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Introduction
This plan will provide a road map for the decisions made in the next five years regarding the
provision of park and recreation lands and other open space for the community of Lapeer
County.

Community Description
Lapeer County is located in the southeast-central region of Michigan and covers 654 square miles.
The 2010 Census indicates a population of approximately 88,319 residents at an average of 137
persons per square mile.
There are eighteen townships, two cities, and six villages within the boundaries of Lapeer County.
The County has retained much of its rural character, although more and more urbanizing
influences can be seen, primarily south of Lapeer. Due to its close proximity to Oakland County
and regional access provided by I-69, M-90, M-24, and M-53, growth in Lapeer County is expected
to continue at a moderate pace. Retirees and others seeking a retreat from more heavily
developed areas in southeast Michigan will continue to play a significant role in the County’s
development.
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According to the 2010 Census Map below, Lapeer County appears to be a favored rural
destination among the thumb region.
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Urban and Rural Population
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According to the 2010 Census, Lapeer County’s population is 94% White, 4% Hispanic or Latino, 1%
African American, and 1% other races.

Population By Race
White
African American

92.4%
1%

Asian

0.3%

American Indian and Alaskan Native
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Other
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Identified by two or more

4.1%
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0.5%
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Nearly a quarter of Lapeer County’s population is
under the age of 18 (24%). 58% of the population
is age 35 and over with only 18% between ages
18-34.

2010 Population Age
65 &
Over
13%

People with Disabilities
Approximately
9.2%
of
Lapeer
County’s
population under the age of 65 have a disability.
That equals approximately 8,125 people.

50-64
23%

Transportation

35-49
22%

Under
18
24%

25-34
10%

18-19
3%
20-24
5%

Lapeer County is fortunate in having regional
access provided by I-69, M-90, M-24, and M-53.
The Greater Lapeer Transportation Authority (GLTA) serves as a nonurban demand-response
transit system. GLTA is a political subdivision of its incorporators, and serves the same geographic
area: the City of Lapeer and the Townships of Elba, Lapeer, Mayfield, Deerfield, and Oregon
(Lapeer County, Michigan). Additionally, GLTA has the authority, by statute, to provide service
throughout the County. GLTA is governed by an 8 member Board of Directors and is managed by
an Executive Director.

GLTA Dashboard Performance Data
Information

FY 2012

FY 2013

Ridership

191,323

180,983

Cost Per Hour

$48.51

$47.24

Revenue

$2,174,061

$2,140,298

Expenses

$2,074,463

$2,068,149

Historic Resources
There are 27 Places of Historical Significance, including three historic districts in Lapeer County
that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. These sites provide a valuable resource
for interpreting the physical and cultural influences affecting early settlements in the County.
One of the most notable of these sites is the Lapeer County Courthouse, which is the oldest
courthouse building still in use in Michigan.
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Historic Resources
Name

Location

Period of Significance

NRHP Listing

West St. Clair St. Historic District

Almont

1850-1874, 1875-1899, 1900-1924

1986

Dryden Community Country Club-General Squier
Historic Park Complex

Dryden

1850-1874, 1900-1924

1986

Piety Hill Historic District

Lapeer

1825-1849, 1850-1874, 1875-1899,
1900-1924

1985

Village of
Metamora

1850-1874, 1875-1899, 1900-1924

1984

Joseph Armstrong House

Lapeer

1875-1899

1985

Currier House

Almont

1850-1874

1975

John W. Day House

Dryden

1850-1874

1987

Columbiaville

1875-1899

1984

Lapeer

1850-1874, 1875-1899

1985

James F. Fairweather House

Imlay City

1850-1874

1985

Hadley Flour and Feed Mill

Hadley Township

1850-1874

1986

Rodney G. Hart House

Lapeer

1875-1899

1985

John & Julia Hevener House

Lapeer

1875-1899

1985

Robert A. Hungerford House

Lapeer

1875-1899, 1900-1924

1985

Lapeer County Courthouse

Lapeer

1825-1849

1971

Marguerite deAngeli Library (Lapeer District
Public Library)

Lapeer

1921-1929

1999

John & Rosetta Lee House

Lapeer

1850-1874, 1875-1899, 1900-1924

1985

R. Murphy – W. Walker House

Imlay City

1875-1899,1900-1924

1986

Charles Palmer House

Imlay City

1875-1899,1900-1924

1987

Lapeer

1875-1899

1985

Pioneer State Bank No. 36

North Branch

1900-1924

1982

Samuel J. Tomlinson House

Lapeer

1875-1899

1985

Columbus Tuttle House

Lapeer

1875-1899

1985

Peter Van Dyke House

Lapeer

1850-1874, 1875-1899, 1900-1924

1985

William H. & Sabrina Watson House

Lapeer

1875-1899, 1900-1924, 1925-1949

1985

Lapeer

1875-1899,1900-1924

1985

Goodland

1000-500 AD, 1499-1000 AD

1976

HISTORIC DISTRICTS

Metamora Crossroads Historic District
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURES

Detroit-Bay City Railroad Company Columbiaville
Depot; Columbiaville Public Library
James B. Dutton House

Warren Perry House

Jay White House
Younge Site
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Administrative Structure
Roles of Commissions or Advisory Boards
From 1975 until 1999, Lapeer County Parks and Recreation was operating under a Parks and
Recreation Commission established under Act 261 of 1965. In 1999, the Parks and Recreation
Commission was dissolved by the Lapeer County Board of Commissioners, thereby reverting back
to the Recreation and Playgrounds Act 156 of 1917. In 2003, the name of Lapeer County Parks
and Recreation was officially changed to Lapeer County Parks by County Commission Resolution.
In 2010, Lapeer County merged the Parks Department with Building and Grounds which are now
being overseen by one director.

Figure 1: County Organizational Chart
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Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance, Capital Improvements and
Recreation Programming
Figure 2 identifies the Lapeer County Parks current and projected annual budget.
Current Funding Sources
Current funding is provided from revenue generated by park concessions, waterpark passes, and
facility rental fees.
Performance Measures
Lapeer County has developed and tracked performance measures for Torzewski and General
Squier Parks from 2004 until present. During 2015, water park attendance reached an 11 year high
at 28,214 visitors. Additionally, revenue from 2015 concessions and water park admittance
reached a 5 year high at $171,127.69 while also being the first year in over 10 years in which there
was no general fund contribution toward the Parks budget.
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9,989

15,000

9,000

20,000

28,214
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22,573
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Figure 2 Annual and Projected Budget
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Possible Millage
In 2006, the County asked voters to approve an increase in the limitation of the amount of property
taxes that could be assessed by 60 cents per one thousand dollars (0.6mill) of the taxable
valuation for eight years. The proposition allocated seventy (70%) percent of the funds to be used
for the permanent preservation of farmland through the purchase of development rights and thirty
(30%) percent of the funds to be used for parks, recreation and preservation purposes in
accordance with the 2006 Lapeer County Parks Plan. The millage was rejected by voters.
If Lapeer County were to propose a new millage to fund the parks, a potential allocation could
be 70% back to local communities for parks and recreation and 30% for the County to utilize. The
calculations below depict potential scenarios.
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Role of Volunteers / Relationships

Flint River Watershed Coalition-Lapeer Committee
Lapeer County Parks works with the Watershed Coalition in providing labor for trash cleanup and
storage facilities for equipment during off seasons.

Friends of the Historic Courthouse
The Friends of the Historic Courthouse is an advisory committee with the purpose of maintaining
the integrity of the restoration, reviewing and recommending maintenance and alterations of the
building, reviewing the budget for maintenance and repairs and reviewing and recommending
use of the Foundation funds

Friends of the Polly-Ann Trail of Lapeer County
Lapeer County works with the Friends group to provide coordinated maintenance activities and
improvement priorities on the Polly Ann Trail.

Dryden Historical Society
Lapeer County Parks allows the third floor of the Historical Mill to be used for storage for the Society
and also allows the development of historical displays.

Lapeer Conservation District
The Lapeer Conservation District was organized in 1942 by a referendum vote of the landowners
of Lapeer County. Even though it is considered an entity of state government, your local
conservation district is locally led. A board of five directors is elected by a vote of residents at the
annual meeting in January

Lapeer Land Conservancy
Since 1994 Lapeer Land Conservancy, formally known as the Great Lakes Bioregional Land
Conservancy, has been assisting landowners who do not want their property subdivided or
developed by advising them of alternatives.
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Recreation Inventory
The recreation inventory includes a narrative of each County owned or operated recreation area,
a corresponding map, an inventory chart of all other known recreation areas within the County,
an accessibility score, and history of past DNR Grant Assistance. The inventory chart has been
expanded from previous master plans in an attempt to include all outdoor related facilities. Field
review was conducted and input was solicited from municipal officials in regards to recreation
areas within their jurisdiction, as well as from the public.

Torzewski Park (65 acres)
Torzewski County Park was donated by Mr. Ludwig
Torzewski in 1983. The park is mostly open space, with
slightly rolling fields and 10 acres of forest. The park is
located on Pero Lake Road. The park consists of a boat
dock for house boat rental, nature trails, horseshoe pits,
softball field, sand volleyball court, covered pavilions, a
covered amphitheater, and the wetlands water park
which consists of a large and medium sized waterslide and
two wading pools (one with a pirate ship play structure).
Accessibility assessment: Some of the park facilities meet accessibility guidelines (2). Some built
public facilities are accessible, including water park facilities. Playground does not meet
accessibility guidelines, nor do nature trails because of high slope and moist surface.

General Squier Memorial Park (87 acres)

In 1936, General George Owen Squier donated this
park to the County. The park is on the National and
State
Historic
registers
for
General
Squier’s
accomplishments in the U.S. Military. The park is mostly
wooded and consists of a three acre sledding hill, one
mile of nature trails, picnic pavilions, a renovated
historic mill, a small water park with two large water
slides, a three season historic hall for activities, sand
volleyball, horseshoe pits, and two old playgrounds.
Accessibility assessment: Some of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines (2). New
aquatic/pavilion facilities meet accessibility guidelines; however, playgrounds, trails, sled hill,
cottage, and historic mill do not meet accessibility guidelines.
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Polly Ann Trail (20 miles)
The Polly Ann Trail in Lapeer County is a 20-mile former rail corridor
from Bordman Road to Kings Mill, passing through Dryden and
Imlay City. This trail connects directly to the Polly Ann Trail in
Oakland County, also owned by the Michigan Department
Natural Resources.
The trail is mostly undeveloped, but currently provides an ideal
setting for horseback riding, hiking, mountain biking and
opportunity for nature lovers - options not available to other
southeast Michigan developed trail systems.
Accessibility assessment: The Polly Ann Trail meets some accessibility guidelines (2), such as in areas
the trail is paved; however, the trail is mostly un-developed and not accessible in many areas.

Lapeer County Historic Courthouse

The Lapeer County Courthouse is now the oldest
courthouse in Michigan which serves its original
purpose. It remains a fine example of the dignified
Doric style. The Lapeer County Courthouse was
built by Alvin N. Hart, one of Lapeer's first settlers.
Born in Connecticut in 1804, Hart came to
Michigan in 1831 and platted the village of Lapeer
two years later. He also served as sheriff and as a
member of both houses of the state legislature.
Although the date in the pediment, 1839, marks
the construction of the County's first courthouse, this building was erected in 1845-46 and
bought by the County in 1853. It is an impressive Greek revival structure. The two-story exterior
is of native white pine, supported by a brick foundation. The facade of the full-height portico
has four fluted Doric columns supporting the pediment. A three-tiered tower rises at the rear
of the building. Available for rental for banquets, receptions and events, the courthouse is
operated and maintained by the Building & Grounds / Parks Department.
Accessibility assessment: The historic courthouse makes all the necessary accommodations for
accessibility (4).
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Millville Landing Canoe / Kayak Access

Millville Landing Canoe Access is located on cross roads of
Millville Road. and Plum Creek Road. The property was donated
by Mr. and Mrs. Goward in memory of Jack E. Vaughan and
consists of a small dirt parking lot and grassy slope from the lot to
the South branch of the Flint River.

Accessibility assessment: Facility does not meet guidelines (1). Rustic Area. Slope to river is
somewhat high, may meet guidelines, but not for surfacing.

Norway Landing Canoe / Kayak Access

The Norway Landing Canoe Access is located on Norway
Lake Road. within the Lapeer State Game Area and is
currently maintained by Lapeer County Parks. The area
consists of a small dirt and grass parking lot and a steep
grassy slope from the lot to the south branch of the Flint
River.

Accessibility assessment: Facility does not meet guidelines (1). Rustic Area. Slope to river is very
high and does not meet guidelines. Parking area is packed dirt but may contain portions that are
soft or muddy. No clear accessible route from parking to river.

Saginaw St. Canoe / Kayak Access

A canoe access site on the Flint River is proposed at Saginaw Street. north of Davis Lake Road.
and south of Daley Road. Currently, Lapeer County is in the process of finalizing the
application based on feedback from the DNR before final submittal and are anticipating
installation of the parking lot in 2016-2017 utilizing donated funds. Figure 3 on the next page
shows a site plan.
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Oxbow Campground

Oxbow Campground is located within the Lapeer State Game Area south of the Norway
Landing Canoe Access, and is operated by Lapeer County Parks. It has 10 rustic campground
sites accessible by the south branch of the Flint River. It also contains vault toilets and a selfpump well for water.
Accessibility assessment: Oxbow Campground meets some of accessibility guidelines (2). The area
is relatively flat and hard packed. Water pump is accessible, but toilet facilities are not.
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Proposed Saginaw St. River Access Site

Figure 3
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Regional Facilities
Lapeer State Game Area
The Lapeer State Game Area covers 13,000 acres in Oregon, Mayfield, and Arcadia Townships, in
northern Lapeer County.
Metamora-Hadley Recreation Area
The Metamora-Hadley Recreation Area is located in Hadley Township. The park is 683 acres in size
and has beach facilities, camping, mini-cabins, picnic area, picnic shelters, restrooms, showers,
hiking trails, beach, concession, 224 campsites, store, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, and
hunting.
Ortonville Recreation Area
The Ortonville Recreation Area is a 4,097 acre facility that is under the jurisdiction of Oakland
County, although a portion of the park is in Hadley Township. The area has a wide range of facilities
including 70 campsites, bathroom and showers, picnic area, boat launch, fishing, swimming, cross
country skiing, nature trails, playgrounds, and hunting.
Holloway Reservoir
A portion of the Holloway Reservoir is located in Oregon Township in Lapeer County. The reservoir
is a heavily used facility for boating and water skiing. The boat launch facilities on the reservoir are
under the jurisdiction of Genesee County.
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Hyperlink Resource
In an effort to begin working towards the goals of this plan (identified later in this report), a resource
of currently available, known hyperlinks to additional information relating to recreation areas
throughout the County have been organized into the table below. This is not intended to be an
exhaustive list. It is based upon recreation areas identified in previous master plans and those that
were easily accessible using prominent online search engines.
Name (Sorted alphabetically)

Links to Additional Information

Arcadia Hills Golf Course

http://www.arcadiahills.com/

Big Fish Lake

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10364_53405-303394--,00.html

Camp Lael

http://www.camplael.com/

Camp Michael

http://www.campmichaelmi.com/

DNR State Game Areas

http://www.midnr.com/FLW/LandsOpenHunting/Hunting_Land_lapeer_COUNTY.pdf

Flint River Canoe Access Sites

http://flintriver.org/blog/chapters/lapeer-chapter/

Genesee County Parks

http://geneseecountyparks.org/pages/ParkDirectory

Greenbrier Golf Course

www.greenbrier.com/Golf/Golf-Courses

Hill Top Campground

www.hilltopcampground.net

Imlay City Parks

http://www.imlaycity.org/1/65/parks__recreation.asp

Imlay Township Park

http://www.imlaytownship.org/2013-04-20-06-08-09/township-park.html

Kings Landing R.V. Resort

http://www.klkrvresort.com/

Lake Nepessing Golf Land

www.lakenepessinggolfland.com

Lapeer City Parks

www.ci.lapeer.mi.us/parks_and_recreation/parks.php

Lapeer Country Club

www.lapeercountryclub.com

Lapeer County Parks

http://lapeercountyparks.net/home

Lapeer Land Conservancy

http://www.lapeerlandconservancy.org/

Lum International Golf Course

http://www.castlecreekgolfclub.com/

Michigan Christian Youth Camp

http://www.mcyc.org/

Polly Ann Trail

http://pollyanntraillapeer.org/

Seven Ponds Nature Center

http://www.sevenponds.org/

Southern Links Trailway

http://southernlinkstrailway.com/

Tibbits Nature Sanctuary

www.lapeerlandconservancy.org/visit-our-properties.html

Washakie TV Resort and Golf

www.washakiegolfrv.com

Whispering Oaks Campground

www.woresort.net

Wolverine Christian Service Camp

http://www.wolverinechristianservicecamp.com/
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Accessibility Assessment of Parks and Recreation Areas
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has developed a grading system to easily
identify the handicap accessibility of parks and facilities, based on the ADA guidelines. The
accessibility grading system uses a five point system ranging from one, (none of the facilities/park
areas meet accessibility guidelines), to five, (the entire park was developed/renovated using the
Principals of Universal Design).
An Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance assessment of Lapeer County’s parks was
conducted during the development of the 2007-2011 Parks Master Plan and reviewed again in
2015. The assessment consisted of a visual inspection of each park in regards to access and
circulation in relation to the park facilities. Additional score information is listed in each facility
description in prior sections of this plan.

MDNR Accessibility Grading Scale for Parks and Recreation Facilities
Score

Quantity of Elements Meeting 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

1

None

2

Some

3

Most

4

All

5

All & the facility meets the Principals of Universal Design

Lapeer County Parks Accessibility Assessment

Recreation Area

Accessibility
Score

Torzewski Park

2

General Squier Memorial Park

2

Polly Ann Trail

2

Lapeer County Historic Courthouse

4

Millville Landing Canoe Access

1

Norway Landing Canoe Access

1

Saginaw Street Canoe Access

N/A

Oxbow Campground

2
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Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities
The Lapeer County Parks Department has done exemplary work in maintaining DNR grant
investments in County parks. In 1989 DNR grants were awarded for a children’s pool and water
play equipment at the Torzewski Park. Nearly 27 years later the pool and water slide are still
functional and in operation. Similarly, in 1999 DNR grants were awarded to General Squier
Memorial Park to construct the pool area, parking lot, restrooms, and renovate the old mill. Today,
each of these facilities are still in operation. Below is a listing of all awarded DNR Recreation Grants.

DNR Recreation Grant History
Year

Park

Grant Amount

Description

1983

Torzewski County Park

$206,570

Acquire: 67 acres Develop: gravel
roads,
parking,
maintenance
building, support building, asphalt
pathway, pavilions, vault restrooms,
contact station, warming shed,
youth play area and tot lot
equipment, picnic equipment, LWCF
sign

1989

Torzewski County Park

$135,000

Children's water play area, adjacent
to existing waterslide complex

$150,000

Construct a water play pool, vault
restrooms, picnic pavilions, boat
dock, play area, and renovate
mechanical
and
concession
buildings.

$516,520

Expand recreation opportunities by
constructing barrier-free access for
a water-based recreation area and
picnic facilities in General Squier
Park

$58,600

Acquisition of 7 acre parcel
adjacent to the existing 70 acre
General Squier Park and the state
owned Polly Ann Trail. The parcel will
provide
wildlife
observation
opportunities and new public
access to the Polly Ann Trail.

1993

1999

2007

Torzewski Regional Park

General
Park

Squier

General Squier
Park Addition

Regional

Memorial
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Description of the Planning Process
The planning process was heavily influenced by public input and the perceived needs and desires
of Lapeer County residents. In addition, during the development on this plan, the “Recommended
Classification System for Local and Regional Recreation Open Space and Trails” developed by
the National Recreation and Parks Association was referenced and taken into consideration.
According to these standards, Torzewski Park and General Squier Park would be classified as a
Large Urban Park with recommended size criteria of 75 or more acres, with 50 acres being a
common minimum. Although both of these parks have a rural setting they undoubtedly serve the
urban concentrations of Lapeer County. According to the Lapeer County Recreation Areas &
Population Density Map on the following page (figure 4), Torzewski Park (65 acres) is within 6 miles
driving distance (~11 minute travel) from the nearest urban concentration of residents in the City
of Lapeer. General Squier Park (87 acres) is approximately 4.2 driving miles (~6 minute travel) from
the nearest urban concentration in the Village of Almont and within 6.9 miles of Imlay City by way
of the Polly Ann Trail.
Based upon these standards it is apparent that the two major County owned and operated parks
are important staples in the community and serve the largest concentrations of residents in Lapeer
County, thereby satisfying National Recommendations both in size and location criteria.
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Figure 4
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Description of the Public Input Process
During the development of the County’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan, Lapeer County
surveyed residents in order to solicit public input. In partnership with the Lapeer Area View
Newspaper, a public input survey was included in the county-wide distribution to every household
on October 15, 2015. One hundred and seventeen surveys were returned.
Additionally, a public input session was held at the Historic Courthouse on October 22, 2015 at 7
p.m. in order for the public to provide comments in regards to the development of the parks plan,
as well as to assist in reviewing the accuracy of inventory information available at the time.
The survey questions are included on the following page.

Public Input Survey Questions (official copy of survey is attached)
1. Have you ever visited any of the following Lapeer County Parks/Recreation Areas? (check all
the apply)
 Torzewski County Park
 General Squier Memorial Park
 Polly Ann Trail
 Flint River Access Sites
2. Within the past 12 months, how often have you visited any County Parks/Recreation Areas?
 More than 6 times
 3-6 times
 Once or twice
 Haven’t visited in the past year
3. How satisfied were you at the last visit of the mentioned Parks/Recreation Areas?
 Very satisfied
 Satisfied
 Neutral
 Dissatisfied
 Will not return
4. How do you rate the quality of operation and maintenance of the Lapeer County Parks?
(Please circle one))
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Condition of buildings

1

2

3

4

N/A

Natural Areas
Stewardship

1

2

3

4

N/A

Mowing/tree trimming

1

2

3

4

N/A

Parking

1

2

3

4

N/A
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Restroom Cleanliness

1

2

3

4

N/A

Signage and Information

1

2

3

4

N/A

Green Infrastructure (trails, trees, etc.)

1

2

3

4

N/A

Security

1

2

3

4

N/A

Water Park (Slides/Splash Pad/Pool)

1

2

3

4

N/A

5. What are your three personal favorite recreation activities? (Within or Outside of County Parks)
1. ________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________
6. Which initiatives should the Lapeer County Parks and Recreation Master Plan prioritize for
future implementation? (Please select your top 3 priorities)
 Acquire land for future development
 Develop and improve existing facilities
 Develop more active recreation (canoeing, fishing, etc.) opportunities
 Develop more passive recreation (hiking, picnicking, etc.) opportunities
 Develop more indoor recreation facilities (recreation center, active field complex,
etc.)
 Natural areas preservation
 Natural and historical programming
 Non-motorized trails
 Water trails
 Other:________________________________________________________________________
7. Which activities/facilities would you like to see Lapeer County accommodate/develop?
(Please select no more than 5)
















Canoeing/Kayaking
Fishing
Gardening
Skate Park
Soccer
Swimming
Baseball
Bicycling – on road
Walking / Jogging
Disc Golf
Playgrounds
ATV / Off-Roading
Softball
Tennis
Volleyball











Basketball
Camping
RV Park
Dog Park
Football
Picnicking
Sledding
Ice Skating
Other: _________________
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8. How do you obtain information about Lapeer County Parks?
 Brochures
 Social media (i.e. Facebook, website, etc.)
 Print Media (newspaper, magazine, etc.)
 Word of mouth
 Other, please list: __________________________
9. Where do you live:
 Almont Township
 Arcadia Township
 Attica Township
 Brown City
 Burlington Township
 Burnside Township
 Imlay City
 City of Lapeer
 Deerfield Township
 Dryden Township
 Elba Township
 Goodland Township
 Hadley Township
 Imlay Township
 Lapeer Township
 Marathon Township
 Mayfield Township
 Metamora Township
 North Branch Township
 Oregon Township
 Rich Township
 Village of Almont
 Village of Clifford
 Village of Columbiaville
 Village of Dryden
 Village of Metamora
 Village of North Branch
 Village of Otter Lake
10. What is your Age
 17 or younger
 18-29
 30-49
 50-65
 65 or older
11. Do you have children 17 or younger in your household?
 Yes, If so, how many? __________
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 No
12. Gender
 Male
 Female
13. (Optional)Additional Comments

14. (Optional) Please include your contact information if you would like to receive a FREE Water Park Pass.
Name: ____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________City_____________________Zip__________
Phone Number: ____________________Email: ________________________________________

34

Lapeer County Parks & Recreation Plan 2016 - 2020

Public Input Results
A majority of survey responders identified that they have visited Torzewski and General Squier Memorial
Park. Based upon the responses it appears the greatest room for improvement is to increase awareness
and functionality of the Polly Ann Trail and Flint River Access Sites, as less than half of responders
identified they have ever visited those recreation areas. This is perceivably due to a lack of awareness
which the County specifically wishes to address.

80.0%
70.0%

Have you ever visited any of the following Lapeer
County Parks/Recreation Areas?
69.1%

64.5%

60.0%

49.1%

50.0%
40.0%
30.0%

20.0%

20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
Torzewski County Park

General Squier
Memorial Park

Polly Ann Trail

Flint River Access Sites

Over 80% of survey responders identified they are satisfied or very satisfied with the Parks they have
visited. Juxtaposed with the record high water park attendance for 2015, it is apparent that the public
values and utilizes these existing recreation areas; therefore, it is imperative that the County continue
to leverage funding in order to maintain these areas.

Park Satisfaction
Neutral
17%

Dissatisfied
3%
Very Satisfied
37%

Satisfied
43%
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47% of survey responders identified that they have visited a County Park/Recreation Area more than
3 times within the past year.

Within the last 12 months, how often have you visited
any County Parks/Recreation Areas?
Haven't visited in
the past year,
19.1%

Once or twice,
33.9%

More than 6 times,
20.0%

3-6 times, 27.0%

The table below shows survey responses when asked: How do you rate the quality of operation and
maintenance of the Lapeer County Parks/Recreation Areas? The category that best represents the
strongest opinion for each quality is circled below. Parking received the most tallies as “Excellent”,
Signage and Information: “Good”, Security: “Fair”, and Restroom Cleanliness: “Poor”.
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When asked what their favorite recreation activities are (and with no listed categories to sway their
thinking process) residents identified a variety of recreational activities. This information was then
summarized into the top 3 recreational activities identified. The highest reported activity type were
those such as bicycling, walking, running, etc. that would require a pathway on which to recreate.

Favorite Recreation Activities

volleyball, 0.6%

Play, 0.6%

Disc Golf, 1.0%

Tennis, 1.0%

Running, 1.6%

Picnic, 1.9%

Sledding, 1.9%

2.0%

Kids, 2.9%

Camping, 4.2%

Fishing, 3.9%

4.0%

Riding, 4.5%

Trails, 4.5%

6.0%

Water Park, 4.8%

8.0%

Hiking, 6.8%

10.0%

Biking, 9.7%

% OF RESPONSES

12.0%

Swimming, 12.9%

14.0%

Walking, 14.5%

16.0%

0.0%
Using text analysis 77% of responses fit within a category, 22% were not categorized

Top 3 Favorite Recreation Activities (grouped)
45.0%

41.6%

40.0%
35.0%
30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%

12.9%

10.0%

4.8%

5.0%
0.0%
Walking, Biking, Hiking, Running, Riding, Trails

Swimming

Water Parks
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Which Initiatives should the Lapeer County Parks and
Recreation Master Plan prioritize for future implementation?
80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0
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What activities/Facilities should Lapeer County
accomodate/Develop?
Canoeing/Kayaking,
53.5%
Walking/Jogging,
46.5%

Playgrounds, 39.5%

1

Swimming, 36.0%

Fishing, 29.0%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

How do you obtain information about Lapeer County Parks?
Other (please
specify)

Brochures

Word of Mouth

Social Media (i.e.
Facebook, twitter,
etc.)

Website

Print Media
(newspaper,
magazine, etc.)
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Where do you live?
Village of Otter Lake
Village of North Branch
Village of Metamora
Village of Dryden
Village of Columbiaville
Village of Clifford
Village of Almont
Rich Township
Oregon Township
North Branch Township
Metamora Township
Mayfield Township
Marathon Township
Lapeer Township
Imlay Township
Imlay City
Hadley Township
Goodland Township
Elba Township
Dryden Township
Deerfield Township
City of Lapeer
Burnside Township
Burlington Township
Brown City
Attica Township
Arcadia Township
Almont Township
0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

14.0%

16.0%

18.0%
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What is your age?

65 or older

18-29

50-65

30-49

Do you have children 17 or younger in your
household?

YES (Please
identify how
many)

No

What is your gender?
Male
28%
Female
72%
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Goals and Objectives
1. Operate Existing Parks and Recreational Facilities in a Sustainable and Efficient Manner
a. Replace aging equipment and structures
b. Preserve and restore historical sites (Of specific note: The Historic Courthouse/General
Squier Memorial Park)
c. Integrate tourism and economic development marketing to leverage the benefits of
park facilities and programs
d. Clarify opportunities for stakeholders and volunteers to partner with maintenance and
improvement of facilities
e. Identify and develop new facilities and programs to attract new visitors
Comments & Justification
The current facilities at Torzewski Park have lasted beyond their anticipated functional
life expectancy and are in need of replacement. Of specific note, the water slide is 27
years old. Additionally, Lapeer County Parks is currently funded on the proceeds from
water park admittance and concessions at both County parks, therefore it is important
that the County attract more residents to utilize these facilities.
When asked in the public survey which initiatives should the Parks and Recreation Plan
prioritize for future implementation, the second highest identified category was to
“Develop and Improve Existing Facilities”
2. Increase Planning and Development for New/Expanded Parks and Recreation Opportunities
a. Define each service offered and benefit provided
b. Establish a business and marketing plan
c. Utilize grants and funding sources for new facilities and activities
Comments & Justification
In Lapeer County, awareness of available park facilities has not been adequately
addressed. If residents are unaware of park facilities, they will not benefit or be able to
take advantage of those recreational opportunities. As awareness increases it is likely
that it may potentially increase public support of efforts to seek funding.
When asked in the public survey which initiatives should the Parks and Recreation Plan
prioritize for future implementation, developing more active & passive recreation
opportunities were identified in the top three most identified categories.
3. Intergovernmental Cooperation and Cooperation Between Local Communities, Agencies, and
Businesses
a. Improve transportation to the parks
b. Improve utilization of existing resources
c. Improving promotion and use of all of the available recreation opportunities
Comments & Justification
It is important for Lapeer County to develop future partnerships among government
entities and entities in the public and private sectors in order to enhance the quality of
parks for residents
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4. Preserve Natural Features, Open Space, Farmland
a. Take advantage of special opportunities as they occur (including long-term land
acquisition within northern Lapeer County)
b. Maximize cooperative ventures between public, private, and non-profit entities
Comments & Justification
Lapeer County is a favored rural destination for people to live among the counties in
the thumb region of Michigan. It is imperative to maintain the rural character of the
County in order to continue this attraction. Also, it is important to note that although it
is far less populated than the rest of the county, the northern portion of Lapeer County
is underserved in terms of recreation facilities and opportunities.
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Action Program
Among the proposed actions there are a few prevailing concepts Lapeer County seeks to address
most immediately. Those are to increase public awareness by increasing accessibility to information
relative to park facilities and offerings; increasing usage of park facilities by residents; and renovating,
replacing, and/or restoring existing facilities.
The actions below have been broken down into a list of actions according to the relative park/facility
to which they pertain. This list is not a fixed element and it is neither all inclusive nor exclusive. The list
reflects the results of the input received from the online survey, County staff, and the public input
session. Future circumstances, especially availability of funding, may change priorities.


Overall Parks Department Action
o Create an Inventory Resource accessible to all residents through various mediums (1,3)
o Improve accessibility when feasible (1)
o Create and implement strategy for marketing and increasing awareness of park
facilities (2)
o Leverage funds for additional staff (2)
o Propose Millage for Parks and Recreation (1,2,3)



Torzewski County Park
o Replace water park infrastructure, starting with slide (1)
o Construct a new pavilion (1)
o Naturalize areas of the park (4)
o Improve restroom facilities (1,2)



General Squier Memorial Park
o Expand opportunities for use of park, Forest Hall, and Cottage (1,2)
o Historical Restoration, with improvements at Forest Hall in order to operate and make
available to residents during the winter months (1)
o Identify historical architecture and influences and use for educational purposes (1,2,3)
o Improve connection between trail head at the park to the Polly Ann Trail (1)
o Improve existing restroom facilities and provide restrooms for sledding area (1)



Polly Ann Trail
o Continue Cooperative Maintenance with Department of Natural Resources (1,3)
o Improve trail surface from county line to Imlay City (limestone) (1)
o Continue and expand leverage of volunteer assistance (3)



Historic Courthouse
o Leverage funds for maintenance (1,2)
o Develop and implement marketing campaign to increase use (1,2,3)



Flint River Access Sites
o Promote use of Canoe/Kayak Launches and Access Sites (2)
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o
o
o

Continue river sweeping cooperation with the Flint River Watershed Coalition (3)
Explore feasibility of ADA standards for existing and future access sites (1)
Continue to develop Saginaw Street Access Site (1)
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Participating Community Plans
The following section includes specific information relative to the municipalities that participated in the
planning process for the purposes of adopting or updating a Parks and Recreation Plan for their
jurisdiction. Local Municipalities were given the option to “participate” in the County’s Plan by assisting
in the efforts of seeking public input and completing the necessary portions of the plan for their
jurisdiction. Much of the information included throughout the previous sections of this plan may also
be applicable to each of these individual communities.
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Deerfield Township
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Community Description
Deerfield Township is a rural community located in northern Lapeer County approximately 20 miles
northeast of Flint. There are basically two concentrations of residents in the Township. One is located
in the Barnes Lake/Miller Lake area and the other is near the corner of Fish Lake Road and Burnside
Road. Deerfield Township is serviced by two state highways, M-24 (Lapeer Road) is the major
north/south thoroughfare and M-90 (North Branch Road) runs east and west. The main commercial
area is along the M-24 corridor just south of Burnside Road. About half of the Township has been split
into smaller parcels of land from 10 to 15, acres with the remainder still mostly being used for agriculture.
The Flint River flows from north to south across the northwest portion of the Township. Most of the soil in
the Township is sandy/gravel and makes it good for residential development.
Administrative Structure
Deerfield Township is governed by an elected board of trustees and is solely responsible for decisions
relating to Parks and Recreation.
Budgets
Deerfield Township has a small budget for the park. Operation and maintenance of the park is funded
by the general fund and donations. The Township does not provide any recreational programming. In
2015, $1,277 was budgeted for the park.
Recreation Inventory

Deerfield Township Recreation Inventory

Recreation Area
Deerfield Township Park

Acreage

Accessibility
Score

10

2

Deerfield Township Park
Deerfield Township has one community park located ½ mile north of
Burnside Road on Falkenbury Road. The park is administrated by the
Deerfield Township Board of Trustees. The park (10 acres) was donated
to the Township in 1983 by the Deerfield Township Firemen’s Auxiliary
with the following restrictions:
1.
2.

The property cannot be sold or leased
The township residents would not be charged for usage

The park has two pavilions, playground equipment, volleyball area, and a hand-pump water well.
Accessibility assessment: Some of the park facilities meet accessibility guidelines (2).
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Goals and Objectives
The following are the goals and objectives for the park.
Goal: Promote the park and its facilities
Objective: Encourage the use of the park through the township newsletter, website,
and word of mouth.
Objective: Preserve and protect open space and significant natural features in the
Township and the park.
Goal: Provide safe recreational opportunities for area residents
Goal: Develop recreational facilities within the Township

Action Plan
1. Continue holding an Easter Egg Hunt each year for the children of Deerfield Township.
(Organized by the Deerfield Township Fire Department)
2. Add a walking path around the edge of the park
3. Maintain park equipment in good working condition (fencing, bathrooms, swings, slides,
monkey bars, etc.)
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Elba Township
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Community Description
Elba Township is located along the western border of Lapeer County in Michigan’s thumb. The City of
Lapeer sits to Elba’s northeast, and the Township is just fifteen miles east of Flint, near Oakland County
to the south, and only 45 miles from the heart of Detroit. While home to a small number of local
commercial, industrial, and agricultural businesses, Elba draws much of its residential populations from
the heavy industrial workers of its two neighboring metropolitan centers. According to the 2010 Census,
Elba Township has a population of 5,250.
Administrative Structure
The development of recreational facilities and opportunities within the Township is the responsibility of
the seven-member Planning Commission. This Commission falls under the direction of the Township
Board. A Parks and Recreation Advisory Board provides insight to the Planning Commission and consists
of members from the Planning Commission, Township Board, and general population.
Elba Township Supervisor
Township Board

Planning Commission
Parks & Rec. Advisory Board
Programming, Volunteers, and Cooperative Relationships
Maintenance of park facilities, above and beyond the nominal maintenance needs paid from the
Township’s general fund, are provided through volunteer efforts.
Budgets
Finances for parks come from donations and the general fund of Elba Township, from which $5,000 has
been set aside each year for recreational purposes. This annual allocation is used for any necessary
park maintenance, such as mowing, with any excess funds being put into a fund balance for future
park developments.
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Recreation Inventory

Elba Township Recreation Inventory

Recreation Area

Acreage

Accessibility
Score

Elba Township Commemorative Park

10.4

N/A*

Elba Township Nature Park

23.92

2

Elba Township Commemorative Park
Elba Township Commemorative Park is a proposed park that
expands the current recreation opportunities provided at the
Township Hall.
This area currently has a walking path
approximately .5 miles long. The proposed improvements will offer
playground equipment, gathering spaces, and active recreation
options.
*Accessibility Score: The park has not yet been completed; however, the Township hall itself does
address all necessary ADA standards (4) and the walking path addresses some of ADA standards (2).
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Elba Township Nature Park
The second park is the Elba Township Nature Park, which is a 23.91
acre parcel of land that was donated to the Township under the
condition that it be used as a park. The majority of the park is a
wetland pond with surrounding associated foliage. The pond is
home to ducks and other water birds. The land is wooded with a
wide variety of plant life. Special features of the park will include
a wandering footpath leading to platforms providing scenic
overlooks, a picnic area and a gazebo.
*Accessibility Score: The Elba Nature Park meets some accessibility guidelines (2), however, the trail is
not accessibly in many areas.
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The goals and objectives below were formulated using past recreation plans for Elba Township.
Goal: Enhance the quality of life in Elba Township
Objective: Develop a recreation area to permit wildlife appreciation and nonmotorized water activities.
Objective: Develop a recreation area to provide active recreation, outdoor
gathering space and a children’s play area.
Goal: Cooperate with state and county authorities, as well as other agencies, in the
development of recreation opportunities.
Objective: Continue to coordinate recreational opportunities with Lapeer County
and surrounding communities to complement existing offerings.
Goal: Preserve natural resources and habitats for recreation opportunities
Objective: Develop local recreational opportunities, specifically for children and
families to use daily in the Elba Township Commemorative Park.
Goal: Include recreation and open space areas in future residential development areas.
Objective: Revise subdivision standards to require a minimum amount of public
open space be included in every development.
Goal: Provide a range of recreational activities for all ages
Objective: Develop a recreation area to permit wildlife appreciation and nonmotorized water activities.
Objective: Develop a recreation area to provide active recreation, outdoor gather
space and a children’s play area.
Goal: Work with community volunteers
Objective: Create opportunities for volunteers to help in the construction, material
acquisition and maintenance of recreational facilities through public means and
the aid of private groups such as Ducks Unlimited, Lions, etc.
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Action Plan
Elba Nature Park
The following steps will be taken to further develop the park:
1. Signage will be developed on Lake Nepessing Road directing residents to the parks
parking area, and the park entrance will be clearly identified with signage that
provides general park information.
2. A picnic area with bike racks will be constructed to allow for family outings.
3. Construct a boardwalk to viewing areas in the wildlife park.
4. A gazebo will offer a covered area for small gatherings as well as wildlife viewing of
the wetlands.
5. Two wheelchair accessible scenic overlooks will give visitors views of the wetland
habitat.
6. A canoe launch will be constructed to allow access and exploration of the wetland.
7. Promote fishing in wildlife waterways.
8. Identify trees and plant life with interpretive signage and potential programming
opportunities for schools.
Elba Township Commemorative Park
This park is intended to meet the more active interests of residents and to take the place of the
limited playground settings available through two local elementary schools.
1. A pavilion will be developed for outdoor gatherings and small events.
2. A picnic area with grills and tables will encourage families to spend time outdoors and
offer picnic options for apartment dwellers and others with no outdoor cooking
facilities.
3. A horseshoe pit will be built.
4. Playground equipment in a fenced area to allow safe and free play for children.
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Oregon Township
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Community Description
Oregon Township is located on the west side of Lapeer County, largely a bedroom community.
According to the 2010 census, Oregon Township has a population of 5,786.
Administrative Structure
Oregon Township operates as a “general law” township under Michigan statutes. It is governed
by a five-member elected board consisting of Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer and two Trustees. Each
official is elected to serve a four year term of office.
In addition to the individual duties of the administrative officials, the five officers serve as the
legislative body for Oregon Township. While the most important legislative duties relate to the
zoning ordinance, the Township also has the responsibility for maintaining general ordinances.
When the township is ready to start a parks program, the Township would establish a parks and
recreation advisory board and seek volunteers to help maintain the park. The township board
would have the authority to commit funds for parks and recreation, apply for grants, and purchase
land.
Programming, Volunteers, and Cooperative Relationships
In the event a parks and recreation advisory board were to be appointed, volunteers would make
up that board. As parks projects are proposed, the township board will reach out to local schools,
churches, businesses, and service clubs for involvement and assistance in raising funds for the
project.
Budgets
Currently there is no funding in place for parks; however, future sources of funding for a potential
park would come from the general fund and donations.
Recreation Inventory
Oregon Township does not currently own or operate any recreational areas. Most of the Township
is served by either Lapeer County or Genesee County Parks. The Township is interested in creating
a recreation area at the Township Hall property.
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Goals and Objectives
Goal: Provide quality recreational opportunities to improve the health and fitness of
Township residents
Objective: Continue the agreement with the City of Lapeer to provide of
discounted memberships to the Community Center.
Goal: Develop trails and multi-use recreational paths
Objective: Identify possible non-motorized routes, methods and funding to
connect to the Southern Links Trail from Columbiaville to the City of Lapeer.
Goal: Provide for recreational opportunities at the township hall property
Objective: Identify possible area for picnic and playground at the township hall.
Objective: Identify possible sources of project funding.

Action Plan
1. Conduct a survey of residents asking for input on the desired developments of parks
within the Township
This would ensure input from the residents on how money is spent for parks.
2. Continue to work with Lapeer County Parks
This would ensure that Oregon Township has some input into what is going on within
Torzewski Park, which is located within Oregon Township.
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Village of North Branch

62

Lapeer County Parks & Recreation Plan 2016 - 2020
Community Description
The Village of North Branch is situated in North Branch Township, located in the northern part of
Lapeer County. This portion of the County is primarily agricultural in nature, with many row crop
farms.
The 2010 Census listed a population within the Village of 1,033, however, the village is also host to
the North Area Schools Campus, which adds nearly 2,500 additional students and staff members
to our “school day” population.
The Village and School district have a long standing relationship of cooperation, with an open
dialogue between the Village President and School Superintendent, and mutual support of each
organization.
Many of the schools’ athletic facilities are made available to the entire community, through
programs such as “Summer Recreation”, the ability to acquire membership to use the school’s
weight training and fitness facilities, and the use of its grounds for public rallies and events.
Administrative Structure
The Village of North Branch is served by its council, consisting of four Trustees and a Council
President. The administration of the Village affairs is carried out by its President, Clerk, and Treasurer
(all elected positions). A sub-unit of Village government is the 9 member Downtown Development
Authority (DDA), operating with approval and oversight of the Council. This DDA has played a
greater role in recent years by helping to fund a number of heath and recreation efforts within the
village. Many sidewalk projects, lighting projects, and park projects have been spearheaded by
the DDA on behalf of the council. Its members represent the community by appointment and
without compensation.
Village parks and property are maintained by a three man Department of Public Works.
North Branch Area Schools are led by an elected school board and provided administrative
leadership by their school Superintendent.
Budget
Parks and Recreation Budget
Salaries and Wages

$2,915

Operating Supplies

$50

Repair Maintenance

$400

Workman’s Comp

$75

Total:

$3,440
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Recreation Inventory

Village of North Branch Recreation Inventory

Recreation Area
Memorial Park

Acreage

Accessibility
Score

1.7

3

North Branch Memorial Park
The Memorial Park is approximately 1.7 acres and was developed using
local donations and volunteer labor. The park contains two new
Playscapes, two pavilions with charcoal grills and picnic tables,
skateboard and bicycle ramps, basketball court, horseshoe pit, and a
restroom facility.
*Accessibility Score: The North Branch Memorial Park meets most accessibility guidelines (3) such
as the barrier free restrooms and pavilion.

Future Park Development
There is currently a vacant parcel of land owned by the Village located south of Mill Street
between Saginaw and Lincoln. The parcel is approximately ½ acre and is nearly split in half with
the western portion being used as a parking lot, and the east side being green space. This parcel
is a likely location for a future park and recreation development.
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Goals and Objectives
Goal: Operate Parks in a Sustainable Manner
Objective: Clarify opportunities for stakeholders and volunteers to partner with
maintenance and improvement of facilities.
Goal: Development of strategic park facilities
Objective: Start leveraging multiple grants and funding sources.
Objective: Capitalize on recreation opportunities as they arise.

Action Plan


Seek funding for future park improvements and developments
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Pictures
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Torzewski County Park
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General Squier Memorial Park
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Polly Ann Trail
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Lapeer County Historic Courthouse

71

Lapeer County Parks & Recreation Plan 2016 - 2020

Millville Landing
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Norway Landing
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Oxbow Campground
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Deerfield Township Park
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Elba Township Commemorative Park
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Elba Township Nature Park
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North Branch Memorial Park
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Public Input Session
October, 22, 2015
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For More Information Contact:
Lapeer County Building and Grounds/Parks Department
(810) 245-4794
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Attachments
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