese ™! [ potentialBoatLocker A S Washtenaw
Off-Street Trail Connection BN Portage @ W Community College
Livery SMITHGROUPJIR
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Ypsilanti
Region

l Recreation Destination
Peninsular Park

Amenities: Pavilions, Parking, Fishing,

Automotive Heritage Trail District

Portage around dam
i Auto Heritage
I Bay Logistics Master Plan 2014.02.10
=l i i Formerly Motorwheel Corporation
= r \ Built brake drums for passenger cars =
Huron River
Frog Island Park \ Commercial Destination F&\:Cg‘r'l %wm' TRME nmr“n! -
Amenities: Parking, track, soccer field \ | ' | Arbor Brewing Company Watershed P S e
o Potantlal kayak/carios IV i Eastern \ ! Formerly offices for Motorwheel Corporation Council VISItypSI now R\
- Fish habitat restoration between Forest —L— A4 mewes
" Profidt Michigan Locally crafted microbrewery beer and events
Frog Island and Riverside Park’ \ r"—“ | st
- Community gardens i University |
| A | B3 Commerciol Destination
Auto Heritoge Interpretation (/I 2 ey ! | Depot Town & West Cross St. Lege
i i
Michigan Firehouse Museum \ [ eevsgren i Historic commercial center on the Huron River Seee Wik i Cataing
Original 1989 firehouse with multi-level foss e with dining and retail opportunities. Key
exhibit display. ==+ points: @ Water Trail Mile Marker
- Schultz Outfitters (fishing gear & outfitting)
- Fire Engine Museum === Border-to-Border Trail
g (Existing)
; & i
Recreation Destination Border-to-Border Trail
1 \ oo, Auto Heritage Interpretation [+] e
Riverside Park el Ypsilanti Automotive Heritage Museum Map/Wayfinding
Park Amenities: kayak/canoe launch, Parking | < 2 R % C Recreation Destinati
+ Major event/festival venue ¥ = Vintage vehfl:s in ,.‘.h: historic Miller Motors de:lﬂship. ecreation Destination
+Pavilions / shelters. | A AR Historical exhibi history, design, 3 i
«River overlooks % =1 engineering, and service industry. ‘ Auto Heritage Destination
Fishi e = z
ishing O < , Commercial Destination
Il D Proposed Eastside Recreation Center
Downtown Ypsilanti Indoor/outdoor recreation facilities. Auto Heritage Interpretation [ Restrooms
Caremnco diictwihopping et ?Ashlei;:::mnly Parks &Recreation Former Ypsilanti Ford Plant Canoe /Kayak Launch
Sl and R tiome cpportiiniies. - Potential kayak/canoe launch site Ford Plant constructed in 1932. Built parts — R e~
=1 (generators, starters, and other parts) for Ford =
- vehicles. [ Parks / Open Space
e Hexogs Inepreiocn During WWIl manufactured parts for airplanes, i
Water Street armored cars, and tanks. —_ Wik i
Former automotive parts industries 0. axn
« Motor State Products manufactured Recreation Destination -
convertible tops for Ford and others. e Loonfeather Point Park SMITHGROUP IR
+ Ypsilanti Industries made bearings and | Amenities: Boat launch, Parking, Restrooms,
transmission parts for Ford. - | Fishing, Pavilions
Recreation Destination: \
Waterworks Park Auto Heritage Interpretation
esssesessisscesssasaserese 4
« Pedestrian bridge over the Huron River A Ford Family Property
+ Potential kayak/canoe launch site \
+Disc gold course (9 hole) \ ¢ Commardiol Destinatian
Dol fiekds B8 Future Waterfront Development
\ Opportunity for new waterfront mixed-use
. % development.
X Yo 2 - Recreation Destination
Secisaton Qesfhetion 3 Potential Park Acquisition
North Bay Park ‘ ! | e e -
Amenities: Pavlions, Parking, Trail Access to | sk ! H Westashan Cona b & Peatant
Border-to-Border Trail, Restrooms. = | .
‘J S ‘Recreation Destination
Recreation Destination ! " North Hydro Park
Engl- Crest Go.!.f Club < Amenities: Boat launch, Parking, Restrooms,
Potential for future rental cabins on Ford / Pavilions.
Lake waterfront. 8 = =
£/ Hydro Dam & Powerhouse
| New kayak/canoe portage north of dam.
| ord lake Completed in 1932
| National Historic Landmark |
| 3 3 £
Huron River Park (Undevelo . sesse
« Potential kayak/canoe launch site s i
\.;
= ) 3
—HuronRig : 5
s " on Recreation Destination L = N
reation Destination o
Big Island Park (Undevelg SO oL skabark e o
~Potential picnic of camping site :‘m':nm;fv‘l:rn launch, Parking, Restrooms,
- Potential kayak/canoe launch site ishing, Pavilions
|
Recreation Destination
Lakeside Park
Current itie fude kil %
New improvements include boat house for N i
rowing organizations, boat launch, and outdoor ) Auto hediage interpretation,
classrooms. | Rawsonville Ford Plant
= S ipplier of automotive parts
South Hydro Park (Undeveloped, i a0 po
{ ) and components.
Current location of canoe portage and Rawsonville Historically significant site for
fishing opportunity il the Labor Movement.
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Ford Village Industries & Flat Rock Dam

Albert Kahn designed facility produced lamps in
1923 for vehicles. Historic site. Fish ladder and
limited access portage at dam.

Huron River Water Trail Vision

R Lower Huron and Flat Rock, Michigan 2015.03.01
Covered Bridge Dam

Flat Rock Depot & Museum Huron - -
wenke RiverUp!
Watershed
Recreation Destination \ Council -
HuRoc Park

Playground, fishing, overlooks, gazebo shelters,
walking paths. River Trailhead Kiosk & Gateway to NORTH 0 mile 1/4-mile 1/2-mile
Oakwoods M k. Planned

ICMA, City of Flat Rock)
ey \ i;Q// ‘ZIQ////KW/A

o SMITHGROUP IR

Lower Huron
Region

FLAT RO

Parcel acquisition N
for additional
public space and &
&
&

Flat Rock Down

uses along the river.
Canoe/kayak rental
opportunity.

Recreation Destination
Planned Future Park Site

11-acre park site currently under-development
and improvement. Parking lot, dock, boat
launch for small boats and motorized boats,
trash cans, restrooms, lockers.

Recreation Destination
BERLIN ‘ : Downriver Linked Mercure Memorial Park
TWP, | 4 et £ Greenway Trail Sport fields/courts, sledding, community
| ROCKW! (fo Flatgey center, trails, connection to Downriver Linked
| Greenways.

i

Potential Commercial Destination

| S Downtown Rockwood

Recreation Destination A D ¥ s = eeseee
. Dining and shopping close to the river.

Undeveloped Public Open Space i g

Natural land areas owned by Huron-Clinton
Metroparks. Currently undeveloped.

Recreation Destination
Patricia Quick Park / Lezotte Park

Playgroun %::ss to the Downriver

Linked Greeni
X Recreation Destination
Lake Erie Metropark

ake Metropark on the shores of Lake Erie.
| Nature trails, boat and kayak launches, wave
1, golf course. Trail connection to
~ Downriver Linked Greenways. Kayak Launch

Recreation Destination A

Dodge Brothers Park NG 1

South Rockwood & Metropark. Mostly " BROWNSTOWN
undeveloped park space, primarily used for - TWP—

fishing. Cultural heritage oppprunity to discuss \
series of Dodge Brothers’ Parks. I
[

Potential Commercial Destination

ermar

o
Z

Heritage Interpretation
US Silica

Long-running sand and silica supplier for industrial
and auto applications. “Best sand in the world”
Established in the late 1800s. Ford Pond and I
connection to Ford auto history. -

Recreation Destination
Labo Park

River access, launch, fishing, picnicking,
playground, restrooms. River Trailhead
location with information signage.

Off-Street Trail Connection

E Hertage Interpretation
seesss  WaterTrail Centerline Shelters I Parks & Natural Areas HullsTrace/Trall
o Hull's trace was the first military road and first
Water Trail Mile Marker Restrooms Golf Course federal road in the United States. Listed in the
National Register of Historic Places.
s Off-Street Trail Connection Canoe /Kayak Launch I Undeveloped Public Open Space
Motorized Boat Launch i a Hulls Trace Unit of River Rais
,,,,,,, Proposed or Potential i [ Commercial Areas Nu I's rT;ea :::’:old ;ver; isin
Potential Boat Locker - lational Battlefield Pa

Significant Industrial Sites Former Wayne County boat launch facility tran-

- Municipal Boundary Portage sitioning to Federal Parks system management.
Livery Potential Commercial Destination | 5 e —l 'l e
T‘ “East Rockwood” Area =\ : Water connection tc

Boat marina, supplies, Big Al's, and other
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Implementation Case
Studies

Revitalizing the Huron River
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Flat Rock Riverfront [Flat Rock]
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Split Rail set at the edge of
— asphalt parking

5" wide gravel path

Chainlink match existing fence

Stone ramp

/—f Log boom

(P

NORTH

Flat Rock Riverfront [Flat Rock]
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Hydro Park Dam [Ypsilanti]
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NOTE:
ALL STEEL PLATES, TUBES, AND PIPES TO BE GALVANIZED
STEEL. FINISH COAT COLOR I5 BLUCK.
15
LAYOUTLEGEND o .
7' STEEL ROUND PIPE, SCHEDULE 40 (TYP} 2 =
RAIL 2 SQUARE GALVANIZED STEEL TUBE, i’
PRECAST CONCRETE BASE AS MANUFACTURED BY BUSH CONCRETE ‘2 & VALY THICHNESS (S0 OR KvaorouT 1B
PROGUGTS (WEIGHT =365 L65) FE%E PLATE S 365 LB PRECAST CONCRETE SIGN BASE WITH 24"
SQUARE GALVANIZED TUBE AND 4'X2}" BOLT
o AGGREGATE BASE (MDOT 2144)
e
w o 17 THICK LAYER OF DRY PREMIXED
Sy SENSULIOTES L3 CONCRETE [QUIKRETE OR OTHER)
1. ALLIWORK SHALL B COORDINATED WITH AND VERIFIED BY THE dle s COMPACT AND MIST TO PROWOTE
p DESIGN PROFESSIONAL. g 5 HYCRATION. >
. o p ? 1 1 / | \ g < -
s /%???91765‘ / - { / 2 FINALLOCATION OF CONGRETE SIGN BASES SHALL BE FIELD &
Ao FoR TNl 0 ! - ! P G Ve LOCATED BY OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE AND SET AT A MNIMUN GF
S [Wg( b PO ADANLES | / oy o | ) | ! ¥ FROM THE EDGE OF EXISTING GRAYEL DRIVE.
SSAE | ) 3 ANGLES AND RADII FOR SLIDE RAILING SHOWN ON PLANS ARE
APPROXIMATE. ESTABLISH UNIFORM GRADE LINES IN THE FIELD.
FIELD STAKE AND FIELD VERIFY RADII OF RAILING .
4. NOFIELD WELDS PERMITTED. EXISTING GROUND
{REMOVE TOPSOIL AND TURF
5. ALLFIMISHES TO'BE SHOP APPLIED. WHERE APPLICABLE, AND
\ REPLACE WITH AGGREGATE BASE)

SLIDE RAIL DETAIL (SECTION A-A)

SECTION

#14 SELF TAPPING SCREW

IXEE PLATE

¢ o @ ENLARGEMENT A ~\

O CANOE/KAYAK SLIDE
PLAN

“REFER TO PROFILE

AGGREGATE BASE (MDOT 21A8) FOR ANGLE OF RAIL —

EXISTING GROUND

3 }-SLIDE RAIL DETAIL (SECTION B-B)

SECTION

Barton Boat Slide [Ann Arbor]
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Barton Boat Slide [Ann Arbor]




™ Huron River Water Trail

Restroom

Information Kiosk

Amphitheater

Pinic Shelter

Flat Rock Riverfront [Flat Rock]

~

Y Reson|

Information Kiosk

12Trailer Parking
Spaces, incl. 1 HC

15 Car Parking Spaces
ind.2HC

Boat Storage Lockers

) F
Existing Concrete =, > WL
Boat Ramp s

' id > 3 ;k 53 ‘\\
10’ Wide Universally (R
© Accessible Asphalt . 7

/R Walk (max 5% slope) SRS

St
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Labo Park [South Rockwood]

RiverUp! - Genesee County Planning Forum 2017



Group Launch 30'x30’

EZ Dock provides
universal access

Fishing Deck 15'x30’
(typical)

Riparian Buffer
(typical)

27/ Grade slope for ADA Access

Z%
": 25
JE; "ADA Access +_ _

Rebuild Wood

Maintainace Access 3
i Acces Stairs

with gate

S Huron’ Riverpr

Labo Park [South Rockwood]

Shoreline Stabilization
(typical)

e
Grassed Picpic Area *
with Plcnic Tables

P New Guardrail

- | "g’/f

A

? (}‘S' - {

=3
| |
/

4 |
¢ .
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Discussion

Elizabeth Riggs Huron River Watershed Council
eriggs@hrwce.org
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