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GENESEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN

A.

INTRODUCTION
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) administers several
Federal and State of Michigan programs for the Flint-Genesee County area. The major
programs are the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
– Community Planning and Development (CPD) Programs; Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) Programs; Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Programs; and
the Solid Waste Management Program. A major component of these programs is the
assurance that public participation is provided for and encouraged throughout the
planning processes. These Programs are authorized by the following Acts:
Title 1 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended in
October 1992, stipulates that:
"A grant may be made only if the grantee certifies that it is following a
detailed citizen’s participation plan..." (Sec. 104 paragraph a,
subparagraph 3).
The final rule providing for a Consolidated Plan; substantial amendments and
performance reports for all HUD CPD formula grant programs. Further, 24 CFR Part
91.105 requires that Genesee County “adopt a citizen participation plan that sets forth
policies and procedures for citizen participation.”
The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for
Users (SAFETEA-LU) is the law which guides the Federal transportation planning
process as authorized under Sections 134 and 135 of Title 23, United States Code.
SAFETEA-LU encourages public participation early in the transportation planning
process and throughout the development of all regional transportation plans and
programs. SAFETEA-LU clearly mandates active public participation during the
development and adoption of all regional transportation plans. The Federal regulations
pertaining to SAFETEA-LU state:
"The MPO (Metropolitan Planning Organization) shall develop and use a
documented participation plan that defines a process for providing
citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of public transportation
employees, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services,
private providers of transportation, representatives of users of public
transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian walkways and
bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, agencies
or entities responsible for safety/security operations, … and other
interested parties with reasonable opportunities to be involved in the
metropolitan transportation planning process." (§ 450.316 Paragraph (a)).
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Part 115 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451,
as amended R299.4706 (Rule 706.1-8) states:
“The designated planning agency shall conduct a public participation
program, which shall encourage the participation and involvement of the
public and municipalities in the development and implementation of the
solid waste management plan.”
GCMPC is committed to ensuring that citizen input will figure prominently throughout the
planning processes, from the initial problem identification, through phases of workshop
formats or public comment periods, to the final selection stages where public hearings
culminate in final plan evaluations. GCMPC’s Public Participation Plan (PPP) is reviewed
and updated every five years or whenever significant program changes necessitate. (A
significant program change, for example, would be the new SAFETEA-LU transportation
legislation which requires staff to comply with expanded guidelines.) Periodic updates
address significant policy or procedural changes to planning processes and further
ensure that all citizens continue to have opportunities for public participation.
It is staff’s opinion that workshops/public informational meetings are an effective and
conducive venue for communicating knowledge of planning processes (from the
perspective of citizens-at-large). This method is an effective tool utilized in initial
planning phases. Final review and selection of proposed plans and other planning
activities will be made through the Public Hearing process. Public Hearings allow a still
broader base for community participation. The following framework presents a basic
format to facilitate “grass roots participation” in the planning process. Implementation,
including workshops and administrative procedures of the Public Participation Plan are
covered in this section. Input received will be incorporated into problem identification,
evaluation, alternative development and final plan selection phases.

B.

GENERAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION POLICIES
GCMPC has established policies and procedures for public participation that apply to
each administered Program. The policies and procedures are as follows:
In order to be more cost-effective, GCMPC has increased usage of electronic public
information and notification formats while decreasing the usage of more costly methods,
such as newspaper advertisements. GCMPC, as outlined in this plan, will utilize
electronic formats such as posting notices and plans on the GCMPC website
(www.gcmpc.org), directly e-mailing our Public Participation list, and using online survey
methods. To help ensure that the public is aware of these changes, GCMPC will post a
notification in the newspaper for a plan that is being updated (i.e. Consolidated Plan,
Transportation Improvement Program, Long Range Transportation Plan, etc.) indicating
the start of the review and updates and where more information can be found online
about the said plan. Public notifications will also be displayed on the Genesee County
Administration Building (1101 Beach Street, Flint).
Citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties will be provided with reasonable
and timely access to information and records, as well as timely responses to comments,
complaints or inquiries relative to programs administered by GCMPC. Notifications of
public hearings are sent out at least ten (10) days in advance by way of e-mail to the
2
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GCMPC public participation list and are electronically accessible through the GCMPC
website (www.gcmpc.org). A hardcopy notice is also displayed on the Genesee County
Administration Building (1101 Beach Street, Flint).
GCMPC will comply with all Federal and State statutes, and County ordinances,
standards and requirements relating to and prescribed by including, but not limited to:
nondiscrimination, displacement of persons, labor standards, environmental measures,
environmental justice, fair housing, historic preservation, lead-based paint prohibition
and financial audits for all programs.
With regards to all Public Hearings, GCMPC will upon 48-hour notice, make appropriate
provisions available to assist those individuals with special needs, i.e., individuals who
are visually and/or hearing impaired, individuals with other disabilities or those who are
considered Limited English Proficient (LEP). LEP refers to individuals who do not speak
English as their primary language and who have a limited ability to read, speak, write or
understand English. According to the 2000 United States Census, those in Genesee
County who spoke a language other than English at home accounted for 4.5 % of the
County population.
If members of the public require other assistance such as the printing of a GCMPC
publication in another language or in Braille, more time than the 48-hour notice will be
needed. To accommodate translation requests, staff will work with the American Arab
Heritage Council located in Flint. The Council is able to translate materials from English
to many other languages. Translation requests will be handled in the timeliest manner
possible; however, depending on the type and length of material to be translated,
several weeks may be necessary. For requests regarding transcription of materials into
Braille, staff can work with the Visually Impaired Center and the Michigan Braille
Transcribing Service (MBTS). The Center can accommodate requests concerning
smaller documents, which could take up to two weeks. For larger documents, staff will
work with the MBTS. Depending on the length of the document, up to 30 days may be
needed.

C.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION METHODOLOGY
1.

Purpose
The purpose of GCMPC's PPP is to solicit, facilitate and address input from any
number of different sources.
This is done in order to provide diverse
perspectives on the transportation, community and economic development, and
solid waste programs, plans, and resultant projects.

2.

Goal
The goal of this activity is to encourage citizen participation during GCMPC
planning processes. This goal can be achieved by:
•
•
•
•
•

Seeking out non-traditional program users
Educating the public on the planning processes
Obtaining community ideas
Incorporating community ideas into the planning process
Evaluating the performance of the Public Participation Plan
3
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3.

Format
The four citizen participation formats generally used by GCMPC are workshops,
public needs hearings, public comment periods and public hearings. Each
format focuses on participation by the general public and targeted groups and/or
individuals.
Workshops are utilized to invite comments and encourage discussion on
selected planning topics. Workshops will generally culminate in public hearings
for presentation and acceptance of a specific study.
Public needs hearings are used as either a formal or informal method of
collecting public reaction and/or input for planning issues and for identifying
community needs. Public needs hearings are also a way of notifying the public
that appropriate agencies are being asked to apply for the use of specific grant
funds.
A public comment period is a process in which the public is provided the
opportunity to review, make formal comments and voice concerns on planning
processes, documents, studies or issues.
A public hearing allows citizens a final opportunity to review and comment on
planning issues and policies.
Additionally, GCMPC staff seeks opportunities to talk with community groups as
part of their regularly scheduled meetings. Staff also utilizes non-traditional
venues to seek input, such as shopping malls and business expos.

4.

Workshops
A workshop is an interactive process with the public to obtain input and provide
technical assistance. The workshop format is held in an informal setting where
interested parties will be given updates on the progress of the
study/program/project, and are then encouraged to participate in the discussion
of work activities. Workshops may include the goals, purposes, visual aids,
outline of presentations, citizen response and administrative reaction to the
citizen input. Workshops are held in various geographic locations throughout the
County that are accessible by public transit and are ADA complaint. Additionally,
whenever possible workshops will take place in non-government buildings such
as senior centers, community centers, churches, non-profit offices, etc.
Goals and Objectives
•

To educate the public on plans, projects, studies, programs, issues or
policies

•

To provide for public input and discussion on the above items

•

To provide reasonable and timely access to public information

4
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5.

Public Needs Hearings
The objective of public needs hearings is to allow citizens the opportunity to
review and make comments on needs, planning issues and policies. The
Community Development and Transportation Divisions have provisions for public
needs hearings during development of respective plans and projects.
The Community Development Division must provide for at least two public needs
hearings per year. These will be conducted at a minimum of two different stages
of the year. One of these hearings is held in conjunction with the annual update
of the Consolidated Plan. When preparing the Consolidated Plan and annually
throughout the course of its development, GCMPC will consult with other private
and public agencies. These agencies include those local units of government
who provide assisted housing, supportive services, health services, and fair
housing services. A minimum of 15 days notice will be given to citizens for each
public needs hearing and sufficient information will be published to permit
informed comments.
The Community Development Division also requires that local units of
government participating in the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
program hold local public needs hearings regarding their proposed CDBG
projects, with published notices given at least 10 days prior to each hearing.
The Community Development hearings should follow closely the guidelines set
forth in the paragraph below:
“Citizens, public agencies and other interested parties will be
provided information that includes the amount of assistance the
county expects to receive (including grant funds and program
income) and the range of activities that may be undertaken,
including the estimated amount that will benefit low and moderate
income persons. This information will be made available at the
Needs Hearing. A minimum of 15 days notice shall be given to
citizens for each needs hearing and sufficient information shall be
published to permit informed comments. Public Hearings shall be
held at a barrier-free location in the community that will
accommodate potential and actual beneficiaries.”
The Transportation Division requires public needs hearings at key decision points
in the planning process, including, but not limited to, the approval of plans and
Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs).
Both the Transportation and Community Development Divisions will use the
public needs hearing process as a means of identifying community needs,
developing projects and alternatives and considering other input from interested
agencies and/or individuals.
Whenever possible, the Community Development and Transportation Divisions
will hold public needs hearings out in the community to better engage the
affected population in the process.
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6.

Public Comment Periods
Some Programs require a period ranging from several days to several weeks to
receive public comment. Length of any public comment period will vary
depending on specific program requirements. Public comments will be received
by GCMPC in electronic (website comment or e-mail submittal), written or oral
forms. Oral comments can be addressed at the meeting if possible, or if the
public provides their contact information, staff will address the oral comments in
writing.

Community Development Programs must provide for at least one public hearing during
the 30-day public comment period on the Consolidated Plan. The Solid Waste
Designated Planning Agency must provide a period of three months so that agencies
stated in the rules have the opportunity to review and comment on the Solid Waste
Management Plan. For the Transportation Division, there is a required 45-day public
comment period for updates to the Public Participation Plan. Notices that indicate the
availability of the documents and the locations where the documents can be found are
posted on the GCMPC website and are also sent out electronically by way of e-mail
notifications to the GCMPC public participation mailing list. A hardcopy notice is also
displayed on the Genesee County Administration Building (1101 Beach Street, Flint).
Goals and Objectives

7.

•

To compile a list of public needs/concerns on proposed issues

•

To provide an open forum for public input on proposed issues, policies
and/or plans

Public Hearings
The objective of Public Hearings is to afford the citizens of Genesee County a
final opportunity to review and comment on plans, issues and policies. It also
allows citizens to evaluate progress and past performance. Public Hearings
should closely follow the guidelines set forth in the paragraph below:
Community Development will give an appropriate advance notice (a minimum of
fifteen (15) days) to citizens for each hearing. The Transportation division will give
an appropriate advance notice (a minimum of ten (10) days) to citizens for each
hearing. Notice of not less than 30 days will be given to citizens for all solid waste
program public hearings. Sufficient information shall be made electronically
accessible on the GCMPC website and e-mails will be sent to GCMPC’s public
participation mailing list to permit informed comments. A hardcopy notice is also
displayed on the Genesee County Administration Building (1101 Beach Street,
Flint).
Public Hearings shall be held at barrier-free locations that offer
accommodations for persons with disabilities, focused on actual and potential
beneficiaries of proposed plans/actions in the community.
Goals and Objectives
•

To ensure that all interested and affected parties will have the opportunity
to make or submit public statements, ask questions, voice disagreement,
6
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offer suggestions or support concerning a proposed course of action and
comment on past plans/actions

8.

•

Finalize public input into the selected plan

•

Establish an agency/community consensus on the plan

Responsibilities
Staff's responsibility is to provide the planning background and technical
information that is used as a basis for recommendation on the proposed plan or
issue. Staff will provide technical assistance to groups representing low and
moderate-income persons/households, persons of disability, the elderly, minority,
groups representing environmental concerns and, socially and economically
disadvantaged persons that may have distinct and separate interests in proposed
projects or plans. Additionally, any comments received will be addressed by staff
within a reasonable time frame, within fifteen (15) days where practicable. The
comment will be addressed with an e-mailed response, where practicable,
otherwise a written response will be mailed to the address provided by the party
who made the comment.
In turn, the participants’ responsibilities are to review, evaluate and comment on
proposed issues, policies and/or plans providing public input to staff and
oversight committees.
Federal Transportation legislation was signed into law by President Bush on
August 10, 2005. This legislation, named the Safe, Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), included
the following requirements regarding public participation plans for MPOs:
•

Transportation staff will make public information available in electronically
accessible formats (such as on the GCMPC website and on Compact
Disks (CD’s)).

•

Transportation staff will hold public meetings at convenient and
accessible locations and times. These meeting locations will comply with
barrier free and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations.

•

Transportation staff will use the approved PPP in the development of plan
updates and the next TIP

•

Transportation staff will use visualization techniques to describe
metropolitan transportation plans and TIPs

Visualization techniques help to ensure that all attendees, including those facing
literacy or English language challenges are able to better understand what is
being presented. Visualization techniques may include maps that show project
locations, photographs, diagrams, PowerPoint presentations, charts, graphics,
sketches, illustrations, models and narrative descriptions. Each public meeting
will incorporate at least two of the above visualization techniques. Staff will
provide a narrative description of the plan, project, etc. and will provide a map or
other visual aid. Transportation staff will continue developing visualization
7
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development and chamber of commerce agencies, freight agencies and other
interested parties that work will begin on the update of the LRTP and the notice
will invite them to a project kick-off meeting and to participate in the LRTP
update.
Step 2: Begin Long Range Plan Steering Committee Meetings
The first several meetings of the Long Range Transportation Plan Steering
Committee will be focused on developing an updated strategy for the LRTP. This
includes review of the existing document, identification of items that need to be
changed or added to the plan, public participation strategy, and development of
timelines. Development of the plan will begin once the committee approves a
strategy. The steering committee will continue to meet throughout the plan
development process to provide guidance to staff on plan development and
provide recommendations to the Technical Advisory Committee and Genesee
County Metropolitan Alliance on plan approval.
Step 3: Public Outreach
E-mails will be sent to the GCMPC Public Participation list announcing public
LRTP meetings/events; Transportation survey will be made available by way of
the GCMPC website and may be in conjunction with a service provider, such as
“Survey Monkey”; Press releases announcing public LRTP meetings/events;
LRTP update information on website; Staff handles media requests for LRTP
information.
Step 4: Call for Projects
A call for LTPP projects will be advertised and a notice will be sent to local road
and transit agencies.
Step 5: Draft list of projects
The steering committee will evaluate projects received from the call for projects
and prioritize them based on projected funding. Once the draft list of projects is
approved by the Genesee County Metropolitan Alliance a series of 3 public
outreach events will be held to receive comment on the projects. A notice will be
sent to all residents and businesses along the proposed project corridor, to
individuals on the public participation GCMPC mailing list, and to local units of
government. The events will also be advertised for the general public according
to PPP requirements. The information will also be sent out to the list of
Environmental Consultation and Mitigation entities for their review and
comments.

Step 6: Response to Comments Received
All public comments are addressed in a timely manner
(Copies of comment sheets and transportation surveys to be included in the
LRTP appendices). The steering committee will review comments received and
incorporate comments where appropriate.

Step 7: Develop Draft Plan
Using the information gathered from the LRTP Steering Committee, the local
stakeholders, local agencies and the public, staff develops a draft LRTP.
10
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Step 8: Public Comment Period for LRTP (30 days) and Public Hearing
The draft LRTP is made available for public comment on the website, in the Flint
Public Library and Genesee District Library, at local units of government and at
GCMPC offices. A Public Hearing will be held to receive final public comment.
Step 9: Response to Comments Received
All public comments are addressed in a timely manner
(Copies of comment sheets and transportation surveys to be included in the
LRTP appendices).
Step 10: Two Week Period to Incorporate Comments Received
A two week period between the public hearing and final approval of the LRTP by
the Genesee County Metropolitan Alliance will be used to incorporate comments
received during the public comment period.
Step 11: Approval of LRTP
After the public comment period has ended, and all public comments have been
addressed, the LRTP goes through the appropriate committees/agencies for
review and approval

4.

Participation Plan Process For the Development of the Transportation
Improvement Program
The following steps provide details regarding how the transportation division will
carry out the public participation process for the development of the Transportation
Improvement Program. The plan is updated every two years.

Genesee County Public Participation Plan Process for the Development of the TIP
Step 1: Call for Projects
Staff publishes an announcement in the newspaper stating that preparations
have begun to develop the TIP that notifies the public of where to find additional
information on the designated website. Staff sends out a Call for TIP Projects to
all local road agencies; there is also a website ad announcing the TIP
development and Call for TIP Projects.

Step 2: Staff Reviews Potential Projects
Staff meets with local road agencies to discuss their projects; any issues with
Environmental Justice, Air Quality, local match monies, etc. are discussed. Staff
reviews submitted projects and prioritizes them according to the process
approved by the Metropolitan Alliance. A draft list of projects is drawn up and
sent to the road agencies for their review.
Step 3: Public Review of Preliminary Project List
Staff develops a preliminary list of TIP projects and this is released for public
review on the GCMPC website. Staff holds meetings with the public to inform
them of the potential TIP projects. Meetings include at least two types of
visualization techniques. All comments received by staff are addressed in a
11
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timely manner, and are also sent electronically to the local road agency so they
know what the public is saying about the project.
Step 4: Consultation with Agencies
Staff consults with local, state and federal agencies whose activities may be
affected by the projects in the TIP, such as: environmental protection agencies,
airport facilities, freight interests, historic preservation, natural resources,
economic growth, etc. All comments are addressed in a timely manner.
Step 5: Public Comment Period
The Public Comment Period is held for 30 days; all comments addressed in a
timely manner.
Step 6: Approval of TIP
Two weeks after the public comment period is over and all public comments have
been addressed, a formal public hearing is held on the draft TIP. Comments are
recorded in the minutes of the meeting. Notices are listed on the GCMPC
website and sent out electronically to all parties on the Public Participation List.

E.

PUBLICIZING THE PROGRAM
1.

Format
Each of the GCMPC Programs will use distinct logos and/or slogans for
publicizing different aspects of their programs. All public notices will provide
dates, times and locations for solicitation of public comments and local needs.
Community Development Planning requires local units of government to publish
public notices providing dates, times, and locations for the solicitation of public
comments and local needs. Community Development Planning is also mandated
to publish certain items during the course of a program year. These include a
summary of the Consolidated Plan, Environmental Review Records (ERR), and
the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER) notice of
availability and notices providing the required public comment period on each of
the above. Staff will publish a summary of the proposed Consolidated Plan,
which will describe contents and purpose, and include a list of the locations
where copies of the entire proposed Consolidated Plan may be examined.
Copies will be made available to citizens and groups upon request.
During the Plan update or amendment processes, the Solid Waste division will
notify the public by way of a newspaper advertisement that directs the public to
the GCMPC website for more information and emailing the GCMPC public
participation list of the availability of the Solid Waste Management Plan for
inspection or copying. A hardcopy notice is also displayed on the Genesee
County Administration Building (1101 Beach Street, Flint). This will be done at
the time that the Plan is submitted to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality for review.
On an annual basis, the Transportation Division will notify the public of a listing of
projects for which Federal funds have been obligated in the previous fiscal year.
12
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(The fiscal year (FY) begins October 1 and ends September 30.) Staff will
provide a notice of the listing of projects that were obligated during the previous
fiscal year no more than 90 calendar days following the end of the represented
fiscal year. The public will be notified by the GCMPC website and through the
public participation mailing list. A hardcopy notice is also displayed on the
Genesee County Administration Building (1101 Beach Street, Flint). Also,
summaries of Transportation Improvement Programs and Long Range Plans are
made available and offered to the public.
2.

Contacting Target Community Resources and Development Populations
GCMPC staff has developed mailing lists for locating businesses, labor and civic
organizations, economic development agencies, housing groups, community
non-profit agencies and special interest/minority groups and organizations.
These lists are comprised of individuals, interest groups and organizations
providing service and/or referrals in the four major planning areas: Community
Development, Transportation, Economic Development, and Solid Waste. Mailing
lists are cross-referenced, revised and/or expanded through staff contact with
various social service agencies, transportation service providers, solid waste
service providers, businesses and committees within the county.
Federally funded programs place emphasis and requirements on planning
agencies to invite and encourage the participation of non-English speaking
residents, minority populations, the elderly and all special needs residents. In an
effort to meet these requirements, at the beginning of a planning process, notices
will be sent to all contacts on identified lists, inviting them to participate in
upcoming planning developments and workshops.
The GCMPC website is updated frequently with current information and news of
upcoming projects. Annual Reports are produced to showcase major
achievements of Genesee County throughout the past year and inform the public
about GCMPC’s various programs and services. The Annual Reports are sent to
those on the Public Participation Mailing List. This also encourages discussions
between our staff and citizens in the out county.
The GCMPC website lists the divisions’ contact persons, planning and policy
committees and their scheduled meeting dates, locations and times.

3.

Public Service Announcements
Prior to beginning major projects, studies, plans, etc., staff will contact local radio
and television stations for public service/community calendar announcements.
The Public Service Announcement will include an enclosure detailing the topics
which will be discussed and dates and locations of those discussions.

4.

General Publicity
Whenever necessary, GCMPC's publicity efforts will be coordinated with local
government jurisdictions to provide notice through their websites and handouts
for display in public places. With the increasingly common usage of the Internet
as a source of information, staff utilizes the GCMPC website (www.gcmpc.org)
as another opportunity for publicizing notices of planning processes and plans.
13
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In an effort to provide public outreach to underserved populations, staff will
request that commercial enterprises, public institutions, community centers and
homeless services providers display information throughout the course of
planning processes and programs. Publicized materials will be written so as to
be readily understood by all literacy levels in Genesee County. In Genesee
County, 21% of adults are at Level 1 Literacy (the lowest level of proficiency on a
scale of 1-5) as defined by the National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS). In the City
of Flint, 35% of adults are at Level 1 Literacy. In the year 2000, only 33% of
Genesee County adults 25 years and over had a high school diploma or a
General Equivalency Diploma (GED), 13% had an education between the 9th and
12th grades with no diploma and 4% had less than a 9th grade education. Staff
requests Public Service Announcements on television and radio stations to
engage the population that experiences challenges with reading.
5.

Distribution of Plans
At a minimum, copies of all studies and/or plans intended for public comment will
be available at the GCMPC offices. Copies will also be available on the GCMPC
website, at local units of government and at appropriate agencies based on
specific program requirements. Copies may also be available at the Flint Public
Library and Genesee District Library.
Community Development and the Transportation Division keep the Consolidated
and Annual Action Plans, the Impediments to Fair Housing Analysis, annual
performance reports (CAPER), the LRTP, the TIP and the PPP available on its
website at all times.

F.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS EVALUATION
1.

Self-Evaluation of Public Participation Process
GCMPC staff conducts a self-evaluation after each series of workshops to
determine if the outreach format and content of the workshops were effective and
pertinent to the public. This self-evaluation is based on the number of attendees
and comment input. Persons present will be requested to complete a registration
sheet, which includes questions regarding publicity. Comments received from
these sheets will help staff evaluate outreach efforts. Written input received from
the public will be included in appropriate plans. For the attendees that cannot
read or write, staff is always available to ask these attendees the questions, and
then record their responses for them.
On an annual basis, we will review how effective our public participation process
was during the year. We will ask ourselves questions regarding how we
contacted the public and how we involved them in the process. The following list
is an example of the kinds of questions we will ask ourselves, in order to improve
our process.
•

Were the strategies used successful in attracting citizens to the events?

•

What new strategies could be used to attract more citizens to the events
during the next year?
14
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2.

•

Did different strategies result in a different level of input from citizens?

•

Was the public made to feel that their opinions were important and needed?

•

Was the public input considered by decision-makers?
documented?

•

Was the public made to feel included in the planning process from the
beginning, not just at the end of the process?

•

Was an effort made to contact traditionally underserved citizens (disabled,
homeless, and other underserved populations)?

•

Was input received from minority and low-income populations?

•

Was a follow-up summary made available to the public after the events?

•

Is there frequent news coverage on program issues?

•

Are any changes needed to update the Public Participation Plan?

Was this process

Committee Evaluation of Public Participation Process
Staff recently formed a Public Participation Process Review Committee
(PPPRC). In July 2010, members invited were those that represented the various
needs of the public. Invited members included representatives from the following
groups: local, state and federal government, technical advisory committees,
Chambers of Commerce, Downtown Development agencies, elderly and
handicapped organizations, minority organizations, transportation and planning
agencies, faith-based groups, environmental organizations, and recreation and
non-motorized interests. The PPPRC was asked to complete a survey regarding
GCMPC’s current participation efforts and provide feedback to staff. A meeting
was held to generate discussions and evaluate the public participation efforts of
GCMPC and make suggestions on how to improve those efforts. Annual
meetings will continue to be held with the PPPRC in order to effectively evaluate
GCMPC’s public participation efforts. Please see Appendix A to view the
corresponding materials from the PPPRC meeting.

G.

COMMITTEE STRUCTURE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

Community and Economic Development Committee
The Community and Economic Development Committee (C&ED) is a committee
of the whole of the Genesee County Board of Commissioners (Board) which is
responsible for the organization and administration of Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG), HOME and the Homeless Grants programs throughout
Genesee County, outside the City of Flint boundaries. The C&ED committee
15
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meets once a month. The yearly C&ED meeting schedule is established by the
Board of Commissioners in January of each year.
Goals and Objectives

2.

•

Develop and maintain viable communities.

•

Provide decent housing.

•

Provide a suitable living environment for the residents of Genesee County,
principally for persons of low and moderate income.

Allocation Committee
The Allocation Committee has been established to review and make
recommendations to the C&ED Committee, and the Genesee County Board of
Commissioners, the allocation of entitlement funds for use by the local
participating communities; to implement the county Community Development
Block Grant and Housing Programs; and to address Community Development
program needs as they arise.
The Allocation Committee is comprised of the following representatives: three
Genesee County Board Commissioners; three elected township officials; two
elected city officials; one elected village representative and two representatives
of the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission, one representing the
Planning Commission and one representing housing interests.
Goals and Objectives
•

Evaluate and prioritize the use of Genesee County CDBG funds.

•

Review, analyze and make recommendations on policies to the County
Board that assure the County's community development, and housing
needs and requirements are being met.

•

To assure that the funds made available for distribution through the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program to participating
communities are allocated and expended as closely as possible according
to the local units’ levels of population, overcrowded housing, and low and
moderate income residency.

TRANSPORTATION
1.

Policy Committee
The Genesee County Metropolitan Alliance (GCMA) is the designated
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), as well as, the Policy Committee
serving the transportation planning process for Genesee County. The Metro
Alliance was organized as a cooperative alliance by duly appointed
representatives of each local unit of government, and has the authority to carry
out metropolitan transportation planning for the collective benefit of all residents
of the metropolitan area of Genesee County. The Metro Alliance is responsible
16
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for investigating, making recommendations and for the ultimate approval of all
Flint-Genesee County Comprehensive Land Use-Transportation plans and
programs. The Metro Alliance is composed of an elected official and a citizen
representative from each local unit of government that wishes to participate. It
also includes officials from local, state, and federal departments or agencies
having an interest in transportation issues. Metro Alliance meetings are held
once a month, scheduled on the third Wednesday of each month.
Goals and Objectives

2.

•

Provide leadership necessary to develop and implement the Flint-Genesee
County Comprehensive Land Use-Transportation Study and Flint-Genesee
County Long Range Transportation Plan.

•

Adopt policies and recommendations necessary to assure county
transportation needs are met.

•

Assure the implementation of various transportation planning objectives by
local units of government and agencies.

Technical Advisory Committee
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) assists in the development and
execution of the various study phases, reviews the transportation findings of the
project staff and TAC subcommittees, and assists staff in the development of
reports and manuals. TAC will analyze staff reports and make recommendations
to the Policy Committee.
Technical Advisory Committee meetings are held every month. TAC members
consist of representatives of various interest groups within the county with
special skills in areas of transportation as well as other technically skilled
persons representing governmental agencies. Most members are on the
administrative staffs of local, state or federal agencies. Members include:
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT), Genesee County Road Commission, The Cities of Flint and Burton,
Townships, Small Cities and Villages, Transit Authority and Planning
Commission representatives. The TAC membership is technically broad based
to afford a considerable measure of expertise in the planning process.
Goals and Objectives

3.

•

Assist in development and implementation of the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and the Flint-Genesee County Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).

•

Review, analyze and make recommendations on area-wide transportation
issues for the Policy Committee.

Transportation System Management Subcommittee
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The Transportation System Management (TSM) committee is a subcommittee of
TAC established to provide more specialized transportation related assistance.
The subcommittee consists of agencies with working knowledge, skills and
jurisdiction in managing a transportation system. The TSM Subcommittee
ensures the continuation of the TSM process. This subcommittee also performs
the necessary evaluation of local projects for Federal transportation funds.
Goals and Objectives

4.

•

Evaluate and prioritize area-wide transportation projects for federal
transportation funds.

•

Review, analyze and make recommendations on specific technical issues
for TAC.

Genesee County Long Range Transportation Plan Steering Committee
A special County steering committee has been established to monitor the
progress and provide direction for the Genesee County Long Range
Transportation Plan.
The steering committee is comprised of county transportation staff, Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT) staff, Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), Technical Advisory Committee and Genesee County Metropolitan
Alliance (GCMA) appointees. This committee is open to all interested TAC
members, GCMA members and workshop participants. Suggestions and
alternatives obtained from public participation processes (workshops, hearings),
transportation agencies and affected interest groups as well as information
obtained through the computerized traffic modeling process will be reviewed and
considered by this committee.
Goals and Objectives
•

Continuation of monitoring, evaluating and providing technical
transportation input into the Genesee County Long Range Transportation
Plan process.

•

Suggest effective projects and alternatives.

•

Review and evaluate alternative results for social, economic, and
environmental consequences.

Other “Ad Hoc” subcommittees are formed for specific planning projects/plans
(such as the Traffic Flow Model, Regional Transit Studies, and the I-69/I-75
Intermodal Study, Freight and Connectivity (I-475 Extension Feasibility) Study)
which may have need for public participation.

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
1.

Solid Waste Management Planning Committee
Following Part 115 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act,
1994 PA 451, as amended, the Solid Waste Management Planning Committee
18
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is a committee appointed by the Genesee County Board of Commissioners. All
members are appointed to serve a term of 2 years. This committee assists the
Designated Planning Agency in preparing a Solid Waste Management Plan.
This committee shall consist of 14 members, and of those members, 4 shall
represent the solid waste management industry, 2 shall represent environmental
interest groups, 1 shall represent county government, 1 shall represent city
government, 1 shall represent township government, 1 shall represent the
regional solid waste planning agency, 1 shall represent industrial waste
generators and 3 shall represent the general public.
Goals and Objectives

2.

•

Identification of local policies and priorities

•

Insuring coordination and public participation

•

Periodically advising the county and municipalities of the Plan’s status

•

Reviewing and approving the Plan

•

Submitting the Plan for approval to the Genesee County Board of
Commissioners, local units of government and the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality

Solid Waste Management Implementation Committee
The Solid Waste Management Implementation Committee is appointed by the
Genesee County Board of Commissioners. All members are appointed to serve
a term of 3 years. This committee assists the Designated Planning Agency in
implementing the approved Solid Waste Management Plan. Membership on the
Implementation Committee includes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Four (4) Solid Waste Management Industry
Two (2) Environmental Interest Groups
One (1) County Government
One (1) City Government
One (1) Township Government
One (1) Regional Solid Waste Planning Agency
One (1) Industrial Waste Generators
Three (3) General Public
One (1) Local Schools
One (1) Higher Education
Two (2) Commercial Waste Generators
Goals and Objectives
•

Maintain knowledge of the availability of funding sources to
implement solid waste management programs.

•

Evaluate and assist the efforts of local municipalities to participate
in alternatives to land filling solid waste.
19
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H.

•

Maintain educational programs throughout Genesee County.

•

Promote waste reduction and resource conservation efforts.

•

Maintain a program of monitoring the efforts of the private sector
on recycling, composting and other alternatives to land filling.

•

Monitor importing waste from other counties.

•

Ensure that the designee is monitoring each part of the
educational component.

•

Evaluate the progress of the implementation of the plan.

SUMMARY
The goal of the Public Participation Plan is to encourage citizen participation in the
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission planning processes over and
above the representation already included in established committee structures. The
public participation program is a multi-purpose activity, which will provide a method for
obtaining community ideas/concerns, determining community goals and objectives, and
educating the public in terms of the planning process, legislative requirements,
organizations, and concepts as well as the selection of a final plan for Genesee County.
The Public Participation Plan entails extensive publicity efforts including community
outreach at non-traditional venues, providing electronic accessible information by way of
emailing and the GCMPC website (www.gcmpc.org), letters, public service
announcements, paid advertising media, and community flyers.
The plan is designed as a continuing series of public meetings. Each meeting will
address a critical stage of the planning process; specifically, the goals and objectives,
problem area identification, development of alternatives, and the evaluation of those
alternatives. Community input received from these workshops and/or hearings will either
confirm staffs' assumptions or be incorporated into the results of the planning phase.
At a minimum, GCMPC staff will review this plan every five years. With the final
selection of the Plan for Genesee County, the public will be invited to offer suggestions
through the Public Hearing process. The public comment period of the Public
Participation Plan will be for a period of 45 days and a public hearing will be held prior to
the plan’s approval by the Boards listed below.

20
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The Public Participation Plan has been approved by the following:
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission:

___

Genesee County Metropolitan Alliance:

_ \_

Genesee County Board of Commissioners:

__ \____
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Public Participation Plan
Appendices

Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix D

Public Participation Evaluation
Documentation of Public Hearings and Public Comments
Approvals and Resolutions
Federal Regulations
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Appendix A

Public Participation Evaluation
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ROOM 223 – 1101 BEACH STREET
TELEPHONE (810) 257-3010

FLINT, MICHIGAN 48502-1470

FAX (810) 257-3185

JULIE A. HINTERMAN
DIRECTOR-COORDINATOR

July 8, 2010
SUBJECT: Formation of the Public Participation Process Review Committee
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) administers several
Federal and State of Michigan programs for the Flint-Genesee County area, such as the
Community Development Block Grant Program, Federal Highway Administration
Programs, Federal Transit Administration Programs, and the Solid Waste Management
Program. A major component of these programs is the assurance that public
participation is provided for and encouraged throughout the planning process. The
planning process we follow is outlined and guided by the GCMPC Public Participation
Plan or PPP (which can be accessed at this link: http://www.co.genesee.mi.us/gcmpcplan/Files/Docs/PPP/PPP%202007.pdf ). GCMPC’s PPP is currently in the process of being
updated, and your input will help shape some of our changing guidelines.
We would like to invite you to represent your agency and serve as a committee
member on the Public Participation Process Review Committee (PPPRC). The purpose
of the committee is to review the public participation efforts of GCMPC and to provide
feedback to staff. Since the review of our public participation efforts would be on a
yearly basis, staff is anticipating that the PPPRC would only meet once a year. Our first
meeting will take place on Thursday, July 22nd, 2010 at 10:00 A.M. in the Human
Resources Training Room (located in the basement) of the Genesee County
Administration Building (1101 Beach Street, Flint, Michigan, 48502).
The PPPRC would evaluate GCMPC’s public participation efforts to determine which
efforts were successful and how to include them in future events. The less successful
efforts would be evaluated and suggestions offered to improve future performance.
The committee would also help identify barriers to local public participation, propose
possible solutions to these barriers, and discuss the feasibility of the proposed solutions.
Please fill out the attached survey and mail it to the GCMPC offices (Room 223, 1101
Beach Street, Flint, MI, 48502) or you can fax it to (810)-257-3185) by Monday, July 19th.
You can also access the survey online at:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RVK5RM2
We appreciate your time and feedback. Please contact Ann Marie Kerby of my staff at
(810) 257-3010 or akerby@co.genesee.mi.us, and let her know if you are interested in
participating in the Public Participation Process Review Committee.
Sincerely,
Julie Hinterman, Director-Coordinator
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission
K:\Public Participation Plan\PPP 2010\Letter of request_PPPRC.doc

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION

Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission
Public Participation Process Review Committee Survey
Please take a few minutes to answer the following questions (#1-10) related to our public
participation efforts. Your answers will help our staff improve future public participation in
Genesee County. Please circle your answers. When you are finished, please mail, fax, or fill
the survey out online ( http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RVK5RM2 ) by Friday, July 23rd,
2010 at the following address: Ann Marie Kerby, Associate Planner, Room 223, 1101, Beach
Street, Flint, MI 48502. You can fax the survey to (810)-257-3185. Your time and comments
will be greatly appreciated.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1. Please rank (1-6) the following list of locations for holding public events or
meetings. A ranking of 1(one) indicates your top choice of location:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Local Township/City Halls
GCMPC administration building
District Libraries
Senior Centers
Local schools
Other _________________

2. Visual aids are often used at meetings/events to help explain the topic being
discussed or presented. Please rate the effectiveness of each of the
visualization and supplemental materials identified below (Put a 1 (one) for
Very Effective; 2 (two) for Somewhat Effective; or 3 (three) for Not at all Effective
for items a-g on the designated blank lines):
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Maps of project locations: ________
Pictures related to projects: _______
Written summary: ________
Short presentation: ___________
Charts and graphs summarizing information: ____________
Video or other media:__________
Other_______________ : _________

3. Please rate the following barriers for public participation in our community (Put
a 1 (one) for Significant Barrier; 2 (two) for Somewhat of a Barrier; or 3 (three)
for Not at all a Barrier for items a-f on the designated blank lines):
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Access to a computer: ________
Time of day (time of meeting): _________
Location: __________
Language: _________
Disability barriers: __________
Other _______________: ____________
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4. Please rate the effectiveness of the following methods to notify the public of
participation opportunities. Put a 1 (one) for Very Effective; 2 (two) for
Somewhat Effective; or 3 (three) for Not at all Effective for items a-j on the
designated blank lines.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.

Newspaper advertisement: ________
Flyer or brochure: _______
Website : _______
Email:________
Postcard mailing: ________
TV or radio ad: _________
Billboard ad: ________
Ad on a bus: ________
Word of Mouth: ________
Other ___________: __________

5. Please rate the effectiveness of the following methods to get public comments
on a certain topic (Put a 1 (one) for Very Effective; 2 (two) for Somewhat
Effective; or 3 (three) for Not at all Effective for items a-f on the designated blank
lines):
a. Online/website comment submittal: ______
b. E-mail comment submittal: ______
c. One-on-one conversation (in person): _______
d. Group Discussions: _______
e. Phone Conversation: _______
f. Other: _____________: ________
Please visit our website (http://www.co.genesee.mi.us/gcmpc-plan/) and answer
the following questions:
6. Rate the difficulty of finding the Public Comment opportunities portion of the
website.
a. Very easy
b. Somewhat easy
c. Somewhat Difficult
d. Very Difficult
e. Could not find information related to Public Comment Opportunities
7. Have you attended a GCMPC public participation event (i.e. public hearing,
workshop, meeting/presentation) in the past 3 years?
a. Yes
b. No
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Only answer questions #8-#10 if you answered a. Yes to question #7
8. Please list the GCMPC events you or your organization has attended recently:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
9. Please rate each of the following information sources at the event (Put a 1 (one)
for Very Helpful/Informative; 2 (two) for Somewhat Helpful/Informative; or 3
(three) for Not at all Helpful/Informative for items a-f on the designated blank
lines):
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Staff: ______
Pictures: _______
Maps: _______
Graphs and Charts: _______
Summary: _______
Presentation: _______

10. What was your overall opinion of the event(s) and/or how can events be
improved?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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Public Participation Process Review Committee Agenda
Thursday, July 29, 2010
1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Overview of GCMPC’s public involvement
3. PPPRC survey results and feedback
4. General Discussion
5. Next Steps

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION

Public Participation Process
Review Committee

Thursday, July 29th, 2010

Introductions
z

GCMPC
– What we do:
z Transportation
z Community Development
z Solid Waste
– Public Participation Plan
z Federal Guidelines and Our additional
standards
z 2010 Update of Plan
– Goals

Public Involvement
z
z
z

Advertising
Typical Locations
Staff Presence
–

z

Answering your questions

Presentation Materials

Website Example

Public Involvement
z
z
z

Advertising
Typical Locations
Staff Presence
–

z

Answering your questions

Presentation Materials

Survey Results
z
z

18 responses total
Question 1: Ranking of locations for holding
events. (A ranking of 1 indicates top choice)
–

–

61% indicated their highest ranking for Local
Township/ City Halls
25% indicated their highest ranking for GCMPC
Administration Building

Survey Results
z

Question 2: Effectiveness of Visualization and
Supplemental Materials
–

–

94% indicated that Pictures related to projects are
very effective presentation materials
89% indicated that Maps of project locations are
very effective presentation materials

Survey Results
z

Question 3:
Significance of barriers
to participation in
community
–

–

39% indicated that the
Time of Day (time of
meeting) is a significant
barrier
28% indicated that the
Disability Barriers are
significant

Survey Results
z

Question 4: Effectiveness of notification
methods for participation opportunities
–

–

78% indicated that E-mail was a very effective
method
44% indicated that Postcard Mailing was a very
effective method

Survey Results
z

Question 5: Effectiveness of methods
to receive public comments
–

–

61% indicated that E-mail Comment
Submittal is very effective
56% indicated that Online/website
comment submittal is very effective

Survey Results
z

Question 6: Respondents were asked to visit our
website (http://www.co.genesee.mi.us/gcmpc-plan/)
and rate the difficulty of finding the Public Comment
opportunities portion of the website.
- 69% indicated that it was Somewhat Easy

Survey Results
z

Question 7: Attendance at a GCMPC public
participation event in the last 3 years
–

67% indicated Yes

Survey Results
z

Question 9: Rating of information sources at
events
–
–

71% indicated that Staff is Very Helpful
47% indicated that Pictures are Very Helpful

Survey Results
z

Positive Feedback:
-”All events are very well organized”
- “GCMPC is probably performing at the highest potential
taking into consideration a limited budget”
- “GCMPC has always been helpful and answered my
questions”

z

Constructive Criticism:
-”More presentations to organizations to engage more people”
-”Make events as short as possible”
- “Events for GCMPC need to be where people are going to be
(like local festivals, CRIM, big cinema days, etc)”
- “Allow more input/questions from the audience”

General Discussion

Any questions, comments or
suggestions?

Next Steps
z

Public Participation Plan Update
–

–

z

http://www.co.genesee.mi.us/gcmpcplan/Files/Docs/PPP/PPP%202007.pdf
Timeline

PPPRC
–

Future meetings (held annually)

THANK YOU!

Appendix B

Documentation of Public
Hearings and Public Comments
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Public Comment Period and Public Hearing Summary
Notification of the 45-day Public Comment Period for the Genesee County Public
Participation Plan was sent out via newspaper advertisement, by the GCMPC postcard
mailing list, and distributed to all Townships and Cities as well as local libraries. A
notification was also posted on the GCMPC website (www.gcmpc.org).
The public comment period began on August 30 and ended on October 13. A public
hearing took place at the Genesee County Administration Building (1101 Beach Street,
Flint, Michigan 48502) in the Harris Auditorium at 6:00 P.M. on October 13. No
comments on the Public Participation Plan were received prior to the public hearing.
The following pages details the minutes and comments at the October 13 public hearing.
Copies of advertisements and notifications are also included in this section.
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GENESEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION
Minutes of the Public Participation Plan Public Hearing
October 13, 2010
The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission held a Public
Participation Plan Public Hearing from 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 13, 2010, in the Harris Auditorium of the Genesee
County Administration Building, 1101 Beach Street, Third Floor, Flint,
Michigan.
I.

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Bradshaw of the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning
Commission called the Public Hearing to order at approximately
6:00 p.m.
Present: Shelia Auten, GCMPC; Derek Bradshaw, GCMPC; Carl
Fenner, Resident; Alberta Gunsell, GCMPC; Gloria Nealy,
Resident; Robert Weishaurt, Resident.

II.

PUBLIC HEARING
A. Genesee County Public Participation Plan (PPP)
MR. BRADSHAW OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING
APPROXIMATELY 6:00 p.m.

AT

Mr. Bradshaw stated that federal laws necessitate the
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission
(GCMPC) to review and update its Public Participation Plan
(PPP) in an effort to ensure that its public participation
process provides full and open access to all. The GCMPC PPP
has been established to comply with Federal legislation, to
provide the public with complete information and to obtain
vital public participation throughout GCMPC planning
processes. A PPP Review Committee was formed of GCMPC
staff,
business
representative,
local
government
representative and public representatives that updated the
PPP. One of the biggest changes is the way of notifying the
community of Public Comment Periods and Public Hearings
on various plans. The committee suggested the use of our
website, emailing notices and mailing postcards instead of
publishing notices in the newspapers. It has been observed

that the mailing of postcards is a very effective way of getting
participation at our public hearings.
The PPP has just
completed the 45 day comment period.
Any comments
received tonight will be incorporated into the plan. GCMPC
Board of Commissioner, the Metro Alliance and the Genesee
County Board of Commissioners will adopt the PPP. At this
time Mr. Bradshaw asked for any comments on the PPP at this
time.
Mr. Fenner stated that he has noticed a great deal of amount
of work on the roads, but some of them are still very rough.
Belsay Road, south of I-69, the seams are raised and it would
help if the seams could be ground down. Mr. Bradshaw
stated that Maple & Perry roads were just redone. A large
piece of machinery was brought in to smash the road and
than it was used as the base for the new road. Mr. Fenner
also stated that the railroad tracks in the area are getting
rough again. It seems like they could maintain the railroad
tracks a lot better. Richfield Road railroad tracks are really
bad. Richfield Road was fixed, but nothing was done to the
railroad tracks.
Ms. Nealy stated that Jennings Road between Pasadena and
Pierson is also a very bad road.
The group than discussed the chip and seal process that is
being done to a lot of roads and various maintenance
projects that are done to help preserve the roads. Discussion
ensued on various transportation items, employment in the
area and the population decline.
The people that attended this meeting stated that they were
informed of the public hearing by the postcard that was
received in the mail.
Mr. Bradshaw provided the public an opportunity to
comment on the Genesee county Public Participation Plan.
Mr. Bradshaw repeated this opportunity for comments twice
more.
MR. BRADSHAW CLOSED
APPROXIMATLEY 8:30 p.m.

THE

PUBLIC

HEARING

AT

III.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Bradshaw adjourned the Public Hearing at approximately at
8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Alberta Gunsell, Secretary

Genesee County Metropolitan
Planning Commission
1101 Beach Street, Room 223
Flint, MI, 48502

Announcement of
Public Comment Period and Public Hearing

Genesee County Metropolitan
Planning Commission
1101 Beach Street, Room 223
Flint, MI, 48502

Announcement of
Public Comment Period and Public Hearing

NOTICE
The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) is updating its Public Participation Plan
(PPP) in an effort to ensure that its public participation process provides full and open access to all. The PPP is
available for public review and comment during the 45 day public comment period from August 30, 2010
through October 13, 2010. The public will also have the opportunity to comment on the PPP on Wednesday,
October 13, 2010 public hearing that will be held from 6:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. in the Harris Auditorium (3rd
Floor) of the Genesee County Administration Building, 1101 Beach Street, Flint.
A copy of the PPP is available for public review and comment at the GCMPC offices (address below). Office
hours are: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The PPP is also available on the GCMPC website at www.gcmpc.org. Additional copies of the PPP are available at city, village and
township offices in Genesee County, the main branch of the Flint Public Library and at the headquarters of the
Genesee District Library. Please contact each location for their office hours. For more information or for individuals requiring auxiliary aids or services, please contact the GCMPC by writing or calling:
Mr. Derek Bradshaw, Principal Planner
Or
Ms. Christine Durgan, Principal Planner
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning
Commission
1101 Beach St. Rm. 223, Flint, MI, 48502
Telephone: 810-257-3010
Fax: 810-257-3185
E-mail: gcmpc@co.genesee.mi.us
Michigan Relay Center: 1-800-649-3777 or 711
“An Equal Opportunity Organization”

NOTICE
The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) is updating its Public Participation Plan
(PPP) in an effort to ensure that its public participation process provides full and open access to all. The PPP is
available for public review and comment during the 45 day public comment period from August 30, 2010
through October 13, 2010. The public will also have the opportunity to comment on the PPP on Wednesday,
October 13, 2010 public hearing that will be held from 6:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. in the Harris Auditorium (3rd
Floor) of the Genesee County Administration Building, 1101 Beach Street, Flint.
A copy of the PPP is available for public review and comment at the GCMPC offices (address below). Office
hours are: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The PPP is also available on the GCMPC website at www.gcmpc.org. Additional copies of the PPP are available at city, village and
township offices in Genesee County, the main branch of the Flint Public Library and at the headquarters of the
Genesee District Library. Please contact each location for their office hours. For more information or for individuals requiring auxiliary aids or services, please contact the GCMPC by writing or calling:
Mr. Derek Bradshaw, Principal Planner
Or
Ms. Christine Durgan, Principal Planner
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning
Commission
1101 Beach St. Rm. 223, Flint, MI, 48502
Telephone: 810-257-3010
Fax: 810-257-3185
E-mail: gcmpc@co.genesee.mi.us
Michigan Relay Center: 1-800-649-3777 or 711
“An Equal Opportunity Organization”
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FLINT, MICHIGAN 48502-1470
JULIE A. HINTERMAN
DIRECTOR-COORDINATOR

August 27, 2010
Librarian
Flint Public Library
1026 E. Kearsley Street
Flint, MI 48502
Subject: Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission "Public Participation Plan"
Dear Librarian:
Please see the attached draft Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission
(GCMPC) "Public Participation Plan" (PPP). The PPP is a document that has been
established to provide the public with complete information and to obtain vital public
participation throughout the planning processes at GCMPC.
Please make this copy available to the public for review and comment in your library
for the 45-day Public Comment Period, which will be in effect from Monday, August 30,
2010 through Wednesday, October 13, 2010. The PPP is also available on the GCMPC
website at www.gcmpc.org. The public will also have the opportunity to comment on
the PPP during a Public Hearing scheduled for Wednesday, October 13, 2010 from 6:00
p.m.–8:30 p.m. at the Harris Auditorium (3rd Floor) of the Genesee County Administration
Building, 1101 Beach Street, Flint, MI, 48502.
All questions, comments or concerns may be referred to Ms. Christine Durgan or Mr.
Derek Bradshaw, by the following:
Telephone - (810) 257-3010
Fax – (810) 257-3185
By mail or in person - GCMPC, 1101 Beach Street, Room 223, Flint, MI 48502
Sincerely,

Ms. Julie Hinterman, Director-Coordinator
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION
JH:AMK:ag
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ROOM 223 – 1101 BEACH STREET
TELEPHONE (810) 257-3010

FAX (810) 257-3185

FLINT, MICHIGAN 48502-1470
JULIE A. HINTERMAN
DIRECTOR-COORDINATOR

August 27, 2010

SUBJECT: Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission "Public Participation Plan"
Dear :
Please see the attached draft Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC)
"Public Participation Plan" (PPP). The PPP is a document that has been established to provide
the public with complete information and to obtain vital public participation throughout the
planning processes at GCMPC.
Please make this copy available to the public for review and comment in your offices for the 45day Public Comment Period, which will be in effect from Monday, August 30, 2010 through
Wednesday, October 13, 2010. The PPP is also available on the GCMPC website at
www.gcmpc.org. The public will also have the opportunity to comment on the PPP during a
Public Hearing scheduled for Wednesday, October 13, 2010 from 6:00 p.m.– 8:30 p.m. in the
Harris Auditorium (3rd Floor) of the Genesee County Administration Building, 1101 Beach Street,
Flint, MI, 48502.
All questions, comments or concerns may be referred to Ms. Christine Durgan or Mr. Derek
Bradshaw, by the following:
Telephone - (810) 257-3010
Fax – (810) 257-3185
Mail or in person - GCMPC, 1101 Beach Street, Room 223, Flint, MI 48502

Sincerely,

Julie Hinterman, Director-Coordinator
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION
JAH:AMK:ag
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Appendix C

Approvals and Resolutions
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
GENESEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION
1101 Beach Street, Room 223, Flint, MI 48502
November 3, 2010
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Alan Himelhoch, Chairperson
Alexander Isaac, Vice-Chairperson
Gloria Nealy, Secretary
Charles Banks
Jamie Curtis
Miles Gadola
Patricia Lockwood
Michael Lynch
John Mandelaris
Gayle Reed
Ron Winters

MEMBERS ABSENT:

None

OTHERS PRESENT:

Derek Bradshaw, Principal Planner, GCMPC
Stanley Brantley, Associate Planner, GCMPC
Peggy Cole, Secretary, GCMPC
Christine Durgan, Principal Planner, GCMPC
Dustin Frigy, Genesee Regional Chamber of Commerce
Larry Green, Mt. Morris Twp. Supervisor
Julie Hinterman, Director-Coordinator, GCMPC
Ann Marie Kerby, Associate Planner, GCMPC
Anna King, Associate Planner, GCMPC

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Himelhoch called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. He congratulated
all those who were successful in running for elected office.
I.

ROLL CALL
Members were present and absent as aforementioned.

II.

MINUTES
A. Minutes of the October 5, 2010 Regular Meeting

K:\GCMPCMTG\2010 GCMPCMTG\MINUTES\GCMPC 11-3-10 minutes.doc
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Chairperson Himelhoch asked for any additions or corrections to the
October 5, 2010, regular meeting minutes. Chairperson Himelhoch
added a friendly amendment to the Commissioner Comments section of
the minutes. Where it states that he may not be able to attend the
November GCMPC meeting, instead it should say he may not be able to
attend the Planning Forum in November. There were no other additions or
corrections.
Action Taken: Motion by Mr. Isaac, supported by Ms. Nealy, to approve
the minutes of October 5, 2010, as amended.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Approved minutes on file in GCMPC office.
III.

OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIVIDUALS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION
Chairperson Himelhoch asked if there was anyone that would like to address
the Planning Commission. He repeated the opportunity twice more with no
one speaking at this time.

IV.

COMMUNICATIONS
Letter from the Department of Energy regarding their recent onsite review of
our Energy Efficiency Program. Ms. Hinterman stated that we are one of only
three counties, statewide, that have begun work and are on schedule.
Heart of the Lakes letter addressed to Mr. Isaac regarding an appeal for
funds.
Flyer regarding the 6th Annual GCMPC Planning Forum

V.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
There were none

VI.

NEW BUSINESS
A. FPR-09-10-18; Procurement Technical Assistance for Business Firms –
Genesee Regional Chamber of Commerce (GRCC)
Mr. Brantley summarized the written report. Commissioner Gadola asked
if they are seeking new contractors or using the same ones as before. Mr.
Brantley said they were doing both. Dustin Frigy was present, representing
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the Genesee Regional Chamber of Commerce, to answer questions or
concerns. He stated that they bring in about 60 new companies per year.
Mr. Isaac stated that this program is excellent and very educational.
Discussion ensued.
Action Taken: Motion by Mr. Isaac, supported by Mr. Banks, to endorse
FPR-09-10-18 Procurement Technical Assistance for
Business Firms – Genesee Regional Chamber of
Commerce (GRCC), as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Support documents on file with minutes.
B. FOS-09-10-01, 02 & 03 (P.A. 116) Application for Farmland Preservation –
Atlas Township
Ms. King summarized the application. Ms. Hinterman stated that GCMPC
staff hasn’t had an application for farmland preservation recently.
GCMPC does not approve these applications, but can make comments
and/or suggestions. Applicants receive reduced property taxes in
exchange for agreeing to preserve the farmland and not developing it.
Discussion ensued.
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Gadola, supported by
Commissioner Curtis, to endorse FOS-09-10-01, 02 & 03
(P.A. 116) Application for Farmland Preservation – Atlas
Township, as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Support documents on file with minutes.
C. Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission Public Participation
Plan (PPP) - GCMPC
Ms. Kerby summarized the PPP document and the yearly process. She
added one correction. Staff is not eliminating newspaper advertising all
together, instead the advertisements will now direct readers to our
website, where the entire document(s) can be read. Discussion ensued.
Action Taken: Motion by Mr. Mandelaris, supported by Commissioner
Gadola, to endorse Genesee County Metropolitan
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Planning Commission Public Participation Plan (PPP) GCMPC, as corrected.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Support documents on file with minutes.
D. Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
Mr. Bradshaw summarized the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA). He
said this is basically a reaffirmation. This document is looked at every
three years or so to keep it current. Corporation Counsel has reviewed
and approved this MOA. Mr. Mandelaris asked what we derive out of this.
Mr. Bradshaw stated that we are the fiduciary for this program and, as
such, we receive administrative compensation. Discussion ensued.
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Mr. Winters,
to approve the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) and
authorize Chairperson Himelhoch as signatory, as
presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Support documents on file with minutes.
VII.

FINANCES
A. Contracts, Vouchers and Bills
Ms. Hinterman noted that, before paying the bills, there was one item
that needed this body’s approval. Included with the bills is the $1,000.00
for our 2011 GLS Region V Membership dues.
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Lockwood, supported by
Commissioner Curtis, to pay the 2011 GLS Region V
Membership dues, as requested.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Written request on file with financials for November.
Action Taken: Motion by Mr. Isaac, supported by Ms. Reed, to approve
the contracts, vouchers and bills as submitted.
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MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
B. Commission Expenses and Per Diems
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Mr. Isaac, to
approve the expenses and per diems.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
VIII.

OLD BUSINESS
A. Project Status
1. 3-C Transportation Planning – October 2010 Status Report
Mr. Bradshaw said the public hearings for the Freight and Connectivity
Study had taken place. Staff is in the process of looking at a whole
host of different projects, trying to prioritize them. The Steering
Committee will meet again in three weeks and will have a
presentation for this body soon. Mr. Bradshaw stated that we did not
receive any TIGER II funding. He added that a lot of agencies are
getting tired of going after funding, so those of us left will have a
better chance at the funding available.
Chairperson Himelhoch said he attended the listening session at
Genesys. He said the session was very informative and that the plan
was well laid out, with each part of the process being mapped out.
He stated the biggest surprise was Genesys’ planned development,
including a Kettering campus, which could add 6,000 jobs to that
area. Discussion ensued.
Action Taken: Motion by Mr. Isaac, supported by Commissioner
Gadola, to accept the 3-C Transportation Planning –
October 2010 Status Report, as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Original report on file with the minutes
2. Environmental Program Update – October 2010 Status Report
Mr. Bradshaw highlighted the Energy Efficiency Program. He said the
federal government will pay 70% of interest costs for the bonded
portion. The County is in the process of going out for bonds. He added
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that this was a team effort and full construction should start in about
30 days. This is a pilot program that is being looked at nationally.
Mr. Mandelaris asked how the solid waste permit fee collection was
going and if Rideshare is a successful program or not. Mr. Bradshaw
stated that the solid waste permit fees are coming in slowly and that
Corporation Counsel may end up sending out letters to encourage
that. He added that Rideshare is a successful program, but there is
always room for improvement and staff is researching ways to
increase participation. Discussion ensued.
Action Taken: Motion by Mr. Isaac, supported by Mr. Banks, to
accept the Environmental Program Update – October
2010 Status Report as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Original report and support document on file with the minutes.
3. Community Development Program – October 2010 Status Report
Ms. Durgan gave an update on the Homeless Prevention and Rapid
Re-housing Program. She said we received the funding for this
program approximately 1½ years ago, which provides rental
assistance, along with many other services. The program involves
many area agencies and has strict deadlines on spending. Staff
anticipates spending 67% by the July deadline.
Ms. Durgan discussed the new NSP3 (Neighborhood Stabilization
Program). She said HUD has provided staff with more details on
neighborhoods, foreclosure amounts and is furnishing a new mapping
program. The plan should be in place by March 1st.
Mr. Mandelaris asked about the ADA improvements planned for this
building. Ms. Durgan said the funding comes from CDBG-R and the
funds will be used to make County buildings more accessible. Work
begins next week on signage, restrooms and entry improvements.
Chairperson Himelhoch asked how the contractors are screened. Ms.
Durgan stated that contractors on the HUD debarred list would not be
used.
Commissioner Gadola asked how the open house for realtors went.
Ms. Durgan said 12 realtors showed up but inclement weather was
K:\GCMPCMTG\2010 GCMPCMTG\MINUTES\GCMPC 11-3-10 minutes.doc
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probably responsible for the low turnout. She stated that more interest
is building.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Commissioner Gadola, to accept the Community
Development Program – October 2010 Status
Report as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Original report on file with the minutes.
4. Senior Services Program – October 2010 Status Report
Ms. Durgan had nothing to add to the written report.
Commissioner Gadola stated that the Senior Citizens Services Advisory
Committee (SCSAC) has completed the first 10 interviews for the
position of Program Administrator. They are in the process of doing
background checks and will have second interviews next week with
those candidates who are selected. He said the process should be
finished this month.
Chairperson Himelhoch asked how many Project Fresh coupons were
actually cashed in. Ms. Durgan said that Ms. Bennett is compiling a
report.
Action Taken:

Motion by Mr. Isaac, supported by Commissioner
Gadola, to accept the Senior Services Program –
October 2010 Status Report as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Original report on file with the minutes.
5. Report of the Director-Coordinator – October 2010 Status Report
Ms. Hinterman stated that this Friday, November 5th, is our 6th annual
planning forum. She said staff now has 115 registered and we’ve
added an additional speaker. Commissioner Lockwood will now join
Dale Martin to discuss government service consolidation.
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Action Taken:

Motion by Mr. Isaac, supported by Commissioner
Gadola, to accept the Director-Coordinator –
October 2010 Status Report as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Original report on file with the minutes.
E. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Gadola announced the ribbon cutting for the dog park
opening Friday afternoon at Centennial Park in Grand Blanc.
Ms. Reed reported on the Genesee County Park & Recreation Board. She
said 42,000 attended Halloween at Crossroads Village and that the 15th of
November is ladies night out.
Chairperson Himelhoch asked about the controversy regarding the Mott
foundation grant which was received after the Parks & Recreation
budget was passed.
Commissioner Gadola stated the Board of Commissioners will be
informed of dollars being sought, so they can assess the chances the
agency/department will get the funding.
Mr. Isaac said that policy could be dangerous, causing funding to be lost.
He added that nobody can anticipate whether or not funding will be
awarded.
Mr. Isaac congratulated the Republicans on their sweep in the election
and said he’s anxious to see what happens next.
IX.

Adjournment
Chairperson Himelhoch adjourned the meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Cole, Secretary
GCMPC
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COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Wednesday, September 21, 2011 9:30 a.m.
MINUTES

The Community & Economic Development Committee meeting was scheduled and
properly noticed for Wednesday, September 21, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. in the Harris
Auditorium, Third Floor, County Administration Building, 1101 Beach Street, Flint,
Michigan.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Gadola called the meeting to order at 9:41 a.m.
ROLL CALL
Members Present: Archie Bailey
Brenda Clack
Jamie Curtis
Miles Gadola, Chairperson
Patrick Gleason
Joseph Graves, Vice-Chairperson
Ted Henry
John Northrup
Omar Sims
Members Absent:

None.

Others Present: Shelia Auten, Chris Durgan; Derek Bradshaw, Julie Hinterman,
Planning Commission; Andrew Thompson, Assistant Corporation Counsel; EM Tune;
Deanna Turner, Secretary/Stenographer.
MINUTES – August 17, 2011 Meeting
Action Taken:
Motion by Commissioner Bailey, supported by Commissioner
Northrup, to approve the minutes of the August 17, 2011 meeting, as submitted.
MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC HEARING
C092111VA:
minutes)

Citizen Participation Plan Amendment (Information on file with official

Shelia Auten stated the amendment is an overview of changes made to the
Participation Plan (PPP), which is their document to fulfill the Department of Housing
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and Urban Development and Federal Highway. She said it is to keep the citizens
informed about what the County is doing with those programs.
The Public Hearing began at 9:44 a.m. The Public Hearing closed at 9:45 a.m.
PUBLIC COMMENTS TO THE COMMITTEE
None.
COMMUNICATIONS
C092111VIA: 2011 Genesee County Planning Forum (Information on file with official
minutes)
Ms. Hinterman stated the Planning Forum is an annual workshop for elected officials
around Genesee County. She said this year Lapeer County and Shiawassee County is
invited. She also stated that representatives from the State of Michigan would be onhand to talk about agriculture, green infrastructure, and green streets.
Commissioner Sims said the information has helped him in the past and asked
questions about developing a master plan. Ms. Hinterman stated there is a lot of
information useful to all planning commissioners and they would hope everyone who is
working on a planning commissioner would attend.
Commissioner Henry asked if there would be restricted topics to the agenda. Ms.
Hinterman distributed draft agendas. Commissioner Henry asked if communities would
have input on topics. Ms. Hinterman stated that they ask at the end of each session if
they need to have additional follow-up where they sit down individually with those
communities or call everyone together for a special focus group. Commissioner Henry
said there were questions regarding the Right to Farm Act and state participation. Ms.
Hinterman said there will be someone talking about the legal aspects on Right to Farm
and urban farming because it is such a hot topic.
Commissioner Clack said it does seem like an excellent agenda, but her concern is
some of the farms in the community in the region; some of the owners are not as
successful as they used to be. She said there needs to be sustainability for the region
and for people to be able to sustain and hold onto property and get information before
they reach a certain stage or level. She said that could be dealt with at a future time.
C092111VIB: Genesee County Solid Waste Report (Information on file with official
minutes)
Mr. Bradshaw gave an update regarding two different landfills looking for expansion.
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Commissioner Gleason thanks Mr. Bradshaw and Mr. Scramlin for dealing with the
issues with Richfield Landfill on Mt. Morris road as it is adjacent to the largest fresh
water supply in Genesee County. He said it has been a serious problem for decades
and there are several corporations out of business that left a big mess out there. He
said there was a public hearing nearly three years ago at Richfield Township and some
of the concerns that were raised then are valid today. He said they cannot contain the
leakage they deal with every day. Commissioner Gleason said he had meetings with
the Drain Commissioner to see that there are sewers brought for a small charge to
direct the drainage to the sewers. He said it is really bothersome for the landfill to
ignore the Planning Commission, Richfield Township, and the Board of Commissioners
in trying to facilitate a meeting. Commissioner Gleason said he will do everything in his
power to block an expansion and develop a safe plan for the environment and water
supply. He said there have been many requests to meet and discuss it.
Commissioner Henry asked if there was a consent judgment on it for some things to be
done and they haven’t been completed that were mandated through the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ). Commissioner Gleason said the slurry wall, to his
knowledge has been completed, but the problem with the leakage is that it’s filling up
the reservoir so fast, they have to truck it away and when they miss a bubble, it
overflows and the natural drainage is right into the Holloway Reservoir. He said the
whole thing could be corrected if they would just comply with what needs to be done
and hook into the sewer system.
Commissioner Henry asked what the consent judgment was. Mr. Bradshaw said there
were a couple of options. He said one was to build an onsite treatment facility and the
short term was trucking, but they are looking to long term solutions and it is preferred
that they hook up to the sanitation system. Commissioner Henry asked if the Health
Department had jurisdiction. Mr. Bradshaw said no.
Commissioner Bailey asked for an update on the Brent Run Landfill which is still trying
to apply for wetland and stream relocation. He asked to whom they submitted the
application. Mr. Bradshaw said they haven’t applied yet and are still working on the
application. Commissioner Bailey asked about the approval for the current plan they
are working on for solid waste expansion permits. Mr. Bradshaw said it is a letter of
consistency that was dealt with nine months ago. Commissioner Bailey asked to be
kept apprised of the issues.
Commissioner Curtis asked who enforces the agreements put into place to stop causing
the environmental impact they have. Mr. Thompson said it is enforced by the state and
for the county; they have a solid waste management plan and ordinance to manage the
trucks and license the trucks. Commissioner Curtis asked could they ask the state to
come in for a review and see they are not in compliance. Mr. Thompson deferred to Mr.
Bradshaw. Mr. Bradshaw said the state has been in quite a few times lately and have
lengthy findings from the landfill that include thick packets of violations. Mr. Thompson
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said it is at the discretion of the state. Commissioner Curtis asked what he suggests the
County does. Mr. Thompson said there are legal remedies the County could pursue.
Commissioner Henry asked are there counties that have ordinances to protect them
from that. Mr. Thompson said to the extent that the County can do more, they do not
have a lot of room to do that. He said the state regulations are very comprehensive and
the state is the primary regulator. He said he is working with Mr. Bradshaw to look at
what changes can be made to the solid waste plan to improve enforcement.
Commissioner Henry stated the commissioners have the right to set the fee schedule.
C092111VIC: 2011 Household Hazardous Waste Collection (Information on file with
official minutes)
Mr. Bradshaw stated that the commissioners will have postcards for the Household
Hazardous Waste Collection in their mailboxes and the event will take place on
Saturday, October 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. He said there are two facilities this year,
Carman-Ainsworth High School and the City of Flint.
Commissioner Gadola asked if the information was provided to the local units of
government. Mr. Bradshaw stated the Planning Commission has a large mailing list
they utilize to send out postcards and also a notice was placed in the Flint Journal. He
said their website has information as well.
Commissioner Henry thanked the Planning Commission and the volunteers of the event
for their services.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
C092111VIIA: Hazard Mitigation Plan – Letter of Intent (Information on file with official
minutes)
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Henry, supported by Commissioner Curtis, to
approve the Hazard Mitigation Plan – Letter of Intent, and refer to the Board of
Commissioners.
MOTION CARRIED.
C092111VIIB: Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant (Information on file
with official minutes)
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Commissioner Henry, to
approve the Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant, and refer to the Board
of Commissioners.
MOTION CARRIED.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
C092111VIIIA: TIGER FY 2011 Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery Grant Program (TIGER III) (Information on file with official minutes)
Commissioner Henry asked if this was for safety projects. Mr. Bradshaw stated it is a
grant opportunity for large scale transportation projects over $10 million and the Dort
Highway extension is included.
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Commissioner Clack, to
approve the TIGER FY 2011 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery
Grant Program (TIGER III), and refer to the Board of Commissioners.
MOTION CARRIED.
ENVIRONMENTAL BUSINESS
None.
OTHER BUSINESS
None.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no objections, Chairperson Gadola adjourned the meeting at 10:06 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Deanna Turner, Secretary/Stenographer, Genesee County Board of Commissioners

ALLOCATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, October 6, 2011
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Abrams, City of Swartz Creek
Christine Durgan, Principal Planner, GCMPC
Jeff Lutze, Village of Otisville
Karen Miller, Davison Township
Paula Zelenko, City of Burton
MEMBERS ABSENT:

Mark Emmendorfer, Montrose Township
Miles Gadola, Board of Commissioners
Julie A. Hinterman, Director-Coordinator, GCMPC
John Northrup, Board of Commissioners
Valerie Pace, Forest Township
Omar Sims, Board of Commissioners

OTHERS PRESENT:

Peggy Cole, Secretary, GCMPC
Anna King, Associate Planner, GCMPC
Terry Thomas, Associate Planner. GCMPC

I.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m., by Ms. Durgan. Members
were absent or present per aforementioned. A quorum not being present,
the agenda items became informational only.

II.

MINUTES OF THE JULY 7, 2011 REGULAR MEETING
Ms. Durgan said the minutes would be acted on at a later date, due to
the fact that a quorum was not present.

III.

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN (PPP)
Ms. Durgan discussed the PPP process and the requirements. She added
that the PPP covers both Community Development and Transportation
Programs. HUD wanted clarification, on reporting when grant amounts
changed to add: more than 20%.
No action was taken, due to the lack of a quorum.

IV.

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP (HOME) –
DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE (DPA) AND NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION
PROGRAM THREE (NSP3) – LENDER AGREEMENTS
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Mr. Thomas discussed this request to add Ross Mortgage Corporation to
our list of lenders. He said this move will help increase sales. They have
local offices and have met the qualifications for the next year. He then
explained the vetting process. Discussion ensued.
No action was taken, due the lack of a quorum.
V.

OTHER BUSINESS
Ms. King did a short presentation on the NSP Program Handouts regarding
all the homes already sold. The dollars spent and revenue gained were
explained. She said NSP3 would add Grand Blanc Township and the City
of Swartz Creek. She added that the 188 demolitions on the list were
almost all complete and 26 vacant properties have been sold to
neighbors. The report was broken down by local unit.
Ms. Durgan summarized the Planning Forum Agenda (handout).
Ms. Durgan reviewed the proposed Allocation meeting dates for 2012.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 10:54 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Cole, Secretary, GCMPC

K:\cd\CDMTG\ALLOC\2011\Minutes\06Oct11 Allocation Minutes.doc

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Wednesday, November 10, 2011 9:30 a.m.
MINUTES

The Community & Economic Development Committee meeting was scheduled and
properly noticed for Wednesday, November 10, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. in the Harris
Auditorium, Third Floor, County Administration Building, 1101 Beach Street, Flint,
Michigan.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Gadola called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m.
ROLL CALL
Members Present: Archie Bailey
Brenda Clack
Jamie Curtis
Miles Gadola, Chairperson
Patrick Gleason
Joseph Graves, Vice-Chairperson
Ted Henry
John Northrup
Omar Sims
Members Absent:

None.

Others Present: Chris Durgan; Julie Hinterman, Planning Commission; Andrew
Thompson, Assistant Corporation Counsel; EM Tune; Janice Karcher, Genesee
Regional Chamber of Commerce; Deanna Turner, Secretary/Stenographer.
MINUTES – October 19, 2011 Meeting
Action Taken:
Motion by Commissioner Henry, supported by Commissioner
Curtis, to approve the minutes of the October 19, 2011 meeting, as submitted.
MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENTS TO THE COMMITTEE
None.
COMMUNICATIONS
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Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Commissioner Sims, to
approve the addition of the Solid Waste communication, and the Next Michigan
Development Corporation Designation for the I-69 International Trade Corridor.
MOTION CARRIED.
A presentation was made by Janice Karcher, Vice President of Economic Development
for the Genesee Regional Chamber of Commerce. The presentation is on file with the
official minutes.
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Bailey, supported by Commissioner Clack, to
approve the Next Michigan Development (NMDC) Corporation Designation for the I-69
International Trade Corridor, and refer to the Board of Commissioners.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Yeas: Sims, Clack, Curtis, Northrup, Gadola, Graves, Bailey, Henry, Gleason
Nays: None.
Absent: None.
MOTION CARRIED.
C111011VA: FY 2011 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery
Grant Program (TIGER III) (Information on file with official minutes)
Ms. Hinterman stated that the TIGER application is a large, multi-partnered grant
application. She said they submitted the $23 million application on October 31. She
said they are currently trying to put together a meeting in December with federal
representatives and senators and will come back to the board with the details.
Commissioner Bailey said he was unaware that Genesys donated money to the
program and he is not familiar with the grant. Ms. Hinterman said they will bring all of
the information and they have letters of support from MDOT, MEDC, and more tangible
items of support from the Road Commission, Genesys, and Grand Blanc Township
regarding the project itself.
C111011VB: Discussion of the Solid Waste Planning Committee
Ms. Hinterman said they wanted to let Commissioners know they are moving forward on
the Solid Waste Plan Amendment. She said they are mandated by state law to form a
committee comprised of 14 members from specific areas such as waste haulers,
industrial generators, cities, townships, etc. and they will be bringing that to the last
board meeting in November. She said they will sit down with any commissioners and
go through the list prior to that time and they are hoping to kick off the amendment
formally in December.
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Commissioner Curtis asked about the major problem at Richfield Landfill. He said they
have had well over 100 citations and asked if they have already written a letter to the
DEQ or the EPA asking them to make the landfill be whole on those citations not only
with monetary, but corrective actions. Ms. Hinterman stated they have been working
really close with the DEQ on getting all of those and before they started reviewing their
expansion application, they have requested from the DEQ in writing that they have
complied with all of their past non-compliance items. She said as of the prior week,
Richfield Landfill was in arrears to the State DEQ in the amount of $275,000.
Commissioner Curtis said they shouldn’t just pay the money and go away and take the
easy way out because they need to fix the problem. He asked at what point the County
asks the DEQ to shut them down. Ms. Hinterman said that is something the DEQ can
always be asked for if someone does not comply, but at that point in time, she said she
thinks the DEQ’s answer would be that they are working with the landfill owners to bring
them into compliance.
Chairperson Gadola asked if there was any other action that the County needs to take
in regards to expressing concerns and frustrations in regards to the non-compliance.
He said they don’t want it to appear tacitly that inaction and not taking steps that the
County is comfortable with the situation the way it remains.
Mr. Thompson said in the short version, the answer is yes, the County has done
everything in their power to do that. He said the County’s role in the process is fairly
limited because the DEQ is the regulator, not the County. He said the County can
express their opinion and try to influence the state.
Commissioner Henry said local judges give consent judgments and can the Board
follow up with consent judgments and have a time period put in there. Mr. Thompson
said he is not familiar with that and he will look into it.
Commissioner Curtis said the Board has to do everything possible to hold Richfield
Landfill accountable.
Chairperson Gadola asked Mr. Thompson if he can review the request to see where the
County stands on the matter in relevance to the consent judgment.
Commissioner Henry said that the Solid Waste Planning Committee should have a
Board Commissioner representative.
Chairperson Gadola stated to the commissioners, in reference to the Marketing
Agreement between Genesee County and the Genesee Regional Chamber of
Commerce, to review the document and share any issues, questions, concerns, etc. He
said the document in its new revision will be on the next Community and Economic
Development Agenda in December.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
C111011VIA: Request for Approval – Amendment to the Genesee County Metropolitan
Planning Commission (GCMPC) Public Participation Plan (Information on file with
official minutes)
Action Taken: Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Commissioner Sims, to
approve the amendment to the GCMPC Public Participation Plan, and refer to the Board
of Commissioners.
MOTION CARRIED.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
None.
ENVIRONMENTAL BUSINESS
None.

OTHER BUSINESS
Commissioner Graves asked for a moment of silence for Chief Moulton, long time fire
chief of Fenton Township.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no objections, Chairperson Gadola adjourned the meeting at 10:58 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Deanna Turner, Secretary/Stenographer, Genesee County Board of Commissioners

GENESEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN ALLIANCE
Minutes of the Regular Meeting
October 19, 2011
The Genesee County Metropolitan Alliance Committee met at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 19, 2011, in the Harris Auditorium of the Genesee County
Administration Building, 1101 Beach Street, Third Floor, Flint, Michigan.
I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Johnson called the meeting to order at approximately
7:00 p.m.

II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairperson Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.

ROLL CALL
Members present and absent were noted as follows:
Unit Represented
Genesee County
City of Burton

Members Present Members Absent

City of Clio

William Kovl

City of Davison
City of Fenton
City of Flint
City of Flushing
City of Grand Blanc
City of Linden
City of Montrose
City of Mt. Morris
City of Swartz Creek
Argentine Township

Ellen Ellenburg
Robert Spose
Duane Mosher (A)
David Martin
Timothy Faricy
Cheryl King (A)
Dayne Walling
Greg Eason
Kay Muhammad (A)
Michael Szukhent
Michael Matheny
Ester Galuska
Susan Soderstrom
Matt Chapman
Chris Wren
Colleen Brown
Frank Crosby (A)
Dennis Heidenfeldt
Jim Aspin (A)
David Krueger
Ronald Schultz
Robert Cole
Jane Leffler
Denise Graves (A)
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Atlas Township
Clayton Township

Teresa Onica
Chris Gehringer
Glen Huffman
Matthew Karr

Davison Township
Fenton Township

Robert Cottrell

Flint Township

Rob Kesler
Vince Lorraine
Robert Krug (A)
Karyn Miller

David Arceo
Mike Pifer (A)
Mark Purkey
Dan Adamson
Ron Hammond (A)
Mark Martin
Eric Hakel
Valerie Pace (A)

Flushing Township
Forest Township
Gaines Township
Genesee Township
Grand Blanc Township
Montrose Township
Mt. Morris Township
Mundy Township
Richfield Township
Thetford Township
Vienna Township

Chuck Timmons
Patricia Witte
Marian Michalik
Laura Allen-Besser
Tom Tithof
Jerry Deloney
Robert Johnson

Kenneth Draper
Diane Hyrman (A)
Wayne Bates (A)
Paul Bush
Cathy Lane (A)

George Wilson (A)
Bill Morey
Gerry Masters

Goodrich Village
Otisville Village
Otter Lake Village
Lennon Village
Gaines Village
Federal Highway Administration
Gen. Cty. Drain Commission
Gen. Cty. Road Commission

Kelly Kupiec (C)
David Guigear (A)
Paul Luttenbacher
Robert Palmer
Doug McAbee
Joan Skias
Dave Adams
David Schroeder
Sam Stiff (A)
Rachael Tupica
Jeff Wright
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Gen.Cty. Metropolitan Planning
Commission (GCMPC)
Mass Transportation Authority
Mich. Dept. Of Transportation

Julie Hinterman
Terry Jurrens
Jay Reithel
Pamela Boyd

Linda Burchell, MDOT – Davison TSC
Carl Fenner, Citizen
Alberta Gunsell, GCMPC
Ken Johnson, GCRC
Sue Hart, Citizen
Jason Nordberg, GCMPC
Sheila Taylor, GCMPC

OTHERS PRESENT:

IV.

MINUTES
A. Minutes of the September 21, 2011 Regular Meeting
Chairperson Johnson requested corrections and/or additions to the
minutes of the September 21, 2011, regular meeting.
Action Taken:

Motion by Mr. Cole, supported by Ms. AllenBesser, to approve the minutes of the September
21, 2011, regular meeting as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
V.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
No one spoke at this time

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Ms. Hart asked if when to give input on public hearing. Chairperson
Johnson stated during the Public Hearing every one has a chance to
comment.

VII.

PUBLIC HEARING
A. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment #6 and
Corresponding Air Quality Conformity Findings
CHAIRPERSON JOHNSON OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT
APPROXIMATELY 7:04 P.M.
Chairperson Johnson provided the public an opportunity to
comment on Amendment #6 to the Fiscal Year 2011-2014
Transportation Improvement Program and Corresponding Air
Quality Conformity Findings.
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Ms. Hart asked if the guardrail project on Cook Road was going to
have a walkway so that you do not have to walk in the street. Also
are the rumble strips at Francis & McKinley going to be done by
MDOT guidelines? Also the rumble strips being done because this is
a high crash intersection?
Mr. Johnson from the Genesee County Road Commission stated
that Cook Road is an aggregate road and will not have a walkway.
The rumble strip is a safety project and will be done to the federal
guidelines and it is a high crash intersection.
Ms. Hart asked if the buses and vans are going to have lifts and bike
racks.
Ms. Jurrens from the MTA stated that the all of the vehicles will have
wheelchair lifts and just the buses will have bike racks.
Chairperson Johnson repeated this opportunity for comments twice
more with no one speaking at this time.
CHAIRPERSON JOHNSON
APPROXIMATELY 7:08 P.M.
VIII.

CLOSED

THE

PUBLIC

HEARING

AT

FINANCES
Ms. Michalik stated that as of September 30, 2011 the bank balance
was $108.34.
Action Taken: Motion by Mr. Cole, supported by Ms. Witte, to accept
the Treasurer’s report as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Ms. Michalik stated that the Officers and Trustees met prior to the
meeting and the committee is making a recommendation to leave
the dues at $125.00 per local unit for the 2012 year. This amount will
cover secretary costs.

IX.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
There were no Committee Reports.

X.

OLD BUSINESS
A. 2011 Planning Forum
Ms. Taylor stated that the Planning Forum is being held at MTA on
Dort Highway on November 4th. Genesee, Shiawassee, Lapeer and
Sanilac Counties have been invited to attend this workshop. Some
of the topics were reviewed that will be presented at the workshop.
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XI.

NEW BUSINESS
A. FY
2011-2014
Transportation
Improvement
Program
(TIP)
Amendment #6
Ms Taylor stated that the proposed FY 2011-2014 TIP Amendment #
6 adds eleven projects, which represent an additional $4.5 million in
funding to MDOT and local programs. Four projects are being
changed and/or moved to the illustrative list. This amendment
meets the financial constraints of the TIP. The Inter Agency Work
Group (IAWG) has determined that the Dort Highway Extension
project must go through air quality analysis. The analysis was done
at the time of amending the project into the Long Range
Transportation Plan and was determined to be consistent with Air
Quality Conformity Regulations-Final Rule, Sections 93.12.
The
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) recommended endorsement
of Amendment #6 to the FY 2011-2014 TIP. Discussion ensued. Ms.
Hinterman stated at the Legislative Breakfast held at Genesys that
MDOT stated they were in support of Dort Highway Extension
Project. The State Representatives were very impressed with the
way the different resources have came together on this project.
Action Taken:

Motion by Mr. Cole, supported by Ms. Michalik, to
endorse the FY 2011-2014 Transportation
Improvement Program Amendment #6 and
Corresponding Air Quality Conformity Findings.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
XII.

OTHER BUSINESS
A. Public Participation Update
Ms Taylor stated that the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning
Commission (GCMPC) administers several Federal and State of
Michigan programs for the Flint-Genesee County area. A major
component of these programs is the assurance that public
participation is provided for and encouraged throughout the
planning processes.
This requirement is met by the Public
Participation Plan (PPP). The PPP provides the public with complete
information regarding planning processes and public participation
at GCMPC. The PPP was last updated in 2010 to include key ways
to making the public participation process more efficient and cost
effective. The plan was recently updated again per the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) request to
include the percentage under the Community Development
section, Amendments to the Consolidated Plan. The PPP has been
updated by staff and the required 45 day public comment period
ended September 21, 2011. The PPP has been provided to all of the
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appropriate committees for review and comment. The Technical
Advisory Committee recommended approval of the PPP to the
Metropolitan Alliance.
Action Taken:

Motion by Ms. Jurrens, supported by Mr. Krueger,
to endorse the Public Participation Plan update
as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
B. Due for 2012
Action Taken:

Motion by Ms. Michalik, supported by Mr. Arceo,
to approve dues for FY 2012 of $125.00 per local
unit of government, to invoice each local unit
and to transfer secretary wages upon receipt of
the dues.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
XIII.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mr. Cole stated that Mr. Foy from the MTA is retiring and would like the
Metropolitan Alliance to present him with a plaque for his years of
service and invite Mr. Foy to the December meeting for the
presentation of the plaque.
Action Taken: Motion by Mr. Cole, supported by Mr. Gehringer, to
invite Mr. Foy to the December meeting and present
him with a plaque for all of his years of service to the
Metropolitan Alliance.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

XIV.

ADJOURNMENT
Chairperson Johnson adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:19
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Alberta Gunsell, Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
GENESEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION
1101 Beach Street, Room 223, Flint, MI 48502
September 7, 2011
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Alan Himelhoch, Chairperson
Gloria Nealy, Secretary
John Burt
Jamie Curtis
Ted Henry
John Mandelaris
Ron Winters

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Charles Banks
Miles Gadola
Alexander Isaac, Vice Chairperson
Michael Lynch

OTHERS PRESENT:

Ed Benning, Director, MTA
Derek Bradshaw, Principal Planner, GCMPC
Peggy Cole, Secretary, GCMPC
Christine Durgan, Principal Planner, GCMPC
Julie Hinterman, Director-Coordinator, GCMPC

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Himelhoch called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.
I.

ROLL CALL
Members were present or absent as aforementioned.

II.

MINUTES
A.

Minutes of the August 2, 2011, Regular Meeting
Chairperson Himelhoch asked for any additions or corrections to the
August 2, 2011, regular meeting minutes. There were none.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Commissioner Henry, to approve the minutes of
August 2, 2011, as written.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Approved minutes on file in GCMPC office.)
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III.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION
Chairperson Himelhoch asked if there was anyone that would like to address the
Planning Commission. He repeated the opportunity twice more with no one
speaking at this time.

IV.

COMMUNICATIONS
Mass Transportation Authority (MTA) Ridership Report – Ed Benning, MTA Director,
was present to answer questions or concerns. Ms. Hinterman asked him to give a
brief, verbal update of what is happening at MTA. Mr. Benning stated that
ridership continues to be strong. He said that, due to lower revenues and a cut in
the Senior Millage funding, some routes have changed, they will eliminate door
to door for seniors, as of October 1st, they are eliminating the 24 hour-a-day work
service, as well. Commissioner Curtis asked how they were handling bussing for
the charter schools. Mr. Benning said that program is fully funded this year. He
added that MTA will receive $3 million less because of lower millage revenues.
He added that a large number of Genesee County residents are working in Lake
Orion and would like to and from work service, which would require increasing
the rates normally charged. Mr. Benning said any issues, problems, suggestions or
questions can be addressed by calling 767-0100.
Save the Date card for the November 4th Planning Forum
New color district maps for state and federal districts
(Communications on file with minutes.)

V.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.

Local Unit Committee
Chairperson Himelhoch reported on the Local Unit Committee’s efforts
regarding the Sustainable Communities Grant. He said there was still
concern about the City of Flint supporting the effort. Last year, the city
pulled out at the last minute. The pre-application was sent in the day
before a meeting with Mayor Walling and the Flint City Council members.
They promised that by September 11th, we would have a letter of support
from the Mayor and a Resolution from the Council. Chairperson
Himelhoch added that the application shall now Include Sanilac County.
Discussion ensued.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Mr.
Mandelaris, to accept the report of the Local Unit
Committee, as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

-2-

(Documents on file with minutes.)
B.

Personnel Committee
Mr. Mandelaris reported on the meeting he and Chairperson Himelhoch
had with Ms. Hinterman, Director-Coordinator, to review her evaluation.
Mr. Mandelaris explained the procedures. The final evaluation must be
accepted by this commission. Mr. Mandelaris stated he did not receive
responses from everyone. Discussion ensued.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Mr.
Winters, to accept the report of the Personnel
Committee, as presented, and to adopt the
Personnel
Committee’s
composite
DirectorCoordinator evaluation,

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Documents on file with minutes.)
C.

Election Committee
Ms. Nealy reviewed the interest shown in the offices of Chairperson, ViceChairperson and Secretary of the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning
Commission for the 2012 FY. The persons holding those offices are the only
persons who submitted written interest in continuing in their positions.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Mr.
Mandelaris, to approve the recommendations of the
Election Committee, as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Documents on file with minutes.)
VI.

NEW BUSINESS
A.

Election of 2012 GCMPC Officers
Ms. Nealy opened the floor to nominations for the office of Chairperson of
the GCMPC for FY 2012.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Commissioner Henry, to nominate Alan Himelhoch for
the office of Chairperson of the GCMPC for FY 2012.
There were no other nominations.
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MOTION CARRIED BY A VOTE OF 6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSTENTION (Mr.
Himelhoch)
Ms. Nealy opened the floor to nominations for the office of ViceChairperson of the GCMPC for FY 2012.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by Mr.
Mandelaris, to nominate Alexander Isaac for the
office of Vice-Chairperson of the GCMPC for FY 2012.
There were no other nominations.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Ms. Nealy opened the floor to nominations for the office of Secretary of
the GCMPC for FY 2012.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Commissioner Henry, to nominate Gloria Nealy for the
office of Secretary of the GCMPC for FY 2012. There
were no other nominations.

MOTION CARRIED BY A VOTE OF 6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSTENTION (Ms. Nealy)
This concluded the election of 2012 FY GCMPC officers.
VII.

FINANCES
A.

Contracts, Vouchers and Bills
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Commissioner Henry, to approve the contracts,
vouchers and bills as submitted.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Documents on file with minutes.)
B.

Commission Expenses and Per Diems
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Commissioner Henry, to approve the expenses and
per diems as submitted.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Commission expenses and per diems available in the accounting office.)
C.

Budget Sheets and Budget Transfer Request
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Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Commissioner Henry, to approve the budget sheets
as presented, and to accept the Budget Transfer
request, as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Original request on file with the minutes.)
VIII.

OLD BUSINESS
A.

Project Status
1. 3-C Transportation Planning – August 2011 Status Report
Mr. Bradshaw spoke about the Tiger III Grant. He said the Dort
Highway Extension would be a $15 to $17 million project and that the
Genesee County Road Commission will be the grant applicant.
Grand Blanc Township has committed to the infrastructure work.
Twenty-two (22) acres are being donated by Genesys for the project.
There will be statewide and nationwide competition for this grant. It
could possibly mean 5000 long-term jobs. October 4th is the preapplication deadline. Eight (8) privately-owned properties will need
to be acquired, which could slow things down a bit. Discussion
ensued.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Ms. Nealy, to receive and file the 3-C
Transportation Planning - August 2011 Status
Report, as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Original report on file with the minutes)
2. Environmental Program Update – August 2011 Status Report
Mr. Bradshaw stated that the next Household Hazardous Waste
Collection day is Saturday, October 8, 2011, with the out-county
collection site being Carman-Ainsworth High School. He reviewed
what can be collected and said there will be a new electronic waste
vendor. Staff continued looking for members for the new Solid Waste
Committee, which will be taken to the Board of Commissioners for
approval. Discussion ensued.
Action Taken:
Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Ms. Nealy, to receive and file the
Environmental Program Update – August 2011
Status Report, as presented.
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MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Original report on file with the minutes.)
3. Community Development Program – August 2011 Status Report
Ms. Durgan commented on the Public Participation Plan (PPP)
amendment memo. She said staff needed to make a five (5) word
change, according to HUD. The amended PPP is currently out for
comment and on the website. It will be submitted to HUD in October
for final approval. She also informed the group that George
MacEachern, HIP/NSP Inspector, had resigned, which will require
some shifting of job assignments. Discussion ensued.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported
Commissioner Henry, to receive and file the
Community Development Program – August
2011 Status Report, as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Original report on file with the minutes.)
4. Report of the Director-Coordinator – August 2011 Status Report
Ms. Hinterman updated the Sustainable Communities Grant process.
Staff is clear to move forward to the full application which is due
October 6, 2011. The timeline is very tight. She also added that the
budget process is still ongoing, with the final budget hearing set for
September 28, 2011. Discussion ensued.
Action Taken:

Motion by Commissioner Curtis, supported by
Ms. Nealy, to receive and file the DirectorCoordinator – August 2011 Status Report, as
presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
(Original report on file with the minutes.)
B.

Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Henry expressed concerns regarding increasing revenues
wherever possible. The Board of Commissioner’s Finance Committee is
sticking to the 15% across the board cuts for each department.
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Mr. Winters said he had nothing new to report, regarding Genesee County
Parks & Recreation, except that they are still glowing from the publicity
and revenues brought into the County from the Warrior Dash.
IX

Adjournment
Chairperson Himelhoch, without objection, adjourned the meeting at
8:56 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Cole, Secretary
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Office of the Secretary, HUD

§ 58.45

Subpart E—Environmental Review
Process: Environmental Assessments (EA’s)
§ 58.40 Preparing the environmental
assessment.
The responsible entity may prepare
the EA using the HUD recommended
format. In preparing an EA for a particular project, the responsible entity
must:
(a) Determine existing conditions and
describe the character, features and resources of the project area and its surroundings; identify the trends that are
likely to continue in the absence of the
project.
(b) Identify all potential environmental impacts, whether beneficial or
adverse, and the conditions that would
change as a result of the project.
(c) Identify, analyze and evaluate all
impacts to determine the significance
of their effects on the human environment and whether the project will require further compliance under related
laws and authorities cited in § 58.5 and
§ 58.6.
(d) Examine and recommend feasible
ways in which the project or external
factors relating to the project could be
modified in order to eliminate or minimize adverse environmental impacts.
(e) Examine alternatives to the
project itself, if appropriate, including
the alternative of no action.
(f) Complete all environmental review requirements necessary for the
project’s compliance with applicable
authorities cited in §§ 58.5 and 58.6.
(g) Based on steps set forth in paragraph (a) through (f) of this section,
make one of the following findings:
(1) A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), in which the responsible
entity determines that the project is
not an action that will result in a significant impact on the quality of the
human environment. The responsible
entity may then proceed to § 58.43.
(2) A finding of significant impact, in
which the project is deemed to be an
action which may significantly affect
the quality of the human environment.
The responsible entity must then proceed with its environmental review
under subpart F or G of this part.

§ 58.43 Dissemination and/or publication of the findings of no significant
impact.
(a) If the responsible entity makes a
finding of no significant impact, it
must prepare a FONSI notice, using
the current HUD-recommended format
or an equivalent format. As a minimum, the responsible entity must
send the FONSI notice to individuals
and groups known to be interested in
the activities, to the local news media,
to the appropriate tribal, local, State
and Federal agencies; to the Regional
Offices of the Environmental Protection Agency having jurisdiction and to
the HUD Field Office (or the State
where applicable). The responsible entity may also publish the FONSI notice
in a newspaper of general circulation in
the affected community. If the notice
is not published, it must also be prominently displayed in public buildings,
such as the local Post Office and within
the project area or in accordance with
procedures established as part of the
citizen participation process.
(b) The responsible entity may disseminate or publish a FONSI notice at
the same time it disseminates or publishes the NOI/RROF required by § 58.70.
If the notices are released as a combined notice, the combined notice
shall:
(1) Clearly indicate that it is intended to meet two separate procedural
requirements; and
(2) Advise the public to specify in
their comments which ‘‘notice’’ their
comments address.
(c) The responsible entity must consider the comments and make modifications, if appropriate, in response to
the comments, before it completes its
environmental certification and before
the recipient submits its RROF. If
funds will be used in Presidentially declared disaster areas, modifications resulting from public comment, if appropriate, must be made before proceeding
with the expenditure of funds.
§ 58.45 Public comment periods.
Required notices must afford the
public the following minimum comment periods, counted in accordance
with § 58.21:
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§ 58.40 Preparing the environmental
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The responsible entity may prepare
the EA using the HUD recommended
format. In preparing an EA for a particular project, the responsible entity
must:
(a) Determine existing conditions and
describe the character, features and resources of the project area and its surroundings; identify the trends that are
likely to continue in the absence of the
project.
(b) Identify all potential environmental impacts, whether beneficial or
adverse, and the conditions that would
change as a result of the project.
(c) Identify, analyze and evaluate all
impacts to determine the significance
of their effects on the human environment and whether the project will require further compliance under related
laws and authorities cited in § 58.5 and
§ 58.6.
(d) Examine and recommend feasible
ways in which the project or external
factors relating to the project could be
modified in order to eliminate or minimize adverse environmental impacts.
(e) Examine alternatives to the
project itself, if appropriate, including
the alternative of no action.
(f) Complete all environmental review requirements necessary for the
project’s compliance with applicable
authorities cited in §§ 58.5 and 58.6.
(g) Based on steps set forth in paragraph (a) through (f) of this section,
make one of the following findings:
(1) A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), in which the responsible
entity determines that the project is
not an action that will result in a significant impact on the quality of the
human environment. The responsible
entity may then proceed to § 58.43.
(2) A finding of significant impact, in
which the project is deemed to be an
action which may significantly affect
the quality of the human environment.
The responsible entity must then proceed with its environmental review
under subpart F or G of this part.

§ 58.43 Dissemination and/or publication of the findings of no significant
impact.
(a) If the responsible entity makes a
finding of no significant impact, it
must prepare a FONSI notice, using
the current HUD-recommended format
or an equivalent format. As a minimum, the responsible entity must
send the FONSI notice to individuals
and groups known to be interested in
the activities, to the local news media,
to the appropriate tribal, local, State
and Federal agencies; to the Regional
Offices of the Environmental Protection Agency having jurisdiction and to
the HUD Field Office (or the State
where applicable). The responsible entity may also publish the FONSI notice
in a newspaper of general circulation in
the affected community. If the notice
is not published, it must also be prominently displayed in public buildings,
such as the local Post Office and within
the project area or in accordance with
procedures established as part of the
citizen participation process.
(b) The responsible entity may disseminate or publish a FONSI notice at
the same time it disseminates or publishes the NOI/RROF required by § 58.70.
If the notices are released as a combined notice, the combined notice
shall:
(1) Clearly indicate that it is intended to meet two separate procedural
requirements; and
(2) Advise the public to specify in
their comments which ‘‘notice’’ their
comments address.
(c) The responsible entity must consider the comments and make modifications, if appropriate, in response to
the comments, before it completes its
environmental certification and before
the recipient submits its RROF. If
funds will be used in Presidentially declared disaster areas, modifications resulting from public comment, if appropriate, must be made before proceeding
with the expenditure of funds.
§ 58.45 Public comment periods.
Required notices must afford the
public the following minimum comment periods, counted in accordance
with § 58.21:
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§ 58.46

24 CFR Subtitle A (4–1–04 Edition)

(a) Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI).
(b) Notice of Intent to Request Release of
Funds (NOI–RROF).
(c) Concurrent or combined notices ..................

15 days when published or, if no publication,
18 days when mailing and posting
7 days when published or, if no publication, 10
days when mailing and posting
15 days when published or, if no publication,
18 days when mailing and posting

[68 FR 56130, Sept. 29, 2003]

§ 58.46 Time delays for exceptional circumstances.
The responsible entity must make
the FONSI available for public comments for 30 days before the recipient
files the RROF when:
(a) There is a considerable interest or
controversy concerning the project;
(b) The proposed project is similar to
other projects that normally require
the preparation of an EIS; or
(c) The project is unique and without
precedent.
§ 58.47 Re-evaluation of environmental
assessments and other environmental findings.
(a) A responsible entity must reevaluate its environmental findings to
determine if the original findings are
still valid, when:
(1) The recipient proposes substantial
changes in the nature, magnitude or
extent of the project, including adding
new activities not anticipated in the
original scope of the project;
(2) There are new circumstances and
environmental conditions which may
affect the project or have a bearing on
its impact, such as concealed or unexpected conditions discovered during
the implementation of the project or
activity which is proposed to be continued; or
(3) The recipient proposes the selection of an alternative not in the original finding.
(b)(1) If the original findings are still
valid but the data or conditions upon
which they were based have changed,
the responsible entity must affirm the
original findings and update its ERR
by including this re-evaluation and its
determination based on its findings.
Under these circumstances, if a FONSI
notice has already been published, no
further publication of a FONSI notice
is required.

(2) If the responsible entity determines that the original findings are no
longer valid, it must prepare an EA or
an EIS if its evaluation indicates potentially significant impacts.
(3) Where the recipient is not the responsible entity, the recipient must inform the responsible entity promptly
of any proposed substantial changes
under paragraph (a)(1) of this section,
new circumstances or environmental
conditions under paragraph (a)(2) of
this section, or any proposals to select
a different alternative under paragraph
(a)(3) of this section, and must then
permit the responsible entity to reevaluate the findings before proceeding.
[61 FR 19122, Apr. 30, 1996, as amended at 63
FR 15272, Mar. 30, 1998]

Subpart F—Environmental Review
Process: Environmental Impact Statement Determinations
§ 58.52 Adoption
EISs.

of

other

agencies’

The responsible entity may adopt a
draft or final EIS prepared by another
agency provided that the EIS was prepared in accordance with 40 CFR parts
1500 through 1508. If the responsible entity adopts an EIS prepared by another
agency, the procedure in 40 CFR 1506.3
shall be followed. An adopted EIS may
have to be revised and modified to
adapt it to the particular environmental conditions and circumstances
of the project if these are different
from the project reviewed in the EIS.
In such cases the responsible entity
must prepare, circulate, and file a supplemental draft EIS in the manner prescribed in § 58.60(d) and otherwise comply with the clearance and time requirements of the EIS process, except

420

VerDate jul<14>2003

11:32 Apr 27, 2004

Jkt 203076

PO 00000

Frm 00420

Fmt 8010

Sfmt 8010

Y:\SGML\203076T.XXX

203076T

Sec. 91.20 Exceptions.
The HUD Field Office may grant a jurisdiction an exception from the submission deadline for
plans and reports and from a requirement in the implementation guidelines for good cause, as
determined by the field office and reported in writing to HUD Headquarters, unless the
requirement is required by statute or regulation.
[71 FR 6962, Feb. 9, 2006]
Subpart B Citizen Participation and Consultation
Sec. 91.100 Consultation; local governments.
(a) General. (1) When preparing the consolidated plan, the jurisdiction shall consult with other
public and private agencies that provide assisted housing, health services, and social and fair
housing services (including those focusing on services to children, elderly persons, persons with
disabilities, persons with HIV/AIDS and their families, homeless persons) during preparation of the
consolidated plan.
(2) When preparing the portion of the consolidated plan describing the jurisdiction's homeless
strategy, the jurisdiction shall consult with public and private agencies that provide assisted
housing, health services, and social services to determine what resources are available to address
the needs of any persons that are chronically homeless.
(3) When preparing the portion of its consolidated plan concerning lead-based paint hazards, the
jurisdiction shall consult with state or local health and child welfare agencies and examine existing
data related to lead-based paint hazards and poisonings, including health department data on the
addresses of housing units in which children have been identified as lead poisoned.
(4) When preparing the description of priority nonhousing community development needs, a unit
of general local government must notify adjacent units of general local government, to the extent
practicable.
The nonhousing community development plan must be submitted to the state, and, if the
jurisdiction is a CDBG entitlement grantee other than an urban county, to the county.
(5) The jurisdiction also should consult with adjacent units of general local government,
including local government agencies with metropolitan-wide planning responsibilities, particularly
for problems and solutions that go beyond a single jurisdiction.
(b) HOPWA. The largest city in each eligible metropolitan statistical area (EMSA) that is eligible
to receive a HOPWA formula allocation must consult broadly to develop a metropolitan-wide
strategy for addressing the needs of persons with HIV/AIDS and their families living throughout
the EMSA. All jurisdictions within the EMSA must assist the jurisdiction that is applying for a
HOPWA allocation in the preparation of the HOPWA submission.
(c) Public housing. The jurisdiction shall consult with the local public housing agency (PHA)
concerning consideration of public housing needs and planned programs and activities. This
consultation will help provide a better basis for the certification by the authorized official that the
PHA Plan is consistent with the consolidated plan and the local government's description of the
manner in which it will address the needs of public housing and, where necessary, the manner in
which it will provide financial or other assistance to a troubled PHA to improve its operations and
remove such designation. It will also help ensure that activities with regard to local drug
elimination, neighborhood improvement programs, and resident programs and services, funded
under a PHA's program and those funded under a program covered by the consolidated plan, are
fully coordinated to achieve comprehensive community development goals. If a PHA is required to
implement remedies under a Section 504 Voluntary Compliance Agreement to provide accessible
units for persons with disabilities, the local jurisdiction should consult with the PHA and identify
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actions it may take, if any, to assist the PHA in implementing the required remedies. A local
jurisdiction may use CDBG funds for eligible activities or other funds to implement remedies
required under a Section 504 Voluntary Compliance Agreement.
[60 FR 1896, Jan. 5, 1995, as amended at 71 FR 6962, Feb. 9, 2006]
Sec. 91.105 Citizen participation plan; local governments.
(a) Applicability and adoption of the citizen participation plan.
(1) The jurisdiction is required to adopt a citizen participation plan that sets forth the jurisdiction's
policies and procedures for citizen participation. (Where a jurisdiction, before February 6, 1995,
adopted a citizen participation plan that complies with section 104(a)(3) of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5304(A)(3)) but will need to amend the citizen
participation plan to comply with provisions of this section, the citizen participation plan shall be
amended by the first day of the jurisdiction's program year that begins on or after 180 days
following February 6, 1995.)
(2) Encouragement of citizen participation. (i) The citizen participation plan must provide for and
encourage citizens to participate in the development of the consolidated plan, any substantial
amendments to the consolidated plan, and the performance report.
(ii) These requirements are designed especially to encourage participation by low- and moderateincome persons, particularly those living in slum and blighted areas and in areas where CDBG
funds are proposed to be used, and by residents of predominantly low- and moderate-income
neighborhoods, as defined by the jurisdiction. A jurisdiction also is expected to take whatever
actions are appropriate to encourage the participation of all its citizens, including minorities and
non-English speaking persons, as well as persons with disabilities. The jurisdiction shall encourage
the participation of local and regional institutions and other organizations (including businesses,
developers, and community and faith-based organizations) in the process of developing and
implementing the consolidated plan. The jurisdiction should also explore alternative public
involvement techniques and quantitative ways to measure efforts that encourage citizen
participation in a shared vision for change in communities and neighborhoods, and the review of
program performance, e.g., use of focus groups, and use of the Internet.
(iii) The jurisdiction shall encourage, in conjunction with consultation with public housing
agencies, the participation of residents of public and assisted housing developments, in the process
of developing and implementing the consolidated plan, along with other lowincome residents of targeted revitalization areas in which the developments are located. The
jurisdiction shall make an effort to provide information to the public housing agency about
consolidated plan activities related to its developments and surrounding communities so that the
public housing agency can make this information available at the annual public hearing required for
the PHA Plan.
(3) Citizen comment on the citizen participation plan and amendments. The jurisdiction must
provide citizens with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the original citizen participation plan
and on substantial amendments to the citizen participation plan, and must make the citizen
participation plan public. The citizen participation plan must be in a format accessible to persons
with disabilities, upon request.
(b) Development of the consolidated plan. The citizen participation plan must include the
following minimum requirements for the development of the consolidated plan.
(1) The citizen participation plan must require that, before the jurisdiction adopts a consolidated
plan, the jurisdiction will make available to citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties
information that includes the amount of assistance the jurisdiction expects to receive (including
grant funds and program income) and the range of activities that may be undertaken, including the
estimated amount that will benefit persons of low- and moderate-income. The citizen participation
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plan also must set forth the jurisdiction's plans to minimize displacement of persons and to assist
any persons displaced, specifying the types and levels of assistance the jurisdiction will make
available (or require others to make available) to persons displaced, even if the jurisdiction expects
no displacement to occur. The citizen participation plan must state when and how the jurisdiction
will make this information available.
(2) The citizen participation plan must require the jurisdiction to publish the proposed
consolidated plan in a manner that affords citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties a
reasonable opportunity to examine its contents and to submit comments. The citizen participation
plan must set forth how the jurisdiction will publish the proposed consolidated plan and give
reasonable opportunity to examine the contents of the proposed consolidated plan. The requirement
for publishing may be met by publishing a summary of the proposed consolidated plan in one or
more newspapers of general circulation, and by making copies of the proposed consolidated plan
available at libraries, government offices, and public places. The summary must describe the
contents and purpose of the consolidated plan, and must include a list of the locations where copies
of the entire proposed consolidated plan may be examined. In addition, the jurisdiction must
provide a reasonable number of free copies of the plan to citizens and groups that request it.
(3) The citizen participation plan must provide for at least one public hearing during the
development of the consolidated plan. See paragraph (e) of this section for public hearing
requirements, generally.
(4) The citizen participation plan must provide a period, not less than 30 days, to receive
comments from citizens on the consolidated plan.
(5) The citizen participation plan shall require the jurisdiction to consider any comments or views
of citizens received in writing, or orally at the public hearings, in preparing the final consolidated
plan.
A summary of these comments or views, and a summary of any comments or views not accepted
and the reasons therefor, shall be attached to the final consolidated plan.
(c) Amendments--(1) Criteria for amendment to consolidated plan. The citizen participation plan
must specify the criteria the jurisdiction will use for determining what changes in the jurisdiction's
planned or actual activities constitute a substantial amendment to the consolidated
plan. (See Sec. 91.505.) It must include among the criteria for a substantial amendment changes in
the use of CDBG funds from one eligible activity to another.
(2) The citizen participation plan must provide citizens with reasonable notice and an opportunity
to comment on substantial amendments. The citizen participation plan must state how reasonable
notice and an opportunity to comment will be given. The citizen participation plan must provide a
period, not less than 30 days, to receive comments on the substantial amendment before the
amendment is implemented.
(3) The citizen participation plan shall require the jurisdiction to consider any comments or views
of citizens received in writing, or orally at public hearings, if any, in preparing the substantial
amendment of the consolidated plan. A summary of these comments or views, and a summary of
any comments or views not accepted and the reasons therefor, shall be attached to the substantial
amendment of the consolidated plan.
(d) Performance reports. (1) The citizen participation plan must provide citizens with reasonable
notice and an opportunity to comment on performance reports. The citizen participation plan must
state how reasonable notice and an opportunity to comment will be given. The citizen participation
plan must provide a period, not less than 15 days, to receive comments on the performance report
that is to be submitted to HUD before its submission.
(2) The citizen participation plan shall require the jurisdiction to consider any comments or views
of citizens received in writing, or orally at public hearings in preparing the performance report. A
summary of these comments or views shall be attached to the performance report.
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(e) Public hearings. (1) The citizen participation plan must provide for at least two public
hearings per year to obtain citizens' views and to respond to proposals and questions, to be
conducted at a minimum of two different stages of the program year. Together, the hearings must
address housing and community development needs, development of proposed activities, and
review of program performance. To obtain the views of citizens on housing and community
development needs, including priority nonhousing community development needs, the citizen
participation plan must provide that at least one of these hearings is held before the proposed
consolidated plan is published for comment.
(2) The citizen participation plan must state how and when adequate advance notice will be given
to citizens of each hearing, with sufficient information published about the subject of the hearing to
permit informed comment. (Publishing small print notices in the newspaper a few days before the
hearing does not constitute adequate notice. Although HUD is not specifying the length of notice
required, it would consider two weeks adequate.)
(3) The citizen participation plan must provide that hearings be held at times and locations
convenient to potential and actual beneficiaries, and with accommodation for persons with
disabilities. The citizen participation plan must specify how it will meet these requirements.
(4) The citizen participation plan must identify how the needs of non-English speaking residents
will be met in the case of public hearings where a significant number of non-English speaking
residents can be reasonably expected to participate.
(f) Meetings. The citizen participation plan must provide citizens with reasonable and timely
access to local meetings.
(g) Availability to the public. The citizen participation plan must provide that the consolidated
plan as adopted, substantial amendments, and the performance report will be available to the public,
including the availability of materials in a form accessible to persons with disabilities, upon request.
The citizen participation plan must state how these documents will be available to the public.
(h) Access to records. The citizen participation plan must require the jurisdiction to provide
citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties with reasonable and timely access to
information and records relating to the jurisdiction's consolidated plan and the jurisdiction's use of
assistance under the programs covered by this part during the preceding five years.
(i) Technical assistance. The citizen participation plan must provide for technical assistance to
groups representative of persons of low- and moderate-income that request such assistance in
developing proposals for funding assistance under any of the programs covered by the consolidated
plan, with the level and type of assistance determined by the jurisdiction. The assistance need not
include the provision of funds to the groups.
(j) Complaints. The citizen participation plan shall describe the jurisdiction's appropriate and
practicable procedures to handle complaints from citizens related to the consolidated plan,
amendments, and performance report. At a minimum, the citizen participation plan shall require
that the jurisdiction must provide a timely, substantive written response to every written citizen
complaint, within an established period of time (within 15 working days, where practicable,
if the jurisdiction is a CDBG grant recipient).
(k) Use of citizen participation plan. The jurisdiction must follow its citizen participation plan.
(l) Jurisdiction responsibility. The requirements for citizen participation do not restrict the
responsibility or authority of the jurisdiction for the development and execution of its consolidated
plan.
(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 2506-0117)
[60 FR 1896, Jan. 5, 1995; 60 FR 10427, Feb. 24, 1995, as amended at 71 FR 6962, Feb. 9, 2006]
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