
Andrea Brown, AICP, Executive Director, Michigan Association of Planning 

abrown@planningmi.org 

 

Andrea Brown has served as the Executive Director of the Michigan Association of Planning 

(MAP), the Michigan Chapter of the American Planning Association, since 2004.  MAP is one of 

the largest of APA’s chapters with nearly 4,000 members and serves professional community 

planners and elected and appointed land use decision makers like planning commissions zoning 

boards and elected local leaders.  MAP provides information, education and advocacy that support 

quality community planning.   

 

Ms. Brown is responsible for the development of MAP’s land use and planning policy; for 

advancing MAP’s legislative agenda in Lansing; and for developing relationships and 

partnerships, forming coalitions, and working closely with other land use leaders, state agencies, 

and non-profits.  Brown is the chief fundraiser for MAP and has successfully secured more than 

$1.3 million in grants, sponsorships and contributions since 2004 which advance the MAP mission.  

Before being appointed as executive director, Ms. Brown served as MAP’s Information Director 

for 4 years. She is a member of steering committees and advisory boards too numerous to mention.   

She is a member of the Mi Place Leadership team, the Sense of Place Council, and was appointed 

to the Complete Streets Advisory Council by Governor Granholm in 2010.    

 

Prior to joining MAP in 2000, Ms. Brown had accrued over a dozen years of experience as a 

professional community planner, working in both the public and private sectors.  She received 

awards for two comprehensive plans for which she was project manager during her tenure with 

the City of Ann Arbor. Ms. Brown is an AICP certified planner, a registered lobbyist, and holds 

certificates from the Form Based Institute and Charette Systems and Charette Management 

certificates from the National Charette Institute.  She holds both undergraduate and graduate 

degrees in urban planning from Eastern Michigan University. 

 

Anna Pinter, Planner III, Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission 

apinter@co.genesee.mi.us  

 

Anna Pinter is currently a Planner III at the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission 

where she administers federal programs such as the Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Program, HOME and Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) and the State funded 

Regional Prosperity Initiative. Anna has previous experience at the Fair Housing Center of Eastern 

Michigan and the Genesee County Land Bank. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Geography with a concentration in Planning from Western Michigan and a Master of Urban 

Planning degree from Wayne State University.  

 

James Tischler, Community Development Division Director, MSHDA 

tischlerj@michigan.gov  

 

James Tischler, AICP, PCP is the Director of the Michigan State Housing Development 

Authority’s Community Development Division. He is responsible for managing the State of 

Michigan’s Federal and State-funded housing and community development programs, including 

the Place-Based Planning Program that co-funded the City of Flint's Target Market Analysis. He 
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is also responsible for the design of housing and neighborhood policies; and facilitation of 

community planning and development activities for MSHDA. 

Jim has more than 25 years of experience in the field of urban planning, for both public 

organizations and in private sector consulting. His expertise includes the implementation of real 

estate investment projects in urban places; and form-based planning with a focus on missing 

middle housing. This includes our downtowns and mixed-use projects with housing above street-

front retail. Jim holds a Master of Urban Planning degree from Wayne State University, and is a 

graduate of the University of Oklahoma Economic Development Institute. In addition to his 

registration with the American Institute of Certified Planners, he is also a registered Michigan 

Professional Community Planner; and an active member of the American Planning Association; 

Michigan Association of Planning; Urban Land Institute; and Congress for the New Urbanism. 

 

Jennifer Rigterink, RRC Manager, Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

rigterinkj@michigan.org 

 

Jennifer Rigterink joined the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) in May 

2010, and in her current role manages the Redevelopment Ready Communities® program.  Prior 

to joining the MEDC, Jennifer worked with the Genesee Institute where she assisted in building 

awareness of Michigan’s land bank authority model and vacant property initiatives.  Ms. 

Rigterink has a bachelor’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning from Michigan State 

University, and with her husband is a small business owner in East Lansing, Michigan.   

 

Justin Sprague, Director, Special Projects, Flint and Genesee Chamber of Commerce 

JSprague@FlintandGenesee.org  

 

Justin Sprague serves as Director of Special Projects for the Flint& Genesee Chamber of 
Commerce in Flint, Michigan, where he is responsible for business attraction/retention efforts, 
large site redevelopment, and municipal collaboration projects. While at the Chamber, Justin 
helped lead the Accelerate regional planning process in partnership with the Genesee County 
Metropolitan Planning Commission in 2014-15. Prior to joining the Chamber, Justin was an urban 
and regional planning consultant to both the public and private sectors and holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Resource Planning from the University of Michigan – Flint. 
 

Kristen Bennett, State Trails Planning Specialist, MI Department of Natural Resources 

BennettK@michigan.gov 

 

Kristen Bennett started her career with the Michigan DNR, Parks and Recreation Division in 

1994.  She has a degree in Landscape Architecture from Michigan State University.   For over 15 

years she worked as a Regional Field Planner on many projects that will provide a lasting imprint 

on Michigan State Parks, including the redevelopment of a brownfield site in the City of Detroit 

into a State Park.  In 2014 she shifted her focus to Trail Design and is currently the Statewide 

Planning Specialist for the Trails Section. 
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Lynn Markland, City Manager, City of Fenton 

lmarkland@cityoffenton.org 

Lynn has 29 years of experience in local government.  Before accepting the appointment as City 

Manager of Fenton in July 2008, Markland served as City Manager of Durand for 15 years and 

before that was City Manager in Sandusky, Michigan. While in Durand, he served as a board 

member for the Planning Commission, Downtown Development Authority, Durand Union Station, 

Inc., and the Shiawassee Economic Development Partnership.  

 

Lynn has served the Michigan Municipal League as a Regional Chair, Chairman of the Legislative 

and Urban Affairs Committee, and as Chairman of the Land Use and Economic Development 

Committee. He has also served as a board member for the Michigan Municipal League, is a former 

board member of the Michigan Local Government Management Association and is a member of 

ICMA. His civic involvement includes serving as a board member of the Lions Club, Optimist 

Club (past president), and Rotary Club. He has also served on the boards of Chambers of 

Commerce and is a past president of the Durand Area Chamber of Commerce.  

 

A graduate of Central Michigan University, Lynn has a passion for local government, creating 

vibrant and active downtowns and in the communities he has served, has led collaborative efforts 

to seek solutions for local issues. 

 

Michael Burns, Asst. City Manager/ Director of Economic Development, City of Fenton 

mburns@cityoffenton.org 

 

Michael Burns has been the Assistant City Manager of Fenton MI since February, 2009.  Prior to 

coming to the City of Fenton, Mike served Macomb County as a Deputy Sheriff for the Macomb 

County Sheriff’s Department (2000-2009) and an Administrative Intern for the City of Sterling 

Heights (2006-2008).  Michael has a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Public Administration 

from Eastern Michigan University. Since joining the City of Fenton Mike’s responsibilities has 

focused on economic and downtown development. 

 

Mike is a member in good standing with the International City/County Management Association 

and Michigan Local Government Management Association.  Michael has served on the MLGMA 

Ethics Committee, NextGen Committee and Professional Development Committee.  Michael has 

served as a member of the Michigan Municipal League Land Use & Economic Development 

Committee.  His civic involvement includes working with the Fenton Kiwanis Club.  

 

In addition to his full-time job, Mike is a registered football and basketball official with the 

Michigan High School Athletic Association and a football trainer for the Metro Detroit Officials 

Association and a member of the Michigan Collegiate Football Officials Association. 

 

Randal Stewart, Planning Director, Davison Township 

rstewart@davisontwp-mi.org 

 

13 years Construction Superintendent, 13 years Building Official for City of Burton 

16 years Davison Township Zoning & Planning Administrator, also Building Official, Airport 

Manager, & DDA Director. 
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Sean Gartland, Culinary Director, Flint Food Works / Farmers’ Market] 

director@flintfoodworks.net 

 

Sean Gartland is a Flint native and graduate of Johnson & Wales University in Providence, 

Rhode Island. Following graduation from the Johnson & Wales Culinary Arts program, Gartland 

spent time cooking in various Michigan hotels and restaurants such as the Trillium Restaurant at 

the Grand Traverse Resort and Forté in Birmingham. With the blessing of the great chef that he 

was working under he moved on to Chicago. His experiences working in restaurants like 

Zealous, Charlie Trotters To Go and North Pond (to mention a few) opened his eyes to a whole 

new world in terms of technique and tastes. Living and working in such a vibrant city, with so 

many cultural influences to draw from, was a priceless experience. He was honored to be hired 

as a chef instructor at The Chopping Block Cooking School just as owner Shelley Young was 

expanding her business. Working along someone who was so dedicated to spreading the joy of 

cooking to everyone around her was the most influential step in his career. 

  

He was thrilled to be offered a position with the Flint Farmers’ Market as its Culinary Director 

and excited to be part of the Flint Food Works culinary business incubator. As the Flint Farmers’ 

Market turns the page on a new chapter of its history Gartland will be working to bridge the gap 

between the public and the great local food producers who make the Market their home. He is 

happy to say that from here on out he dedicated to bringing the knowledge and skill that has been 

passed along to him by so many great chefs to the Market guests and fledgling businesses of the 

Flint Food Works. 

 

Sharon M. Woods, Principal and Founder, LandUse|USA 

sharonwoods@landuseusa.com 

 

Sharon Woods is a certified Counselor of Real Estate (CRE) and has 25 years of experience 

applying Target Market Analysis methods to the real estate and development industries. She 

founded Land Use USA in 2008, and her firm specializes in conducting T.M.A. studies to 

measure the market potential for residential units and retail space. 

 

Wayne Beyea, Outreach Specialist and Faculty Member, Michigan State University 

beyea@msu.edu 

 

Wayne Beyea is a faculty member, specialist and attorney within the MSU School of Planning, 

Design and Construction’s Urban & Regional Planning Program with over 25 years of 

experience. In this capacity, he maintains a teaching and MSU Extension outreach program with 

an emphasis on the science and policy of sustainable development and land use law. 
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