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10th Annual Genesee County 

Planning Forum 

Registration & Continental Breakfast  8:00-8:15 

Welcome  

Derek Bradshaw, GCMPC Director-Coordinator 
8:15-8:25  

Opening Remarks  

Alan Himelhoch, GCMPC Chairperson  
8:25-8:35 

Planning Innovation Awards Presentation  

Christine Durgan, GCMPC Assistant Director 
8:35-8:45 

Opening Session  

Citizen Engagement for a Sustainable Built Environment: Examples and Case Studies from 
Michigan Communities 

Wayne Beyea, Outreach Specialist and Faculty Member, Michigan State University 

8:45-9:10 

1st Break Out Sessions  

Missing Middle Housing & the Target Market Analysis Approach  - Main Room 

James Tischler, Community Development Division Director, MSHDA; Sharon M. Woods,        
Principal and Founder, LandUse|USA  

Planning Commissioner Basics  - Room C-D 

Andrea Brown, Executive Director, MI Association of Planning 

9:15-10:10 



 

 

10:15-11:10 

2nd Break Out Sessions  

Implementing ACCELERATE - Room C-D 

Justin Sprague, Director, Special Projects, Flint and Genesee Chamber of Commerce, Anna    
Pinter, Planner III, GCMPC 
 

Local Projects Making an Impact (panel discussion) - Main Room 

 Government and Private Partnerships 

Randal Stewart, Planning Director, Davison Township 

 Fenton Momentum 

Lynn Markland, City Manager, City of Fenton; Michael Burns, Asst. City Manager/
Director of Economic Development 

 Iron Belle Trail 

Kristen Bennett, State Trails Planning Specialist, MI Department of Natural Resources 

11:15-12:10  

3rd Break Out Sessions  

Farm-to-Kitchen: Food Availability in an Urban Society - Room C-D 

Sean Gartland, Culinary Director, Flint Food Works / Farmers’ Market 

Redevelopment Ready Communities - Main Room 

Jennifer Rigterink, RRC Manager, Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

12:15 Closing Comments 

 

http://gcmpc.org/


 

 

Implementing ACCELERATE 

This session will look at projects that have resulted through the implementation of Accelerate, A Plan for Regional       
Prosperity. It will include a discussion of the I-69 Thumb Region Fiber report, the newly formed manufacturers coalition 
and do a deep dive into the need for new industrial square footage and industrially zoned land in Flint & Genesee County 
as well as across the I-69 Thumb Region. 

 

Local Projects Making an Impact (panel discussion) 

 Government and Private Partnerships 

Davison Township has partnered with many significant companies throughout Michigan and across the country in 
order to make a better way of life for the whole community. The township has also created healthy living by     
implementing a paved trail system that will eventually connect all of Davison. Without all of these important    
partnerships, Davison Township would not be the destination spot that it is turning out to be.  

 Fenton Momentum 

This session will provide insight on how the City of Fenton’s Fenton Momentum Streetscape project is positively 
impacting the development of the downtown district. The large-scale streetscape project includes new, wider 
sidewalks, curbing, and design features for improved walkability, safety, and additional parking. Substantial      
aesthetic improvements are also being made through the addition of planters, landscaping, and seating.  

 Iron Belle Trail 

Learn about how the Iron Belle Trail – the new hiking and bicycling route from Belle Isle to Ironwood – got started, 
its progress so far, and the unique partnerships that it will take to make it happen. Showcasing Michigan’s       
spectacular natural, cultural and historic resources and building upon Michigan’s extensive trail network, the Iron 
Belle is illustrating what makes Michigan the Trails State. 

Citizen Engagement for a Sustainable Built Environment: Examples and Case Studies from Michigan           
Communities 

This keynote session will highlight techniques to engage citizens through the Sustainable Built  Environment Initiative 
(SBEI) within the MSU School of Planning, Design and Construction (SPDC).  The SBEI provides an integrated approach to 
engaging citizens to solve    complex community problems. Examples and processes will be discussed with an emphasis on 
sustainable planning and design solutions for local issues which include green development, adaptive reuse, placemaking, 
and resiliency planning.  

Missing Middle Housing & the Target Market Analysis Approach 

This session builds the case for more Missing Middle Housing and how to get it done. Michigan has one of the highest 
shares of detached single family homes in the nation and not enough attached formats in our downtowns and urban 
communities of all sizes. Available choices are scarce among duplexes, triplexes, quads, townhouses, row houses, 
shared courtyards and live/work units. Meanwhile, Millennials, Aging Boomers, and Singles of all ages are on the 
move  and seeking places to live that are dynamic, engaging and enjoyable. To compete, we must provide more 
choices and help other statewide initiatives attract and retain talent.  

Planning Commissioner Basics 

This session covers the foundational information a planning commissioner should know before ever making a decision, 
and provides a sound refresher for more seasoned officials. We’ll look at everything from roles and responsibilities, legal 
basics, preparing for and conducting meetings, and decision making best practices to processing applications for site 
plans, special exception uses and rezoning. Inspired by MAP’s popular Planning Commissioners Toolkit, this                    
comprehensive overview will prepare you to participate knowledgeably at meetings. 



 

 

Farm-to-Kitchen: Food Availability in an Urban Society 

This presentation will walk participants through procuring local ingredients to produce food product in their communities. 
Discussion will ensue regarding all the avenues available to small food based businesses for getting local ingredients into 
their kitchen. Aggregating the produce of small farms in the area in a way to meet the needs of both small and large scale 
food product manufacturers is important to the big picture. Participants will learn how any local business can be part of 
the solution. 

Redevelopment Ready Communities 

An overview of the Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) program will be provided, including details surrounding the 
participation of local communities in the certification process. RRC is a statewide program that certifies communities who 
actively engage stakeholders and plan for the future. RRC looks to foster communities that creatively reuse space, em
brace economic innovation and proactively plan for the future – making them more attractive for investments that create 

Don’t Forget!  

The Planning Forum is a Zero-Waste Event 

Please Recycle! 


